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TO THE 


ö 


F. THE, 


Pariſh of Hichcl EER, 
1: a, + Ba Ine 
Neighbouring Pariſhes, 

This ACCOUNT 
. 


LIFE and AcrTions 
QF. THE 


Reve rend Mr. Iſaac Mille, 


A pious and learned Guide of Souls, and Mi- 
niſter of God's Word and Sacraments, 


Who laboured diligently and faithfully, and 
lived charitably and hoſpitably among them, 


For the ſpace of nine and thirty Years, two 
Months and ſeven Days, 


Is with all 
due Humility | 
Dedicated and Preſented - 
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| ADVERTISEMENT 


TO THE 


R E A D E R. 


— 5 E Abet Account of 
GY the Life and Death of the 
SES very Reverend Mr. Iſaac 

Milles, late Miniſter of 

Highcleer near Newbury in Hamp- 

ſhire, is thought very fit to be ſent a- 

each into the World, as well for the 

Example and Pariern of a good Country 

Pariſb-Miniſter, which it preſenteth 


ts 


us withal, as io perpetuate the Memo- 
e t aud Ink can do 
it, of a very pious Man, who will cer- 
 tdinly fo in he Thoughts and Efleen 
of all_that were acquainted with. his 
uncommon-IWorth, at leaft, as lung as 
zhey ſhall Ive. The publiſhing of this 
Life may alſo be ufeful, inaſmuch as 
it ſhews, that Virtue and Learning 

will ſhine, tho they be placed in the 
moſt diſadvantagious Eight, or even in 
the darkeſt Corner; and that good and 
exqellent Clergymen are not 10 be logk- 
ed for only in the Metropolis, or in o- 
iber large Cities and Towns of the 
Kingdom, but may ſometimes ef 
in obſcure and remote Pariſhes, and 
amidſt the meaneſt of the Gountry. Fl 
as 
I any one ſhould Pn Authori- 
ties for what is related concerning Mr. 
Milles, be is to be informed that not 
the leaſt Matter is inſerted concerning 
him 


' The queſtioning any thing 
bi Account] will 22 eh in the 


"4 


12 


5% but what's moſt fricly true, an 


vccafion we, might Be 72 4 . 
L 4 be ſo. Boyind all brunn. 
therefore in 


Shame of be ObjeBor," wy much to 
abe Adviniage” of whe Writer" of this 
Lie, "who bath been o tareful ar not 
75 Tet any thing Urop from his Pen, thus 
1 poſitwelyafſerted here, FI 
cannot produce” the mt futt” and . 
erceprionuble Vouchers. . ; 


"HERE 1s „ Byroe ver, e in 55 


wee which' the Writer of 1 is 
my realy wot bn, und which in hn; 


hs he hath ſaid too little in commenda- | 


tion of Mr. Milles's Piety and Virtue, 
and ſeems in ſome Plates not to have 
given him his dne Praiſe. In anſwer 
to which, be hath nothin g more to ſay 


or himſelf than'that it is much ſafer 


and better to err on this hand, than 


on the other ; it being more common for 


6 Authors, 


8 


* ) 
Awtbors, on theſe Occaſſons, 10 ood 
by ſaying too much, than too lit of 
thoſe: Perſons they would recommend 10 
10 World. wh 


aN IB TOM TD Woe 


we F Any. one receive any 8 atisfac- 


ion, or. Pleaſure, or: Beef, from what 
is contained in the following Sheets, the 
Writer of. them hath his Aim, as to the 
Ky wcceſs of them in the M. orld ; and 
hath. nothing more at preſent to wiſh 
for, than that the Church of England 
may always flouriſh with, many Mani: 


ters who ma) ve equal. in Learnin 8 
2 Piety to this excellent Perſon, the 


late Reverend Mr. . Mulles.. 
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SHE Enjoyment of Immortality 
is ſo intimately interwoven. i 1015 
the Inclinations and Deſires, of 
ell en, that as there is nothing 
they more earneſtly with for, 


154 


than to furviye as long as is poſſible, ſo they 


are not a little ambitious to tranſmit theit 


Names and Memories, when dead, down to 
0 4 B th 0 


2 The LIE E of the 
the lateſt Poſterity. This ſtrange Propenſity 


of W Lowe Ne not only ſeen. in the 
F pre- 


in a manner continue and preſerve them- 
ves in w Wold, but alſo in the many ſorts 


| been very induſtrious in erecting for this very 


urpoſe. Their magnificent Houſes and de- 


lightful Gardens are doubtleſs deſigned not on- 

ly for their preſent convenienge and Grisfadj- 

on; but alſo to make them EN 
thoſe who ſhall come after them : Who 

they ſee theſe great and uſeful Archievements, 

are apt to enquife after, and call to mind 

the Authors of chem, and. to pay - 


IN Tribute of Praiſe for the ſame. It 


is Inclination which hath in all Ages 
A Statues; Pillars, Trophies, and Mo- 
—— Inſcriptions; which have either been 


made and raiſed by the Perſons themſelves, 


who intended to perpetuate. their: own Me- 


3 


ce 


and Relations Ee their Deceale j Who * — 


in this matter, as they thought, molt agrecably. 
te the Will of the Dead, as well a8 moſt ſuix-· 


ably to the Reſpect and Honour they deſign. 


wAT\ 


ed to pa pay't to the 1 of their Spe 
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e their Families, whereby they think that 


are known to have 
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Reverend Mn iat Nils. 3 


Now amongſt all thoſe ways, whereby the 


Memorial of the Great and the Good may be 
preſerved in the World, there is none more 


fitly adapted to this purpoſe, nor more gene · 


* uſeful to Mankind, than the committing 


to Writing a true Account of the Lives and 
Actions, the Converſation and Fortunes 6 
ſuch Perſons, as have been any way remark- 
able either in a publick, or private Courſe of 
Life. Not to let the Remembrance of ſuch 
Men wither and decay for want of refreſhing 
it, nor to moulder away and petiſh for want 
of embalming it, is a Debt and Duty Which 
all that were ſo happy as to be acquainted 
wich them owe to their Virtues, and the pro- 

per and juſt payment of which redounds much 
to the Honour of God, will contribute to the 
Encouragement of Virtue and Religion, and 
help to ſhame Vice and neneſs out of 
the World. And for this reaſon doubtleſs it 
was that the 8on of Sirach adviſed us; Ec- 
clus. Chap. xliv. 10 praiſe famous Men, and 
our Fathers that begat us, by whom the 
Lordbath wrought great Glory, by his Fou, 
from the beginning. Whether they wete ſubli 
Men; 4 did bear rule in their Kingdoms, 
and were! renowned for Power —— Or whe- 
ther they were ſuch as (by their Knowledge 
* 8 meet ** People, m_ 


4 . i Lie eas 


and eloquent in un or os. 
ther they were merciful: Men, whoſe Righ- 
teouſneſs:bath not been forgotten: Concern- 
ing all echeſe it may very juſtly: be ſaid; that 
the thein Bodies art buried in Peace, and per- 

aps privacy too, yet their Names will oe; 
and;ongbt.to be:preſerved, for evermore. 
FRE following Account, ; tho it doth not 
contain the Hiſtory of a Great, yet I am 
ſore is a faichful Nartative af the Life and 
Actiobs of a very Good. Man; of one who 

never indeed appear'd much on the publick 
Stage of Life, but who in a very private Sta- 
tion, as Rector and Miniſter, for a great part 
of his Life, of a Country Pariſn, in a remote 
Corner of the Nation, did as much good, 
ſhived as bright, and was as much beloved 
and eſteemed by all that were acquainted with 
bis great Prudence, | Piety, Charity, and 
Learning, as any that evet have ſtood in a 
higher Station and been more abundantly, 48. 
nified ee in the Church. 

vn mor ” | e IDY* Nn v W 
T2H E Reverend Iſaas Miller (wboſs 
Uite is here writ without any Ornament 
of Speech, or worldly. Wiſdom, but with the 
utmoſt Truth and Plainneſs, the moſt unfeigned 
Sigoerity and Juſtice) was bor at Cortzie la, 
ig ow * Re and fruitful County of 

| Suffolk, 


Reverend Mr. Isaac MilIrs. 5 
Suffolk; not far, about four Miles, from the 
polite Town of St. Eununil s. Bury, on che 
19 day of Septembers iu the V ear 1638: His 
Father, Mr. Thomas Miles, was a plain Coun- 
try Gentleman, who upon a dell Eſtate of 
bis own, with; a great deal of Prudence, Fru- 
gality; and good Husbandry, bred'up, and hap- 
pily placed out in the World, eleven Children, 
of whom Mr. 1/aac Milles was the youngeſt. 
Concerning his Mother I have not been able 
to leain any thing more than that ſhe was a 


Miniſter's Daughter, and died when Mr. Milles 


was an Infant, or at leaſt very young. His 
Father's rewe is at this Day preſerved 
both at- ce and Bury, and ſome old 
Men there jo now make mention of the bright 
Reputation he had for Integrity and Honeſty, 
and of his great Hoſpitality, conſidering the 
Smallneſs of his Circumſtances, and of the con- 
ſtant Chearfulneſs and Mirth of his Temper 
and Converſation. Of his Sons, the eldeſt was 
Mr. Thomas Miller, to whom he left his little 
Eſtate; he educated two, bi. Mr. Samuel 
Milles and our Mr. Iſaac Mille, to the Mini- 
ſtry ; ; of whom the former, Mr. Samuel Mills | 
was Vicar of Royſton for many Years, whom we 
ſhall have occaſion to mention more hereaſter, 
and another of his Sons, Mr. John Milles, 
was a very conſiderable Tradeſman at Dedham 

B 3 in 
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u Bien The reſt of his 1 
— in the World, and Ae et 
woll and happily married.” 10 N 
Tx ſirſt . of any great a. which 
pur Mr. T/aac Millęs took notice of, ſo as to 
make any Reflexions upon it. Was the mourn- 
ful Death of that excellent Prince K. Bharles I: 
which happening Jan. 30. 1645, fell imp the 
former part of the eleventh Vear of his Age. 
The diſmal News of this fatal Event, as I have 
heard him relate, was brought to his Father 
by his Servant whom he had ſent to the Mar- 
ter at Bury, who when he came in, told his 
Maſter, that all the Diſcou 8 at Bury was, 
that the King was behsade '\Ung 0: which 


News of this moſ} — 16 and anpatallelled 
Maurther was to him altogether as unexpeR-' 
ed, as it was :ſtrange and ſtupriz ing in it ſelf. 
For indeed he, never troubled himſelf with 
reading any of the News. Papers, either the 
Mercarins Nuſticus, or the Mercuriut Au- 
licut, which at and before this time flew about 
the Nation; but was always intent upon the 
Management; of bis Eſtate, and the breeding 
up, and providing for his Children; and ſo 
might be altogether ignorant of the Deſigns 
which were — on at this time, at leaſt 
it 
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Reverend Mr. IsAxc Mu Ls. 7 | 


it might never enter into his Thoughts, that 
the Men then in Power would or could ever 
have proceeded in their Villany to ſuch an 
enormous heighth, as to murther their King. 
In this ſtate of Amazement he ſtood a little 
while, with his Hands and Eyes lifted up to 
Heaven, and then retiting into his Parlour, 
whither his Son I/aac followed him, and his 
Spirits ſeeming to fail him, he ſat down in a 
Chair and fetched many deep and doleful 
Sighs, the Tears running down his Checks 
very plentifully all the while; but after ſome 
time ſeeming in ſome meaſure to have recover- 
ed himfelf, he without ſpeaking a word with- 
drew into his Cloſer, and was ſeen no more 
in his Family that Day, 

Tuts great Grief, which his Father FI 
manifefted for the before unheard of Fact, gave 
to the Son Mr. I/aac Milles early and deep 
Impreffions of Abhorrence and Deteſtation 
rowards rhe beginners and carryers on of 
that great and unnatural Rebellion ' againſt 
K. Charles I. which had ſuch a tragical End in 
the Marther of the beſt of our Exgliſh Mo- 
narchs; which Impreſſions grew up, conti- 
nued, and encreafed with him till his dying 
Day. And always in the courſe of his Mini- 
ſtry, on the Day ſet apart to faſt and mourn | 
for this narional Crime; and in his Diſcourſe 

B 4 at 


8. be LIF E of hs. 


at other times in his ordinary 1 
he uſed. to ſer forth to every Body, as occa- 
ſion offered, in the moſt lively and moving 
manner, the Unlawfulneſs and Cauſeleſſueſs 
of the Rebellion, the Heinouſneſs of the 
Murther of the King, which enſued there- 
upon, and. the horrible Outrage of all that 
Rapine and Bloodlhed, Oppreſſion, and Cruelty, 
which was committed before and after it; the 
guilt of all which he thought was to be charg- 
ed to the ſole Account of them, who began 
and carried on the War againſt the King, put 
him to Death, and erected a Form of Govern- 
ment in Church and State, utterly inconſiſtent 
with the fundamental Conſtitution of chis 

Kingdom | 
SON after this, in theeleventh Year of his 
Age, An. 1649. his Father ſent him to the Free- 
School at St. Edmund s- Bury, and committed 
him to the care of that very learned and moſt 
accompliſhed Maſter of Arts, Sciences and 
Letters, Dr. Stephens. This Royal School, 
which was founded and plentifully endowed 
by that hopeful Prince, K. Edward VI. and 
by other noble and worthy Benefactors, hath 
| always been, and is ſtill in very great Repute; 
— „to be under 505 and underſtanding 
ee and to be eee and taught by 
Men 


| Reverend Mr. Isaac MiLLEs. 9 


Men of great Eminence for Learning and 


Probity; amongſt whom Mr. Dickenſon, the 
above-mentioned Dr. Stephens, and Mr. 
Leeds; who ſueceeded one the other, ſtand 
foremoſt in the Liſt of Fame. Under Dr. 
Stephens, the worthy Editor of Statins, and 
Tranſlator into Engliſb Verſe,” of ſome Part 
of his Works, Mr. Milles learned the firſt 
Rudiments of the Latin and Greet Tongues, 
and ſomething of the Hebrew, to the perfect 
Knowledge of the laſt of which he after- 
wards arriyed in the Univerſity of Cambridge. 
He paſſed quite through Bury School, from 
the lower to the uppermoſt part of it; and 
was perſectly well grounded and formed by 
that skilful and excellent Maſter Dr. Stephens, 
not only to a thorough Underſtanding and 
Knowledge of the Greek and Latin Poets, 
and Hiſtorians, and Orators; to Rhetoric, 
and the other poetical and proſe Exercitat 
ons, which are common in all Schools, and 
have always been performed in this with the 
greateſt Exactneſs; but alſo to that unaffected 
Sincerity and Probity of Manners, to that 
exact Regularity of Deportment and Chriſ- 
tian Converſation, which afterwards ſhined 
forth ſo brightly in all his Actions, during the 
whole Courſe of his long Life. From him 
alſo bo: more perfectly — and was fixed 
[, and 
FT, : 


3 


— 
— - 
* Wwe N 8 
oy 


— —— 
— — — = — ip; my 
— po — — 2 
— "Da A 
4 = 5 e — 
* . ˙¹·⁰gf 5m M —r— 
* — 
. 


3 8 2 „ 
1 > i - 


10 The LIFE of the” © 
and ſettled in thoſe worthy Principles of 
Loyalty to his Prince, and Concern for his 
Country; whick he had imbib'd from his Fa- 
ther in his more tender V ears, and which al- 
ways rendered him intirely averſe to all Alte- 
rations and Novelties, either in Church or 
State. His Maſter was always a ſteddy 
Royaliſt, and, as I have heard, had ſuffered 
not a little in his private Fortane' for _ 
Loyalty to the King. 

Tux School, during the whole: Time-of 
Mr. Milles's being there, which was about 
ſeven Years, as'well as before, and, general- 
Iy ſpeakiug, ſince, was much frequented, and 


full, beſides of others, of ſeveral of the Sons 


of the Nobility and Gentry; ſome of whom 
he uſed to delight to mention with Honour. 
But of none of thoſe who were at Bury 
School, at the ſame time with him, did he 
ſpeak with ſo great Reſpect and Commenda- 
tion, as of Mr. North, who was afterwards 
Lord Chief Juſtice of the King's- Bench; 
and at laſt, Lord Keeper of the Great Seal 
of England, the Father of the preſent Lord 
Guilford. Cancerning him he would fre- 
quently fay, he never knew a more manly, 
or more Gentleman-like Youth ; that he was 
rarely ſeen or known to take the Diverſions 
which the other Boys took, but always diſ- 

tinguiſhed 


'- Reverend Mr. Isaac MLESs. 11 
tinguiſhed himſelf from his School fellows,” as 
much by his Deportment withour the School, 

as he did by his Performances within it, and 
by the Advancement and Elevation of his 

Fortunes afterwards. When Mr. Milles grew 

up towards the upper part of the School, 
and his Fancy and Judgment began to ripen 
and diſplay themſelves, he was as remarkable 
as any of his Time there, for the Correct- 
neſs of his Exerciſes, and for the Taſte and 
Reliſh he 'had of the Phraſeology and Style, 
the Beauties and Elegancies of the Authors he 
learned; which he did readily imitate, as oc- 
caſion ſerved, in his accuſtomed both Verſe 
and Proſe Performances. Nay, as I have 
been informed, the Health and Vigour of his 
Body and Mind were ſuch at this time, that 
he was able to take more Pains, to attend 
longer to, and was therefore always more 
ready and perfect in the Buſineſs of the 
School, than many who had nor fo health- 
ful a Frame of Body could poſſibly be. | 

Dvur1NG the whole Time of Mr. Milles's 
continuance. at the Free-School at St. Ed- 
mund's-Bury, his Father was fo careful and 
tender of him, and fo deſirous to ſee him as 
often as he could, that he obliged him to 
come home to his Houſe at Cockfield every 
Saturday in the Afternoon, and did not per- 
r | mit 
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we LIF E ef be 
mit 1 to return to School till. Monday, 
ſending him out very eatly in the Morning, 
that he might be at School as early as the 
Boys uſually came together. And I have 
heard Mr. Milles ſay, that his Father oblig' d 
bim moſt commonly, eſpecially when the 
Weather was good, to perform this Journey, 
which was of four Miles, on ſoot, intending 
hereby to promote the Health, and increaſe 
the Vigour of bis Mind and Bod. 
Hrs Father, after he was arrived at the 
Top of this School, by the Advice and Di- 


rection of his Maſter, Dr. Stephens, got him 
admitted into St. John's College in Cambridge, 


in or about the Vear 1656. Here he was 
committed to the Care of a very worthy and 
leatned Tutor, Mr. Turner, aſterwards Dr. 
Turner, and Miniſter of Soldern in Oxford. 
ſhire, a Parſonage, if I miſtake not, in the 
Gift of St. John's College in Cambridge. This 
excellent Divine did, as I am informed, write 


and publiſh, not long before his Death (which! 


happened ſome Years ago at his Parſonage of 
Soldern) a very curious Treatiſe in Latin, De 
Lapſu hominum & Angelorum. But Mr. 
Milles did not long enjoy the Benefit of this 
his learned Tutor; for before it was long after 
his Admiſſion, this Gentleman had a Call to 
1. out of the Univerſity, which. made 

him 
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Reverend Mr. 1sxaxc MiLLss. t 3 
him leave it, and Mr. Millet was turned over, 
as the Cuſtom then was, to another Tutor, 


Mr. Fog; who was, indeed, an excellent Man, 


of great Sobriety and Piety of Life and Man- 
ners, as well as conſidetable Learning. This 


Gentleman, from the Scrupuloſity of his 


Mind, and his great ſear to do any thing that 
was vtwarrdniable; or inconſiſtent. with his 


former Obligations, loſt a very rich Parſo- 
nage; I think it was Harding in Flintſhire, 


fot not complying with the Reſtoration of the 


Ohurch, aſter the Reſtoration of the King. 

But he was afterwards better informed con- 
cerning his Duty, and heartily conforming to 
the Conſtitution of our Church, became Dean 
of Cheſter; in which Station he dy'd, aged 
near Ninety, but à very few Years ago. For 
Dr. Fog, the worthy: Dean of Cheſter, Mr 


Miller always retained fo hearty an Eſteem, 


that after his eldeſt Son was made Biſhop of 
Waterford and Liſmore, in the Kingdom of 
Ireland, he never went into that Kingdom, 
by the way of Cheſter, without being charged 
by his Father, as I have been informed by his 
Lordſhip, particularly to wait upon Dean Fog, 
and to preſent his F ather's humble Duty and 

Reſpects to him. * 
As Mr. Milles was, in a manner, dedica- 
ted by his * and ay by his own 
Incli- 
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3 very early to the Work of the 


Miniſtry; ſo he apply'd himſelf at the U- 


niyerſity to the diligent ſtudy and learning 
of all thoſe things, which are the neceſſary 


Foundation, whereupon to build a uſeſul 
Knowledge of Theology; ſuch are, as he 
was then adviſed, the ſtudy. of Logic, Me- 


taphyſics, Ethics, both moral and chriſtian, 


and Phyſics: But at this time he was more 
eſpecially diligent in acquiring a thorough 
Knowledge of the Hebrew Tongue; and ar- 
riyed at ſo great Perfection in it, that he was 
all his Life after, a great Maſter of the Bihlic 
Hebrew, and for many Years together con- 
ſtantly read over all the Books of the Old 
Teſtament, in their original Language. He 
lived to ſee a Skill in that Language ridiculed 
by ſame, and neglected by almoſt all the 
Clergy, which he much lamented, and uſed 
to affirm with ſome Zeal, that it was impoſ- 
ſible for one, who , apply'd himſelf ro the 
Study of Divinity, to become a good Textua- 
ry, which is an indiſpenſable Qualification! 


in one who would laudably fuſtain the Cha- 


rater of a good Divine, who could not rea- 
dily read and underſtand the Books of the 
Old Teſtament in hte W 2 


* 
„ 
4 8 - 
* 


wards proved, and made himſelf plainly ap- 


the learned Dr. Bever 


Reverend Mr. Isxae MilIxs. iy 


+ Ir may not, perhaps, be thought impro- 
per here to make — of ſome eminent 
Men, who were at the Univerſity of Cam- 
bridge, and particularly of St. Fohn's College 
there, at the ſame time when Mr. Milles was 
there, and whom he uſed to take ſome Delight 
to mention with the: greateſt Honour and 
Eſteem. 

—_—— were Dr. Cave, who was of St. 
obn's Coll ege, whoſe Skill and Knowledge 
in the — and Hiſtory of the Church, 
have render'd him famous all over the Chrif- 
tian World. This great Man, Mr. Mille: 
uſed to ſay, did not at all promiſe, while he 
liv'd at Cambridge, to be that Man he after- 


pear to be: He was then looked upon as one 
of the idle and negligent ones, and ſeemed to 
live without much Thought or Reflexion. 
Bur all this wore off when he came out into 
the World; and then he ſufficiently recbves 


red, by his cloſe and diligent Application to 


Study, the . he d to have lolbj in 1 
Univerſity, ' 


THe next Perſon Me: Milles was 
to boaſt of, AS; Folie was 


iage, who, Mr. Milles 
uſed often to lay, was, from his firſt Acceſ- 


| tn to the Univerſity, one of the moſt ſober, 


4 mortified, 
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mortified, ſtudious young Men he had ever 


Known. He was never, or very furely, ſeen 


in thoſe Places of Diverſion, where other 
young Scholars uſed very intiocently to paſs 
away their Time; but generally ſpent thoſe 
Hours, either at a Bookſeller's Shop, in uſe- 
ful Converſation, or in his Chamber at his 
Study. But then he did never abſent himſelf 
from any of the Duty or Exercifes of the 
Houſe, but was a conſtant and diligent Arren- 
der upon and Auditor of them He went 
to into the World very ſoon, and how famous 
beg grew in the Church afterwards, and how 
well he deſerved the exalted Station to which 
he was at laſt advanced, his moſt learned ind 
ous Works do make abundantly manifeſt. 

Tur profbund Divine, and moſt earned 
Scholar, Biſhop Stilling fleet, was another 


Perſon, in whom Mr. Milles uſed to fri- 


umph, when he had a mind to exalt the 
Credit of the Univerſity of Cambridge, and 
to praiſe the illuſtrious Men of St. John's 
College. This Gentleman, Mr. Milles uſed 
to ſay, was placed, when he firſt came to the 
Univerſity; under the Direction of his elder 


Brother, Mr. Hilling fleet, Fellow of the Col- 


lege, a very grave and good Man, and eſteem- 
ed a very excellent Scholar. He was ſaid to 
have taken a WR deal of Cate of, and to 


& 117101 have 
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have carried a; very ſtrict Hand over his 
Brother, during the whole time of his being i in 
the Uniyerſity. But notwithſtanding this, Mr: 
Stilling fleet, whilſt he continued in St. Johns 
College; was not remarkable for any thing, 
bur the Brightneſs and Pregnancy of his Parts; 
nor Was it expected by any one, that he 


would ever, haye ſhined forth with ſo great 


Luſtre, as be aſterwards, did. He had not 
been very long made F ellow of St. Johns he- 
fore he lebt the College; and being made Mi- 
niſter of an obſcure Pariſh in Bedfordfbire, 
apply'd himſelf there with ſo great Diligence 
to his Studies, as to lay the Foundation of 
that great Learning, by which he was 5 
wards ſo uſeſul ro the Churck. 
Axorurk Perſon Mr. Milles uſed. to 
mention, was Dr. Humpbrey Gower, after- 
ward the worthy, Maſter of St. Johns College; 
This, Gentleman waz pretty near of the ſame 
Standing, 1 believe of the, ſame Lear, with 
Mr. Milles. He was a molt clean and come! 
Youth „and look d on as one of the belt 
Scholars of his Year. . Mr. Milles and he 


happened to be under the ſame Tutors, who 


uſed to propoſe Gower. to all the reſt, as a 
Pattern. His Exerciſes were always, com- 
mended, and ſometimes ſhewn about, and, in 
ance Diſputations in * Tutors Chambers, 
BATS £ | 49 
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Uhronged, When it was known that Vr Tr. 


* 


as the Cuſtöm then Was he uſed to be ſtyled 


Ertuditas fevers. This Applauſe and Com. 
mendatioh, or the fiatural bent! of his Tefh- 


per or, perhaps; Both togetlier; ereatetl in 
this young Man, as Mr: Millef uſed bo fly, 
ſach a Pride atid Statelineſs öf Depbrtment, 
as render d bit very diſtaſtflil to atid hated 
by all, as well as deſpisd by ſome of his Con- 
tethporaries. He was, tiowever, àfterwards 


of St. Johns; and is faid to have been one of 
the beſt Goyertionts the College ever had- 
Tua late moſt Reverend Archbiſhop. 6f 
Santer bu, Dr. Tahſan, the hüt bf St. 
Julms College; yet Was in the Univerſity at 
the time when MF. Millet Wis thete; he Was 
Three or font Years above Mr. Miller in ſtan- 
„He ſhined very brigüt, was eſtectmed 
lan of great Ingehictfmeſs aw Learning; 
Alchthe Opinton Add Expectathöm bf him wete 
ihheb füch, thatz as 1 have heatd Mr: Miles 
Dy! the Shicls Were ters that olinatily 


92 had any thing to do there. ele 

Tut Reveretid Dr. Cove? was atlötlier; öf 

whom Mr, MP1 never ſpoke wiktiour” the 

greateft Commendation and Reſpect. He 

ulec to fay, he Had the repute of one of the 

gAntiteſt, and belt teihper'd, and malt Sone 
— Wn out 


advanced tö the Govefnment or the College 
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Yourhs he bad ever heard of. And being a 
little acquainted with him, he found hi ſuch. 
He is ſtill alive, tho' very old, and Head of 
ſome College in Cambridge, the Author of 
rheſe Pupets knows not which, he being an 
intirè Stranger to the wren of Clams: 
by BO vv 5 W 2541 

N. Millet Was alſo a lde ee 
wich that moſt ingenious and learned Gentle- 
man, Dr. Grove; afterward Biſhop of Chi- 
thefter- But whether his Acquaittatice with 
him was while tie was a Member of the Uni- 
verſiry; or afterwards; when he was ſettled at 
Barley, I do not remember. He uſed to ſay, 


doncerting this mot ingenious Petſon, that 


befidesalt his other Wonderful, both intellec- 
tual and moral Perfections; he was a Man of 
the moſt gentile and nice Raillery in Cont 
verfarion; whillt he" was a anz os) that 
ever he Knew. 

THERE were ober g great and good Men of 
the Univerſity of Cambridge, whom 1 have 
heard Mr. Mille mention with the higheſt 
Venetation, who were either dead before he 
knew "the Univerſity; or pretty much ad- 
vanced in Veats when he was there; and 
who were neyer mention d wirhout Hotrout 
at that time. Suth were Dr. Daport, Dr. 
Iſaac Barrew, Dr. North, of es: 

S 2 
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Dr. Tuckney, Dr. Gunning, Dr. Turner; ſucz 
ceſſively Maſters of St. John's College, Men 


of great Learning, Piety, and the moſt un- 
ſported. Integrity of Life and Converſation; 
excepting only that in Dr. Tuc&ney, the Nar- 


rowneſs and Sowerneſs, as well as Falſhood 
and Abſurdity, of his Calviniſtical Opinions, 


tarniſned and vilified his otherwiſe excellent 
Abilities and Qualifications.  _. 
Or theſe Mr. Milles was hm well 


acquainted with Dr. Turner, ſometime Biſhop | 


of Eh, and receiy'd many Favours from him, 
both before he was Biſhop of that See, and 
after he was deprived of it, for not taking 
the Oaths to King William and Queen Mary- 
And I have been aſſured, that this Right Re- 
verend Prelate writ ſeveral very kind Letters 
to Mr. Millet, after, he was deprived, and 
endeavoured to do a ſmall Service, as L have 
heard, to one of his Sons at the 81 of 
Oxford. 

Bor to return, whilſt Mr. Milles c continu- 
ed at the Univerſity of Cambridge, in St. 
Jobw' s. College, he chiefly conſorted himſelf 
with them who longed for the Redemption 
of Iſrael :, and at _— the much wiſh'd for 
Reſtoration of the Government, in Church 
and State, approached, when it was leaſt 
looked for, and ſeemed moſt deſperate; and 

5 was 
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was fully compleated, in the Spring of the 
Year 1660. 

' AND now nothing could hinder Mr: Mills 
from immediately applying himſelf to the 
Work of the Miniſtry, which after having 
been duely Ordained and continued ſome- 
time in a State of Probation and Exerciſe, he 
enter d on firſt in a little Town in Hertford- 
ſhire, calley Barley,” on the Edge of Cam- 
bridgeſhire.” Here he was Curate, if I miſ- 
take not, firſt to one Dr. Frank, then Rector 
of this Pariſh, upon whoſe Death, or Reſig- 
nation, this rich Parſonage came to the Share 
of rhe ingenious and learned Dr. Beaumont, 
Maſter of Peter houſe, and the King's Pro- 
feſſor of Divinity in the Univerſity of Cam- 
brilge. Dr. Beaumont being well acquain- 
ted with Mr. Millecs Character, both in the 


Univerſity and at Barley, was glall to con- 


tinue him his Curare, and. generbuſly allowed 
him a very plentiful Stipend. Concerning 


the Particulars of the Life of this excellent 


Man, Dr. Zoſeph Beaumont, 1 have been 


able to obtain but very imperfe@ Informa- 
tion. I have heard Mr. Milles ſay, that 


he was ejected out of his Fellowſhip in 


Peterhouſe, for the ſake of his Loyalty 
ro his Prince; that he was a Man of great 
Fobriety and Strictneſs of Life and Con- 


C 3 verſation; 


22 . The LI FE 7 1 the N 
verſaion.; ;. that the Grayity and Decency of 
his Deportment, gained him a very extraordi- 
nary Regard and Reverence from all ; that no 
one could poſſibly acquit hbimſelf, as Profeſſax 
of Divinity, with more Sufficiency than he [ 
did that when he performed his Parts in the 
Divinity Acts, he ſpoke the moſt current and 

pure Latin, and very much in the Way and 
Style of Terence; inſomuch that the Audi 
tors were ſometimes uncertain whether the 
Comedian or the Profeſſur bad the Adyantage 
in the Clearneſs and Elegance of the Expreſ- 
ſion. He Jived.to.2 good od Age, and died, 
as I have heard, much regretted by the Uni- 
verſity of Cambridge, and by all good Men 
that knew him. His Hebe is à mo admi: 
rable diyine poem, and well firtech to kindle, 

in the Hearts of all that read itz,a,cloye: to 
God end Goodneſs,. And if 1 ſhould aſgribe 
the eatly Tinckure and tender Senſe, which Mr. 
Ales had for Virtue, and Piety, to his, der 
lighting to read this: Poem, in his: younger 
Mearsg I. ſhould not be much out of the way. 

yy UN UER the Dir cfion and Encouragement 
of this very valnablg F erſon, and, in all Re- 
pee, moſt accompliſh d Divine, it was impoſ- 
ſible for Mr. Milles not to receive all the Ad- 
vantage, Which a young Man could be ca. 
pable * ; A as ati: the great 


Civi- 
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Civility; Kindneſs, and Regard, which Dr. 
Beaumunt conſtantly manifeſted for him, and 
ſtil treated him withal: As Barley was not 
far, nat above ten Miles from Cambridge ; 
and as Mr. Milles had a great many Friends 
there, he often viſited that Univerſity; and 
as I find by a Diary, or Journal, now be- 
fore me, which he then kept of his Life, he 
never went to Cambridge, without going in 
the firſt Plage rg Peter hou ſe, where he was 
r kindly received and entertained by the 

Maſter Dr. Beaumont. He had alſo, 

ad by his Journal, a very particular and 

— Acquaintance with ſeveral of the 
Fellouit, at that time, of this College: A- 
mong i the reſt, I find the Reverend Mr. Cook 
was one of his chief Friends. He was like. 
wiſe well acquainted, and frequently conver- 
ſant, wich ſeveral of St. John's College, 


whereof he had been a Member; amongſt 
whom I find the Names of theſe which fol- 
low, | viz;\ Mr. Sorsby\, Mr. Carter, Mr. 


Whitaker, the Son of the famous Mr: Jeremy 
I bitaker, one of the Londap Claſſical Di- 


vines in the Times of the Confuſion, a Man 
of great Learning and Ingeniouſneſs, and 
much better Principles than his Father. This 


Gentleman and Mr. Miller afterwards married 


two Siltets. 
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d 8 ut Mr. M#les's great and moſt — 
Acquaintance and Friend, of St. John's Col- 
lege, was the reverend Mr. Thomas Smoulr, Fel- 
low of that College, and afterwards Dr. in Divi- 
nity, and Caſuiſtical Profeſfor in the Univer · 
ſity of Cambridge. For this Gentleman Mr. 
Millet had the greateſt Reſpect, as on the o- 
ther Hand Mr. Smonlit's Regards were mutual; 
inſomuch that the former never went to 
Cambridge without ſpending a good deal of 
time with Mr. Smoult; nor did the latter at 
any time come near to Barky, wirhout viſi- 
ting or ſending for Mr: M5/les. * Mr. Swmoult 
was, for ſome time, whilſt Mr. Miller was 
Curate of Barley, Miniſter of Baxtway, a 
Pariſh not far from Barley; and ſo placed, 
they had frequent Opportunities of a mutual 
and very endearing Intercourſe. There ſeem- 
ed alſo) to be a great; Reſemblance and Si- 
militude in their Tempers, they being both 
Men of the greateſt. Plainneſs, and the moſt 
undiſguiſed Sincerity and Integrity. Indeed, 
in this Point of Integrity, which of all other 
Qualificationg, is: the, beſt and moſt. becoming 
a Clergyman, Mr. Smouit ſeemed to ſurpaſs 
moſt Men, and was always ſo diſtinguiſhed 
by kit, that after the Lord: Kceper North, 
who was once a Member of St. John's Col- 
lege, and had been well acquainted with Mr. 
* 9 5 Smoult 
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Smoult there; had left: the College a long 
time, if by chance he met with any one chat 
well knew St. 7om's College, he would be 
fare till ++" Lt of him, how pr gg 
Smoult did? 

AND. now 1 am»ſpeaking of this good 
Friend of Mr. Mz1les's, Dr. Smoult, I cannot 
but call to mind a Story, which I have fre. 
quently heard told of him, with great Confi: 
dence, and which his Friends did aver to be 
certain Matter of Fact. It happened, not 
many Vears after the Reſtoration of King 
Charles Il, that Mr. Smoult was either a Vifi- 
ter, or à Gueſt, at the Houſe of a certain 
Gentleman, who had one Day ſeveral other 
Gentlemen who came to dine with him; ſome 
by Invitation, and others of their own Accord. 
Mr. dmoult, being the only Clergyman in the 
Company, was oblig d to ſay Grace before 
they ſat down to Dinner, which accordingly 
he did: But whilſt he was performing this 
Office, a certain young Gentleman in the 
Company, behaved himſelf in ſuch a manner, 
with ſo much Contempt and Ridicule of the 
Parſon, as he called him, that all the Com- 
pany, as well as Mr. Smoult, could not but 
take particular Notice of him. Mr. Smoult, 
however, ſaid nothing, nor ſhewed any man- 
ner of Reſentment of the Affront, leſt he 
ſhould 
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d:any-way render the Company uneaſy, 
the time of Dinner. When Dinner 
was ver, and it was Mr. Soult 's Nuty to 
fay- Giace afterwards, the ſame Gentleman 
was fo remarkably ſilly and rude, whilſt he 
was performing-this Duty, that Mr. Swas/t, 
and the whole-Company, could do no other. 
wife than much obſerve it. Mr. Kmouls 
thought it hecame him to: reſent this unacy 
countable Behaviour, in a way ſomewhat dif- 
forent from that, in which the reſt of tho 
Company thought fit to take notice of it; 
and calling the Gentleman aſide, into a litris 
Room hard by: he ieproved him pretty ſevere: 
iy, for his Propbancnefs and ill Manners, 
Upon this the Gentleman ſeemed ſo much 


hBettled, that he told him he would never bear 


ſuch an Indignity, but did demand, and 
Would have from him, an honourable Amends. 
Upon which Mr. Sault told him, he did nor 
Ano that any Amends was due to him, nor 
What he mean by an honourable one: Whars- 
upon; in a ſeemiug Rage, the Gentleman 
dapped his Hand on this Sword. Mr. S moult 
then told him: That he wore no Sword, 
4/and: his Profeſſion withheld him from the 
uſe of one; adding, that he did ſuppoſe 


++. chat was the chief Reaſon, which made 
5 un ſo fotward to demand a Satisfaction, 


. «« which 


it was the, aforementioned Gentleman who 
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Reverend Mr. Isaag Miles, 32 
'* which he knew, in the preſent Caſe; conld 
+ not, nor would not be given to him: And 
ſo left bim and went to the Company. Aſter | 
he had far 2 little while, thers; came in a Te 
vant, who, . whiſpering him in the Ear; told 
him there was one withogt deſired to ſpeak 
with him. Mr. Saut, not thinking, any 
more of what had paſſed, and never jmagining 


ſent for him, went into the Garden, hither 
the Servapt led him; and at the upper end of 
it, found this ſame Gentleman alking to and 
fro, with two Swords under his Arm. As 
ſoon as Mr. Jnnoult came to him, the Gentle- 
man told him, he did inſiſt upon Mr. Pan ſons 
(o he ſtyled him) giving him the Satisfaction 
he had demanded; and that now there wWas 
no room for his former Refuſal; ſince he had 
there two Swords, of which he might take 
which he pleaſed, holding out the Hilts of the 
Swords to him. Aſter a little Pauſe, Mr. 

Smoult accepted of one of the Swords, and 
retiring to a {mall Diſtance, ;{tripped Malt 
to his Waſfeca. grew, and apply'd himſelf 


0 the Combat; reſolying, however, as he 


laid, to be only on the Defenſive. The 
a after ſome Flouriſhes, to ſhew 
how well he had been bred to the Sword, 
me three or four hearty Thruſts at him, 


the 
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the laſt of which, Mr. Smonlt, who was a 


perfect Maſter of his Weapon, put by, with 
fo great Force, ſuch Exactneſs, and ſteadineſs 
of Direction and Motion, and ſuch Intrepi- 
dity of Mind, that he had like to have diſ- 
armed the Gentleman, by flinging his Sword 
out of his Hand, and at the fame time very 
nimbly and dextrouſly running in to him, 
threw up his Heels, and very fairly laid him 


en his Back. | After which, holding the Point 
of his Sword near his Breaſt, he told him, he 


did apprehend: * That by the Laws of the 
«© honourable Satisfaction he had ſo importu- 
<«« nately demanded and taken, he ought now 
to beg his Life:* Which the Gentleman, 
however refuſed to do. Whereupon Mr. 
Smoult took his Sword from him, and broke 
it over his Head. And then, after he had 
on his Cloaths, he broke alſo the Sword 
which he himfelf had uſed; and ſo went into 
the Company he had left, who knew nothing 
of 'what had paſfed in his Abſence. This 
Affair, as it had no Witneſſes to it, ſo might 
it have gone off without being ever mentio- 


ned, if the Gentleman, who was. concerned, 


had not been ſo indiſcreer as to publifh it. 
Mr. Smoult, for Reaſons beſt known to him. 
ſelß always afterwards diſapproved and con- 


| demned his own Conduct herein „ tho' ſome 


may 


ſome time, very well acquainted with Sir 


Reverend Mr. 1s>ac Mil LIS. 12 
may be apt to fay, there was nothing in 
that ought to be blamed; and, as I have heard 
Mr. Milles fay, he was not well pleaſed to 
hear it at any time mentioned. 
WuIIST Mr. Miles was at t Barley; he 
had the Honour to be known to, and after 


Edward Atkins (then Mr. Atkins) after - 
wards one of the Barons, and, at laſt, Lord 


Chief Baron of the Exchequer: This Gentle- 


man having a fair Eſtate, as I think, at, or 
near, Barley, frequently came thither ; and 


always, when he was there, Mr. Milles en- 


joyed a good deal of his Converſation. In 
no long time Sir Edward Atkins grew into 
ſuch a liking and concern for Mr, Milles, that 
he voluntarily offer d him his Favour and Ser- 
vice, and ſaid, that as he would be very 
watchful, ſo he ſhould alſo be very glad to 
do him any manner of Service, towards 0 
being removed to a Preferment, which 
bring him in a more comfortable — 
and to a Place, where his virtuous and pru- 
dent Behaviour, and his Diligence and Skill in 
the Miniſterial Function, might be more uſe- 
ful, and more taken notice of. And, indeed, 
this excellent Perſon was not worſe than his 
Word, but for ſeveral Vears was contriving all 


| manner of Methods, for Mr. Milles's Promo» 


tion, 
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ſmall, that he. ver en. 
alſd:ſo deſitous to ſerve Mr. fil that he 
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tion; witilous his knowing gay ng 65 
and dich actually at laſt, him all the 
Prefermentj| which; — but very 
'd' in the CHurch 
Dr. Beaumont was 


The Revetcnd and learn 


made ſeveral Attempts, tho they KN ul 
unſiicceſsful, for His Promotion- 
vin. Affles baring two ſuch fare ad 464 
lots Friends, thought he migbt reaſohabIy 
hope to be removed; in m6: long time; from 
his Curacy, to better Preferment; and ſo eti. 
rertained ſome thoughts of altering his Cort: 


dition, and changing the ſweet diſengagemefit 


of à virrnous.Celibacy, fot the Cares of the 
married State,” Where he firſt ſaw the Perfoti 
he afterwards. thoſe for his Witt, am not 
dortain ; 1 have heard it was at Rogftom. 
This, however, is certain; that he Had 4 re- 


- tabre- Relation; /thar lived at Chelmeford | 


which is near the Place where ſhe Hived, : 
whom, as I ſuppoſe; he bad 4 Chats cker; 
both of her and her Family: His Brother, the 
Reverend Mr: Samuel Miles, accompanied 
kim when he paid the fit Vffk to her, in 
June 1669, at Spring feld, near Chelmsford, 
in the County ef Efe, Whetd the lived with 
her Mother, and where he was marry'd to 
her afterwards in the following Year 1670. 
40 As 
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As to Mr; Miitros other krlktids and Aci 
quaintance near Barięy, I ſind, by his Jouta 
nal, that he was frequently and kindly eiter 
tained in the Family of the Name of Cheer 
ati in the Family of the Name of Jon 
Bat - what theſe Families are, or were then; 
Vknow nbt, being an entire Stranger to that 
Country. But Mr. Mil/zss chief Converſd 
tion, as appears by his Diary, was with his 
Brethren vf the Clergy thereabouts, whom he 
frequentty viſited, and was us oſten viſited 
them. But with nd one of them Was 


* 
more oſten converſant; than with his Btbs 
ther, Mr. Samuel Mills, the very Wor 

Miniſter of Royfor, about two Miles fre 


Burley. * * « K ws * N 

"CONCERNING this Gentleman, ' forties 
thingy 'I think, bught to be here ſaid; not on 
ly beeauſe of lis near Relation to, and cot 
ſtant Intereoutſe and/Frietiaſhip with his Bro- 
ther, Mi. 1/aue Milles, whoſe Life we art 
H&tE with all Faithfulneſs relating, but alſb on 


31 i# 


 Atcouht of his own fire and exebllent At 


compliſhments. He was a Man of great Ad- 
Wfeſs and Dexterity, in the management of 
Al Buſineſs he undertook, wherein he ſel- 
dom failed of Succeſs. He was of a moſt 
civil and ſweer Behaviour, as well as of 
a moſt obliging and chearful Temper. wr 
a ha 
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31 P LIE E ef be 
had all the Mirth, which was fequiſite to ten- 


der his Converſation pleaſant, and all the 
Graces and Virtues which were neceſſary to 


make it inoffenſive. No Man had a more 


eaſy, and withal, effectual Method of mana 


* 
* . 


a mind to bring them to. It is well 
known and acknowledg d, at this Day; that 
of thoſe Clergymen who have ſucceeded him, 
in the troubleſome and large Cure of Nayſton, 


none have been able to manage the factious 


Spirits, in this Town, ſo well as he did. He 
put a mighty Stop to the great growth and 
ſpteading of Non. Conformity thete, and 
brought very many rigid Puritaus to comply 
with the GHurth. In ſhort, he joined 'roge- 
ther thoſe two Characters, which ſeldom meet 
in one Man, i. e. that of an excellent and 
uſeful Pariſh Miniſter, and that of the moſt 
pleaſant and diverting 'Companion:- And 1 


bave heard Mr. Jaac Mzlles often fay : 


*+, That he never was mote eaſy, or more 
«« pleaſed, than when he was in the Com- 
„ pany of his Brother Sam.” - And there is 


was alſo uſeful to him, in inſtructing bim, in, 
and forming him to, the Buſineſs and Em- 
ployment of a Pariſh Minifter, TY 


a a ® fs £m Ko wc SS am W FOI 


A” A yt © „ Pm oa + 


a * 1 as 


found in any other Man.“ Before they 
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ſo well nen, and wherein be was ſo 
1 caxNor here omit r the t of a 
— which I have heard Mr. Mille 
fay;- be once had for a good part of a Day at 
Barley, with Dr. Tillot ſon; afterwards Dean 
and Archbiſhop of Canterbury. Sir Edward 
Atkins and the Doctor, were, it ſeems, tra · 
velling to Cambridge, or ſome Place neat; 
and ſtaying to dine at Barley, Sir Edward 
ſent for Mr. Milles, in order, as he told him; 
to make him acquainted with Dr. Tillot ſon. 
Mr. Miles could not but be extreamly well 
pleaſed; to ſee a Man of ſuch univetſal 
Eſteem; and tho' he never had the good For- 
tune to ſee him before, or after, yet I have 
heard him, more than once, ſay: ** That 
c from the little Converſation he had then 


1 with him, he diſcerned in him ſuch an 


«« Openneſs and Clearneſs, fuch a Civility and 
4 obligingneſs of Deportment, as he never 


parted, Sir Edward Atkins told the Doctor; 
that Mr. Milles was, in a ſhort time, to go 
to London, which gave the Doctor an Op- 

ity to ask him to preach for hin; 
which Mr. Millet did, and, I __ at . 


n : 
"WIE * 1 +6 
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1 I Mr. Millei's Addreſs and Endeavour; 
3 in performing the ſeveral Parts of His Miniſ. 
= teĩal Function, whilſt the lived at Bley, be 
| =. enquired into; it will de found, that no one 
_ couldebe more careſul and diligent, more skill 


ml and attentive, than be was in this. great 
Duty, which was incumbent upon him. Dr. 
Beaumont: was ſo ſenſible of his Abilities and 
Zeal in this reſpect, that tho he lived con- 
ſtantly at Camòridge, beimg, as have ſaid, 


Miles from Barley yet he never, dr very 
rarely, during the whole Time of Mr AIs 
Ouracynhete, which wãs eight or nine Veats, 
gat bimſelf the! Trouble of coming; thirher, 

_ referring>the whole: nt of the Cure 
to Mr. Milleu s Prudence and Conduct. And, 
indeed che was not deceived: in the Perſon! he 
repoſedi ſo great à Confidence in; ſimde, as 
appears from his Journal, as well as from the 
Acceptation he met with at Barley, no one 
could be more diligent and exact; in acquit- 
ring biinfelf in all che Parts and Points of 
the Officeiof a Parochiat Miniſter, .than he 
was. He was regular and 2eady at the rea- 


the Rubrid ; which he performed not only on 
Lord's-days, but on Hol dat alſo- He was 
always at hand for Baptiſms, Burials, and 
Marrying, 


Head of Peterhonſi chere, Which: is but ten : 
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ding of the'ordinary: Service, as preſcribed by 
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Reverend Mi BAA MMLESs. 35 
Marrying; ſuch as regularly came to him for 


that Purpoſe ; in which laſt, howeverp: hs 


was 'exttemly cautious, and always upon his 


Guard. Now, the' this Part of his Charar ! 


ter may ſeem little, yet it is much tb be tel 
garded; conſidering the Time when he pruc- 
tis d all rhis Regularity and Exactneſs; which 
was ſoon after the Reſtoration, when 2 
mary of the Clergy, eſpecially the Codat: 
Clergy; fell into 1 ae and ſomewha 
an indecent way of perſormiug the fucred 
Services. He preached always once, ind, 
very often, twice every Lord's. day; and was 
diligent in inſtructing the Youth, in thè Prinl 
ciples of the Chriſtian Religion, according to 
the Church Catechiſin. Hut that patr of his 
Duty, Which, by his Journal, appears he'was | 
more eſpecially careful of,” and tender in, dn 


* 


the adminiſtring Comfort te ſick 1 


Perſons. And in the perſorming of th 
Duty, I find he was more diligent, in regard 
to the meaner and pooter Sort of People; 
than with reſpect to the richer” and betrer 
Sott; thoſe he would viſit; whenever he 
found or heard they ſtood in need of it; whe 
ther they ſent or did not ſend fof hith : But 
towards hee he acted with more Reſerve; 
not waiting on them, except they ſent for 
him, or he had probable Reaſon to believe 
D 2 his 
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Bis Viſits: would not: be unacoepable t6 
the: mag nd AF oi 

As to bis private Studies, during: the time 
ba aſſiſtant to Dr. Beaumont at Barley, 
J find, by his Diary, wherein he mentions 


what he read, that he employ'd his time | 


chiefly in reading the Holy Scriptures, in 
their original Languages, the Old Teftament 
in the Hebrew: Language, and the New 
Teſtament in the Greek ; large Portions of 
the one or the other, and ſometimes of 
both, he read every Day. This, together 
wich compoſing ſome Sermons at their full 
Lengtb, and writing down only ſhort Heads 
of others, was what took up moſt of the 
time he allowed himſelf for rudy. What 
he did in the way of Reading, or Meditation, 


or Writing, beſides this, ſeems to have been 


petformed only for his Diverſion. | Aud, in- 

ded, che reading and ſtudying of the Holy 
Scriptures, - was what he ſeemed, during his 
whole Life, more eſpecially to delight in; 
and this furniſhed, his Head, not only with 
thoſę excellent Notions of Morality and 
Temperance, of Juſtice, Moderation, and 


bis Actions; but alſo gave him a perfect Com- 
mand of all thoſe Texts and Examples, both 
oK the Old and New Teſtament," whereby 
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Religion, which appeared ſo remarkably in 
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Reverend Ms. IAA Milirs. 37 
any Article of Faith, or Rule of Chriſtian 


Practice, was to be ec or eee 
| o others. 4 | 


His preaching was, ar this time, as was 
alſo that of moſt of the Clergy, rather on 
Premeditation and Reeollection, from only 
ſhort Notes, or Heads of Diſeourſes writ 
down, than from Sermons committed to wri- 
ting, as is the Practice now, at full length. 
Theſe ſhort Notes he oſten did not commit 
to Paper, till the Sunday Morning before he 
went to Church; and the Notes of the Afrer- 
noon Sermon be often ſet down juſt before 
his going to Church in the Aſternoon. And 
his way was, out of the Abundance and good 
Treaſure of his Heart, and according as God 
enabled him at that time, to explain and en- 
force the Principles and Duties of the Chriſ- 
tian Religion, on the Minds of his Hearers. 
And this Practice he continued all his Life 


after, and was always thought ſo zealous and 


moving a Preacher, that he never failed great - 


ly to affect the Minds of all that heard him. 


And, indeed, as I have ſometimes heard him 
-preach,” I muſt ſay, that I never knew 
one, who, in the way of extempore Prea Preack.- 


ing, as tis called, or preaching without re- 


ding Notes, wherein every Word and Point 
£1} 5 OF eee eee een 
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is committed ro ee beforehand, cles 
ſo much as he. 1 50 07 28 
 Bxs1Des cheſe Duties of bis place * 
Calling in the Church, I find; by his Feur- 
#s/\-that he was much employ d, during rhe 
eime af bis Refidence at Harley, in doing 
kind Offices to his Neighbours, and others; 
eſpeeially to the pootet * or any that 
were deſtitute of Friends; ot in a helpleſs 
Condaiooa, | He, would, frequently. white Ler- 
ers: af Buſineſs for chem, draw Leelſes' or 
Bonds, ar their Wills fot them, adviſe, direct, 
ot aſſiſt them, if they were like to be, or 
were actually engag d in any Buſineſs of Law. 
And even now, tho his Income was ſmall, 
being only chat of a Curate, he gave away 
large Sums ef Mopey to. the Peor. If any 
of. che poorer: Sort were at any time ſick, he 
. would take care to get 8 Nurſe, a Phyſician or 
-Apothtcary, to he ſem to them; and would 
| frequently: viſit chem, or ſend to exiquire after 
the State of their Diſtemper. 58 E Qf 5 2 
As to the Care which Atti de he 
pey of his Canſdieuce, or Interior, that alſo 
appears in his urn. He very warchful- 
 by- obſerved and heoded the Motions and 
. Workings of the Holy Spirit of God on his 
Soul 6x: Mind ;/ and uled, in ſhort, but yery 
fervent Prayers and — to beg his 
further 
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further Aſſiſtance, — bewould per thoſe 
good Beginnings in him) and enable him, by 
his Grace, to perſevere in ſuch holy Diſpoſi- 
tions: and a ſuitable Practice, to the End of 
his Days. At the Clofe of ſeveral Months, 
he wrote down in his Journal this ſhort Eja- 
culation :I pray God to give me his Grace 
to lead an holy Liſe the next Month.“ 
And at rbhe End Ay pull of the Months, I 
found the following ſhort Prayer, which I 
fappoſe be conſtankly- made uſe of at the 
End of every Month =. Thou God of infi- 
** nite Mercy, pardon, for Chriſtis ſake, the 
Sins of Omiſſion and Commiſſion I have 
| this Month been guilty of; and give me 
ä that Grace Which may- enable me to :#ab- 
Aue and forſake -e er- Sin, anllayield an 
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| av e and ant vnnſal Obediente ro thy | 
Commands all the Days of my Life," to =_ 
| the Glory of thy great Nane, arid! the | 
|; 40s everlaſting” Salvition> of my owni'Soul, 


tho Jeſis Chrift ny Recken Sapibtiy and 

5 **. Redeomer.” Au Thus conſtantly and 

frequenely did this-:pioxs Man wateh "over 

hne examine che Stars of his Sul, and 

7 'arrend io he Keywhiriry "nn Ou 
benden of his Läbe bd Wunder $109 

AT He Sir Egwiediidihins; and Dr. 

| Beagmone; Were aways. very ready ito inter- 
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deſirous and induſtrious to get him removed 


to better Preferment, which might enable him 


to provide for his Family, that now began to 
encreaſe upon him, and to eſtabliſh him in 
ſome Place, where his excellent Abilities 
might be more uſeful to the Publick, and 


more taken notice of, than they could be in 


a Country Town; yet Mr. Milles lived above 
four Vears in a married State, before any Op- 


portunity offered of bettering his Circumſtan · 


ces, and of raiſing him above the Neceſſities 


of Life. Dr. Beaumont, tho a Man univer- 


fally eſteemed, had been unſucceſsful in all his 


Endeayours this way; and Sir Edward At- 


£ins, tho? a Gentleman of general Acquain- 
rance and Influence, yer having few, as I 
have been informed, but one Eccleſiaſtical Pro- 
motion, at his own Diſpoſal, could not ſoon- 


er find ont a Method of making good the 
Promiſes he ſo frequently made to him, of 


rovidipg more ſuitably for him. At laſt, 
wever, Sir Edward made a Shift to pro- 


vide for; him, the Vicarage of Eręat, or, as 
Ir. is called, Chipping Wiccomb, in Bucking- 
| 15 a large Market Town, ſituate about 
twenty Miles from Oxford, and twenty. ſeven 

from London, in the great Road between 


5 two Cities. "TR" Preferment, tho', 


as 
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as Sir Edward Atkins told Mr. Milles, when 


he gave bim notice that he had procur'd it 
for him, tho' it was not much better than 
what Dr. Beaumont s Kindneſs and Generoſi - 
ty had made his Curacy worth to him, yet 
he ſaid, It was a ſort of Settlement, which 
„ Was not precarious, where he would have 
% very good Houſe to live in (for ſuch, in- 
*« deed, the Vicarage- Houſe then was) and 
„where he would be more under the Eye 
„and Obſervation of the World, than he 
„ was in that obſcure Village of Barley.” 


When he took his Leave of that Country, all 


his Cambridge Friends were concern'd to 
with him, eſpecially Dr. Smoult, with whom, 
however, Mr. Mi/les maintained a conſtant 
and very friendly Correſpondence, by Letters, 
till the good Doctor's Death. Dr. Beaumans 


alſo expreſſed a very unfeigned Sorrow, to 
part with ſo faithful an Aſſiſtant; and when 


Mr. Miles took his laſt Leave of him, the 
Doctor manifeſted an undiſſembled Reſpect 
for him, and the moſt hearty Concern for 
his Welfare, and wrote ſeveral affectionate 


recommendatory Letters in his behalf. 


N Ir was in the Year 1674, when Mr. Millar 
removed, with his Family, from Barley to 


Miccomb. When he was ſettled in this large 
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edihimfelf, was the beginning, cultivating, 


and improving à - friendly :Correſpondence 


wich ſome of the Families in the Town; eſ- 
pecially wick fach as were moſf remarkable 
for Sobriety of Life and Converſation, and a 


hearty Concern for our Conſtitution in Church 
and State. Theſe Mr. Miller frequently vi- 

ſued, and was as frequently viſited by them; = 
but then he did not viſit only theſe, but o- 


thers alſo, wWh¹e were of a very: different In- 
clination, Principle, and Perſwaſion : imagi- 
ning that the way to bring this ſort” of 
Men to be pleafed with the Conftitution' and 
Ditipline' of our Church, was to treat 
them with great Gentleneſs and Moderation, 
and by a friendly Converfation and ſweet 
Mildneſs, by leiſurely Degrees to wean them 
Fom their Prejudices. Mr. Millet was abun- 
dantly ſenſthle, into what a ſickhy and cray 


Condition the Minds of great Numbers of 


People were reducd, by the Diſorders and 
Confuſions of che late unhappy: Times, and 
by the falſe and erronious Opinions which 
were then held; maintained, and taught. But 
We thought the way to cure theſe Indifpoſi- 
ions and Diſeaſes of the Mind, was not by 
burning and lancing, or by the warm Me- 
thods of Difputation and Argument; but by 
Lande | : the 
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che eaſy Rpplisation, and gamle Sugeſtion, 
of goqd. Nations and Pringipies into ther 
Minds, infa fre, friendly, asd prudent way 
of Converſation: and Diſdoutſe. I cant ſay 
that Mx. Milles found much Succeſs in this 
Method, and I. believe he had very little; fer 
IJ. ad in his Journal, that after he had tried 
this way for ſome Mears, he profeſſes he Ns 
more than exe; convinced vf the Craft and 
Falſnood, of the Land Pervetſeneß 
of the MA mils and their Favourers; 


and after this I find he did mare geſtrain and 


conſine his .Cenyerfation and Vifits to thoſe 
of his own Opinion and Perſwaſion: 
2 Au od tithes. there Was none: har 
he kept: a faiter and more intimate Correſpon- 
dence with; than with, an degünent and very 
learned i Phyſitian Dr. Martin LLue hm, 
who lived in Miacomb all the time Mr. Miller 
Was Hicen af add This Sentleman had been 
educated: at #efttrinfier School, from whenge 
be was choſen Student of Clir;/t: Church 3:md 
after that appointed Principal of St. Marx 
Hall in Oxford. He removed to Mic om 
'after the Reftoration, Where he had. greac 
Hucceſs in his Profeſſion. He was univerfal. 
Ay eſteemid By allithat knewchim, was taken 
into the/Corporatibn there and, if I miſtalle 
i the Town.c He 
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was a Man of ſingular Integrity of Life and 
Manners, and of the moſt comely and decent 
Gravity and Deportment. With this Gentle- 
man Mr. Mes had a very free and intimate 

Correſpondence and Converſation ; and uſually 

Had: recourſe to him, not only to cure the All- 
ments of his Body, at which he was always 
very ready and expert; but alſo in any DiF- 
ficulty of bis Affairs, wherein he always 
found a true Friend in Dr. LLuellyn. It was 
a Misfortune that the good Doctor was ſome- 
What infirm in Body, during the latter part of 
Mr. Miller's Stay at Wiceomb; which dif- 
abled him from affording him chat active Aſ- 
fiſtance in the management of ſome Affairs, 
which the Doctor, if he had been in Health, 
would not have failed to have yielded unto 
bim. However, ehe Doctor and his Lady, 
who was a Woman of uncommon Virtue and 
Diſcretion, and the whole Family, bad fo 
great a Reſpect for Mr. Miles, that they 
expreſſed no ſmall Concern at his leaving of 
that "Town: And Dr. LExethyn dying not 
long aſter Mr. Milless Settlement in Hamp- 
Hire, they prevailed wich him at laſt, tho 
de once and again declined that Service, to 
Write his Epitdph; which he did, and it is at 
this time to be ſeen on a black Marble Stone, 

"= over his Grave, in the Vicar's'Part of the 
Chancel 
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Chancel: of #iccomb Church, as well as in 


Ant. a W oh his Atbene Oxon. See Dr. 
LEaelhyn. 


Ir muſt, indeed, be confeſs' „ that Dr. 
LLuellys and his Family, and ſome other 


good Families in the Town of Viccumbò, 


with whom Mr: Milles ſtill kept a very friend- 
ly and intimate Correſpondence, tho' withour 
the conſtant Drudgery of any Attendance, or 
of paying and receiving formal Viſits, were 
bighly inſtrumental rowards the ſucceſsful dif- 
charge of his Duty there. For in this Town, 
as in moſt Towns of the aſſociated Counties, 
there was ſuch an unhappy Mixture of the 
old Leven, as made the Buſineſs of a Clergy- 
man, at this time, much .more difficult and 


unpleaſant, than it would otherwiſe have — q 


been. Some of the good Women and p 
Virgins there, had got a ſtaid Presbyterian 


Teacher, one Mr. Brice, whom they cheri- 


ſhed and kept among them; and when he was oa 92; 


abſent, as he very frequently was, there ne- fi 44 
ver failed them a younger Man to ſupply his Avg e 


he was apply'd to with great Earneſtneſs, and proce Z 17 EYE | p G 


Place. Nay, ſo very bold was this Party, 
when Mr. Milles came firſt to Y/ircomb, that 


ſome Rudeneſs, to permit Mr. Brice to preach 
in his Church; becauſe, as they faid, he was 


* ordained Miniſter, and had the 


In- 
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1 of his Otdets r ady to * 
But this Requeſt, Mr, Milles as I fad by tits 
Diary, utterly refuſed, giving this Reaſon for 
ide That for all his Orders, he was Rillian 
+ irregular Perſon, becauſe aNba-Conformi/t, 
and Io ought:not to he permitted tb pere 
form any regulat Act, till this Irregulatity 
Aas removed, by his ſubſtribing and de. 
Do claring, Sc. and conforming id the Church. 
This Mr. Brice was aſterwards proſecuted to 
an{>Bxcommunication, and Mr. Miles was 
ſor ved with an Order to denounte him exconts 
wsnicate, which he obeyed, the ſomewhat 
wiwillingly'; as being then ſenſible of th 
Temper and Inclinations of ſome about tlie 
. Court!at that time. And the Event ſhewed 
ho tas in the right; for aſter forty Days were 
5 1 and a'Signiffcavit was duly iſſued, 
the; Court of Chancery was in vnin ſued to, 
to grant the Writ de Excommunicato Capt- 
endo which was firſt put off and ee and 
aſter that flatly. deny d. 
Mu, Midiet, however, went ache 
in his Duty, reading Prayers in che Pariſh 
$ Church every Day of the Week, and in Lens 
1 time twice a Day, baptizing In fants (which 
3 he found it neceſſary, at that time, ſomes 
times to perform at the Houſes of the Pa- 
rents) burying the _ viſiting the Sick, 6) 
11 which, ca 
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Day in one Week, by means of Funetals and 
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which; in that large Town and Parith, was 


Work enough for one Man duly to per- 


form. Beſides all this, he conſtantly preached 
and read Pray ers twice every Lord - Day, 
which, in that large Church, and in ſo very 
numerous a Congregation, was a very labo- 
rious Task; and I remember to have heard 
Mrs. Miller ſay, that Mr. Miller uſed very 
often to complain of the Head ach, for two 
or three Days after the Sandays Work was 
ever. And a good while after this, when I 
once diſcourſed with him at Hligheleer in 
Hampſhire, concerning his Pains at # iccomb; 
he ſaid, that if he had continued there longee 
he believed it would have killed him; or, at 
leaſt, have ſhortned his Days; and, indeed; 
tho' Mr. Milles had a moſt healthful and 
ſttong Body, able ro undergo any Fatigue, 


yet by —————— — 


otherwiſe; and other incidental Buſineſs, w hiqi 
could not be put off or neglected, he was caſt 
imo a Feaver, which had well nigh coſt him 
his Life. And then the good Dr. LLuelhyns 


aAſſiſtance was greatly beneficial to him; his 


Recovery from that dangerous Illneſs be- 


ing, as be uſed to ſay, next under God, to be 
aſeribed to the TIER conltant, Atrendance 
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Nox was Mr. Milles leſs diligent in the 
performing. of Family Duty, faying Prayers 
at home, to his Wife, and Children, and Ser. 
vants, once every Day, and twice onthe 
Lord's-Day. All Study, during the whole time 
of his living at Wiccomb, was almoſt wholly 
interrupted ; and what time he could ſpare 
from the writing down of his Sermons, which 
now began to come into faſhion, and the at- 
tending the Duties of his large Cure, he be- 
ſtowed in reading the Old and New Tefta- 
ment, in their original Languages, employing 
alſo ſome of his time now and then in reading 
of Origen againſt Celſus, Lactautius, and two 
or three more of the Fathers. 
Mx. Milles's ſure Friend, Sir Edward A 
4 kins, ſometimes paſſed thro' ¶ iccomb, whilſt 
he lived there, and whenever he did, he never 
failed to viſit or ſend for him; and if he 
ſtay'd there a Night, lodged with his Family 
at his Houſe. He ſtill encouraged and com- 
forted Mr. Milles, under the Labours and Fa- 
tigues of his large Cure, aſſuring him that he 
would uſe all his Endeavours, either to get 
bim ſomething conſiſtent with his Vicarage 
of MWiccomb, to enable him to keep a Curate, 
or that he would remove him from to 
3 


ſome more. caſy and .beneficial Place. This 


Compaſſion. for all Men, he certainly, 
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latter was what happened firſt, as l | than, in 
what follows, mare, fully, relate. 1231s © 
WuILSsT Mr. Milſes was Vicar of Wie 
comb, be was much converſant. with the Cler- 
gy bis Neighbours, that lived thereabout, who 
often. came to viſit him, without expecting 
thar be ſhould punQually return their Viſits, 
which they. well enough knew the great Buſi- 
neſs. of bis Cure would not permit him to do, 
He was, however, very ready to devote any 
Part of his ſpare time, to the Service of his 
Friends, whom he ſometimes viſited with. a 
great deal of Satisfaction and Chearfulneſs. 
Tux Reverend Mr. Smith, Miniſter. s of Ae. 
* Fn in Bucks, at the ſame time # F 
Millet was Vicar of Wiccamb, was one of 
his. chief Friends, and for: whom he had the 


greateſt Reſpect. This Gentleman bad, 1 


think, been ſometime Fellow of St. 7503 
Baptiſt College i in Oxon; and was, in all re- 
gards, a moſt pious, learned, and excellent 
Man. For Courteſy and Humanity, for Cha- 


rity, and the greateſt Tenderneſs to, and 


udly 
had ever his Equal. He was perfectly well 


bred „ and accompliſhed; with all .the 9 070 


* N ature, of Endearment and Com- 


Mr. Milles to uain- 
2 " came to be acqu 5 


or. rat 


wh 
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ted“ wich fim, 1 belle re, in ſoms Viſit he 
Made tb Ov ul, cithet nöt long before, or 
foon after he 7 hal quitted St. Jolns College, 
and tlie Univerſity; and aſterwards, ben 
be cath gi ſcttted fl Agb eſters. an in- 
tinjare'and very affeckfehate Friendmig Cos 
menced! berween them. Mr. Millet uſed clay, 
he Vas bie or those with Whoſt'Gdmpany he 


could nevet be tited; chere never' Wins! in 
any Word © vir of Nis 
Kön Him, but what was humane and kind, 


Mouth, or any Ati 


ve of his Regard for, aud Defe- 
to others. ae Was, howeyer, of an 
wg Frathe of Body, arid did nor live very 

ng after Mr. An "ſo Wiccont © Whilſt 


hi Mel Mz Milks d&lighted'ro hot à Cr 


LE hey tter, at tlie Adar 
er from the othef; when 

Ae beg be ſettled at NHC ler. 
Ve, Manette: ion Mr. 
"Millet was very intimarely ANY: and 
Kequetir! converfint' with; was the Reverend 
55 Timothy BH 70 Muhiſter E eat Mar- 
2, Hör fat from nctumd. This Gentle. 
wy Eben ſotne "tire Fellow" uf, bf, . 
eaſt, retitedly one; 1 
10 Roe of Canthri A It 
Löbpfticcck of ede Gola wilhele, ö un. 
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14 in*the-Sloth and Ibacttyity of 4 collegf- 
ate Sceeſs; be afterwards erubraced the firſt 
Opportunity of going out into the World, and 
puttitig in practice and exerciſing the Powers 
committed to him by his Otdination. "When 
he was ſettled at Marhoto, he quick!) appear d 
to be-a Mun ef meſt ſtrict and auſtere,” moſt 
pious and exemplary” Converſation; conſtant- 
ly and punctually attending all the” Duties of 
a Parochial ' Miniſter," 5 the utmoſt Diff. 
genee- and Deyotion . He was, in all re- 
ſpects; x; very learned Man, bur mote efpe- 
cially skilful in the Hebrew Language, and 
Nabbinigal Learning, *t6': which. latter he 
pay da much greater Deference' than it deſet- 

ved. And this was the ogly Foot this 758 
Many bal 01951 03, „ai tik 

Wutrsr Mr. Borpge add MiuiNter of 
„ Arbe he ſer up a weekly Lecture t Herd; 
" inviting che | Mijniſters-roand about to take 
theit\Turtz» of Preaching, wirb which a 7 5 
many very readily: copy d. Mr. Miller 
imchediately came into the Propofal, aud 
lnever filed being preſend; not only when 
is oww Turn of Preaching came; but alſo at 
all orfier times: When they mer, they were 
lmited'r62an | ordinary EKpu⁰d ar a private 
Hofe, ug have heafchii iu the Fo w.] Borie 
e W betteuc dne of tho!Genrry 
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round, who came to Church, were 3 
into their Company at Dinner; and the emi- 


. nently t famous Mr. Henry Dodwell, who then 


lived not far from Marlow, never failed to 

let them haye the Benefit and Credit of his 

agrecable Company and learned Conyerſation. 

It was the Opinion of Mr. Milles, and of 
many of the Clergy, who uſed to frequent 
this. Lecture, that tho' the Learning and Picty 

of Mr. Dodwell were moſt mauifeſt, yet that 
he had frequently ſome things very fanciful, 
and, as they thought, altogether groundleſs 
in his Notions and Conceptions; and did, 
| moreover, ſometimes diſcourſe jn ſo perplex'd, 

intricate, and incoherent a manner, that by 
means hereof his Company was leſs pleaſing, 
as well as leſs edifying, to them who enjoy'd 
it. Mr. Milles, in particular, uſed to lay, 
pet having read ſome of his printed Boolss, 
particularly his Boat of Schiſin, and his Diſ- 
courſe concerning the one Altan and owe 
Prieſthood of the Ancients, tho he perfectly 
agreed with bim in the main Points, which 
he endeavoured to advance; yet he found 
ſome of his Reaſonings ſo trifling, others ſo 
precarious, and ſome ſo obſcure, that he 
thought thoſe Books not at all well fitted to 
the End for which they were deſign d; which 
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Non Confurmiſtit. And I once bet him 
ſay, after he had been reading ſome "Book 
of Mr. Dodwelrs: © That it made his Head 
« ake, to follow him in all his on 
«© ways of Ratiocination.“ Hesi .{ 
 Warirsr Mr. Milles was le igent at. 
tending the Work of the Miniſtry at Wit- 
comb, there happened an Accident which gave 
him ſome Trouble, and cauſed in him n6 ſalt 
Concern and Grief. The chief Gentleman of 
his Pariſh, of the Name of Archdale, "who 
had lived ſomewhat a looſe and l Life, 
taking up and growing more ſober, either, by 
Mr. Miller's Preaching, or by ſome. acciden- 
ral Event; ſell after into ſome extraordinary 
and enthuſiaſtical Notions and Behaviour. 
This, after it was publickly known, came ro 
Mr. Milles's Ears, who upon that viſi ted 
him more frequently than ever he had viſited 
him before; and ſtill endeayoured by his Diſ- 
courſe, to give to his Thoughts 450 Actions 
a regular Turn. After ſome time, he Was 
informed that Mr. Archdale had actually rux- 


ned and declared himſelf a Ouater, Which 


much amazed and grieved Mr. Milles.; 3 who 
making him a Viſit, ſoon after he heard. this 
cw News, found it to be even ſo as had 

been reported, and that the Gentleman was 
abfolurely fixed and ſettled in the enthuſiaſtical 
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9 Practi CES « of the People — — called 
n Mr. Milles, howeyer, defired him 
to permit NG Cauſe of the Church of Eng- 
hich he. had left, to have 2 re-hearing 

with bim. To which. Mr. Archdale',. nat 
3 ſome Difficulty, conſented. | Where- 
upon" Mr, Milles, © ſeveral appointed Days 

dil gurſed over, in the Pre- 

nce of his Family, the untoaſpnableneſs and 
and lmpicty .of ſome. of the Quakers Opiz 
0 of ; boch as their i the Sacraments 
; Ordinances, inſtituted b y, . Chraſt, their | 
blend 300 diſtracted. Notion, concerning the 
1 0 within, and then Saviour wirhgür them, 


and the like, e fte the firſt 


Diſcourle le be bim, . plainly  Pergcived 


that Realon My 3 had very little in- 


3 5016.) „. 


9175 upon en 7 he continued 
is lies till he ad {gone rough ek Whole 
of What he deſig and; it was thought, 
chat Mr. Mie "Dior had. po Effect 
oi Mr. Archdate, to. make him change bis 

pole, yet they had a very good A 

lr. Archdale's Tawil '3 Who, a$ I. faid, 
ball 15 eſent at f FR: and. who were 
fate tainted 0 þ is Opinions, but 
10 tinu chart ſteddy 7, Con! formiſts 95 he Church. 
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Ar ſome of theſe Viſits, which, Mx. Millar 
made too Mr. Archgate., after; be became a 
Quaker, he was informed by the Family, thar 
Mr. Archdale, before be declargd; himfelf a 
Quabrr, had almoſt wholly employed his time 
in reading ſome Treatiſes written by the famous 
Dr. Ferry Moore of Cambridge. On which 
Mr. Mites, in the next Viſit, took occaſion 
to cite and mention Dr. Moore, at the men · 
tion of hoſe Name Mr. Archdale ſeem d to 
expreſs; a more than ordinary Satisfaction, 


and took, occaſion ro lay: That no, Man of 
the Church of Huglaud, had) aſſerted ſo 


«<; plainly, and ſo adxemragioully, the: Notion 
Hof Friends, concerning the Aſſiſtances of 
« the. Holy Spirit, and the Light within, as 


„ thar Dgdor had:”; And added, **- That if 
+ Mr. Miles would give himſelf the Trouble, 


« diligently to read and ; conſider: what the 
«+ Doctor had writ on that Subject, he would 
«quickly be of his Opinion.” At which 
Mr. Milles eee e That if by 
„ hig Opinion, he meant any Nations. con- 

*<;cerging the Qugkers, Light within, he ne- 
«+ yer. could be of that Opinian; and he 

«+ hoped. Pr. Mage had no wbere gſſerted ſo 
«+ .exrongpus-and. groundleſs. a Doctrine.“ 

Mr. Miles, after this Confexenca, happen- 
ing 10 give an Account: to Mr. Barage, and 
ct E44 Mr. 
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Mr. Dolivel, at Mr. ' Borage's A 
whither,” after the Company at the weekly 
Meeting had broke up, theſe three had retir'd 
to a Diſſ of Coffee, concerning this Diſeourſe 
with Mr. Arebdale, and what he had ſaid Con- 
cerning Dr. Moore It was the Opinion; both of 
Mr. Borage and Mr. Dodell, that Dr. Moore 
ought to de writ to, and deſired to ſet in a true 
Light, bis Notion concerning immediate Inſpi- 


ration, and refute the Quaker Opinion concer- 


ning the Light within. To this Motion Mr. 
Milles very readily agreed; and Mr. Borage 


was pleaſed to add: That ſince Mr. Archdale 


« had been one of Mr. Miller's Flock, he 

*© ought to write to Dr. Moore.” But Mr. 
Mithes excuſed himſelf; by alledging: „That 
« Mr. Borage having been well acquainted 
„with Dr. Moore, at the Univerſity of 

«* Chrabridge, and Mr. Milles never having 
«had the Honour to be in the leaft known 


ery" him, he was of Opinion that Mr. Bo. 


0 rage would be the propereſt Perſon to 
„write to Dr. Moore, as having a Ground 
from his Acquaintance with him, to write 
to him with more freedom.” In fine, they 
agreed that Mr. Dodell ſhould write to Dr. 
Moore, and deſire him to write to Mr. Arc h- 
dale on the aforementioned Points, repreſen- 
ting to him the true 2 of the Tas with- 

in, 
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bay, 
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in, and confuting the Onaker Notion con 
ning it. Mr. Dodwell, according to this — 
greement, diſpateh d away 2 Letter to Dr. 
— Mobre, acquainting him with the 
Ca- and deſiring of bim what is above 
mentioned. After ſome time Mr. Dodell 
receiv'd a Letter from Dr. Moore, togethet 
with one encloſed to Mr. Archdale, which 
was ſent unſealed; and Mr. Dodwell was de- 
ſired, aſter his Friend Mr. Borage had pe- 
ruſed ir, to convey it ſealed to Mr. Archdate, 
by the Hands of the Vicar of Wicromb. Bur 
after this Letter had been deliberately read 
over two or three times, the three Gentle: 
men before mentioned, i. e. Mr. Millet, Mr. 
Borage, and Mr. Dodwell, were unanimouſ! 
ly of Opinion, that it would be berte) intire- 
YT to ſuppreſs the Doctor's Letter than to 

liver it to Mr. Archdale; for that it was 
more likely to confirm him in his Quater 
Opinions, than to induce him to forſake them. 
What became of this Gentleman, Mr. Arch. 
dale, afterwards, and whether he ſtill con- 
tinued firm to his Duakeriſm, I never thought 
ir worth the while to enquire. 

As to Mr. Borage, he continued the ſame 
Courſe of Diligence, Piery, and Devorion, as 
well in the ordinary Courſe of his Life, as in 
the Diſcharge of his Miniſterial — to the 
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For his great Studiouſneſs, his perpetual La. 
bours, and Exerciſes of Auſterity and Primi- 
tive Devotion, had ſo decay d and ſhatter d 
the whole Frame of his Body, which was na- 


turally not yery ſtrong; that not long after 


Mr. Milles leſt M iccomb, be fell into a Con- 
ſumption, or ſome waſting: Diſtemper. - Mr. 
Milles haying occaſion, ſoon after Mr, Ba. 
rage fell into this conſumptive Indiſpoſition, 
to make a Journey into his own, Country, 

01k, upon the Death of his eldeſt Brother, 


Mr. Thomas Milles, took Mar lote in his way, 
and. viſited this his good and pious Friend in 


his laſt Illneſs, and — long before his Nepar- 
ture out of this, World. He uſed afterwards 
to. ſay: That he never found any. Man, 
70 * entirely et to the Will of. God, 
i under a lively, Proſpect and Senſe of his 


10 Change, as this good Man, Mr. Bor Age 
26 appeard to him at this is. laſt Milk of 


« him to be.” 
Mr Milles did, as hath. been at. 
ſomerimes ſee Sir Edward Atkins. at, Wics 
comb ; and if at any time be went by this 
Road, to or from London, he never failed, as 
hath been remember'd, to wait on this Gentle- 
n who: e aſſur d him he would, if 
it 


— 


Promi mie this moſt worthy Gentleman, were 
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it were poſſible, peprida hour far him; aud, 
as, an Farneſk of it, he ſometimes mage. g0 | 


bim ſome valuable Preſent; 


5 No e, order to make it appear, that the 


not ſuch, formal ineffectual ones, as are nam 


A 7 — commonly made, only to amuſe poor 


ergomen, I. muſt obſerve to you, that Six 

auer Atkins, and git Robert Sawyers 
who. wag afterwards Attorugy.Generah, in the 
latter End of the Reign of King Charles II. till 
towards the End of King Femes II. 4. 6; if 1 
miſtake.nor, from the Beginning of the Year 
1681, to the Year 1687, bad jointly purchaſ- 
ech of ane Mr, Lucy, a M arwickſbire Gentlo- 
man, an Eſtate in Hampſhire, vis. the Man- 


W of Higheleer. and-Barghcleer. To this 


annor two Advowlons were appondent, i. 6. 
= of the Parſonage of Hightleer, which is 

mall, not worth, much above 1001, per An- 
aka and that of the Parſonage of Burgbeleer, 
3. very fat Benefice, as heing valued at near 

her Anuum. Here. Sir Aduard Athivs 
Kaen d.t9; pravide for Ms, Millet, if eirher 
of theſe Parſonages fell in due time. And 
. the ground of thaſt Aſſurances; he 
gave. to: Mr. Milles from time to time ar 
Hiccamd, that he would Rate: pate 
lomerhing berrer for him. AM 
bo: Now 


60 E LIFE r 55 


Now it happened, that after theſe two 
Gentlemen, Sir Edward Athins; © and Sit 
Robert Sawyer, had continued ſome tim 
foynt Purchaſers of this Eſtate, Sit Robert 
Siwyer was mucli inclined * 0 ſbeesme ſole 
Purchaſer thereof, and o made Propoſals to 


Sir Edward Athins to this purpoſe. Sir Ed. 


ward "Atkins was content to agree upon 
Conditions, and ſo the Bargaiti was made be- 
tween them. But then Sir Edward Atkins 
deſired one Favour of Sir Robert Sawyer, 
which was: That he would give one of 
tlie forementioned Parſoniges, which ſhould 


«firſt fall, to Mr: Milles, the Vicar of 


ieromb.“ This Propoſal Sir Robert very 
readily” agreed to, ſaying: He had rea- 
* ſon to know MW iccomb, which was not far 
from the Place where the Seat of his Fami- 
ly was; and that he was not unacquainted 
with either Mr. Miller the Vicar, or with 
the good Character he bore there.“ And 
it ſeems Mr. Milles had, before this time, as 
I ſind by his Journal, been well acquainred 
with Sir Robert Sdwyer, had feceived Letters 
from him, and writ to him; and had been 
ſervieeable to him, in promoting his Intereſt 


to be elected Member of Parliament for the 


of Wiceomb: And accordingly, Mr. 
Milles was, ſome time after,” made acquain- 
07 ted 
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ted with this Promiſe of Sir Nubert Sawyer, 
to Sit Edward At bins, in his behalf, byrone 
Who heard Sir Nobert mention it, in 4 very 
free and unteſeryed MANRDEF57 wp 24 10 
„Ir Was about the Vear 1678, wbüg Mr. 
{illes wasconfandy;anddlitigendy-employ'd 
in ſerving. the laborious Cure of Great Mic. 
£9206, that what was then, and afterwards, 
call'd thę Papiſh Plot, bioke out, and miade 


a mighty Noiſe in the World, creating great 


F 151 55 Hatred, and Animoſity, amongſt Men, 
and caſting the Minds of People into all thoſe 
Paroxy ſins and Convulſions of Faction and 
Folly, to which the. lower People of England 
either from the Nature of the Climate, the 
Influence of evil Spirits, or the malignant A. 
of; the Stars, are, II think, more liable 
than any other Nation nder, Heaven. Ms. 
Ed: ward, Coleman, the pᷣon of a Clergy man, 
Who lived-but a little way, rom Chef 
and who was well known to M MHIV lens 
Family, was one of the firſt, on whom 
Storm, that had for a good Nhe been brew 
ing and gathering, at laſt hrobe. This Gentle- 
man had been. educated parti; at- Bury School, 


4&4 5.4 


whilſt; Mr. AMalles was there; and partly, I 
think, at Meſiminſter School; and was aſter- 


wards, if I miſtake not, .of, Jeinity College 


in - Cambridge, , trayelled abroad, where: F 
200 chang'd 


> 
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* bus Religion 5 and became, aſter he 
returned. home, Secretary, firſt to the Dub, 
and then to the Ducheſs of Lor; in which 
Poſt he was when he was apptehended for 
chis pretended Plor- Mr. M#/Jes*had ſome 
e of this Gentle bart at School, 
and in the Univerfiry' of Canbridte ; - atid 
aſed to fh, he was 4 Yourh of brighe Parts, 
and a very Gentleman - like Behaviont.- This 
knowledge which My. Mi/les fotederly bad of 
M Cbleman, excited his -Cariofity to mat 
greater Enquiries into the Matters of which 
de was accuſed, amd for which he was after- 

ward condemned and loſt his Life, than he 
might ocherwviſes have done: I flrd 
by Me. Miltes's' Jorma}, rhat he bad Copits 
of Me. Col maus Letters ſett to him very 
eitly, I believe, before they were publiſfr d 
an priat; beczule 7 kind he was employ'd in 
ranifcribing then: Theſe Letters therefore, 
u doubt, Mr. Afi9Þs often and car 
peruſed- and thöughe of: Aid I rem 
that 1 heard fit A&P ar" that time, OE 
that” there wer dd Footſteps 
thoſe" Letters, Our 
Gig, meh 20 was form againft hint by the 
Withefſes . his Trial, bur only of 4 general 
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fopagare their Religion, Where it is not al- 
dead planted and ſettled; for the doing of 
which in a Parliamentary way, by granting 
Liberty of Conſcience, Mt. Coleman thought 
that to be a proper Seaſon. Aud I have often 
heard him Gods at the ſtrong Imaginations, 

and weak Judgments of ſome Men, who 
way to fay, that the whole Popiſp Plot was 
to be ſeen in Mr. Coleman's Letters; and 
that if alt other Evidence was wanting, thoſe 


Letters were enough to convince any one, 


that there was fuch a Popiſb Plot as the 
Wirncffes gave an Account of Mr. Miles, 


28 I find by His Journal, carefully peruſed the 


printed Account of Mr, Coleman's Trial, and 
from that „ as well as from Mr. Colemams 
utterly difownitig and denying, when Sen. 
rende had been paſſed upon him, and at His 
Death, what the Witneſfes ſwore againtt hirn 
at his Trial, he ſeem' d at this time to 
the Gonuineneſs of this Plot. But When they, 


who were condemned and exterted after. 


Wards, or" the ſame Evidence; did, upon their 
Deaths, and as they hoped for Salvation 
the other World; deny every tiitle of what 
Was laid to their Charge, and for which they 
ſuffet d, Mr. Affller no longer gave any Cre. 
dir do the- Accbums, chat ran ab ant the Ni. 
dos conceftiing this Plot; ald loeked upon 

Oates 
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tex and Bedlee, and the reſt; of. that Crew, 
be no better than a parcel of periur's 
Villains... But that which convinced Mr, 
Milles the moſt of any thing, that this was 
nothing but a meer Sham Plot, was the De: 
claration Mr. Lang born made at his Death. 
T1 his Gentleman, was neither Prieſt. nor Je- 


ſuit, but an underſtanding Lawyer, and of 


whom Mr, Milles had received this Character, 
even before this Calamity befel him, that he 
Was a Man of uncommon Integrity, and of 
greater Fairneſs and Honeſiy in his Buſineſs, 


than was uſual among the Men of that Pro- 


feſſion. Mr. Langhorn did, at this difmal 
Hour, ſo ſolemnly and ſincerely, ſo fully, 
particularly, and expreſſſy, as he hoped, to 
ſee the Face of. God, and to partake. of the 
Merits of Chriſt, diſown and renounce eve- 
27 Part and Article of what the Witneſſes 
ſwore againſt him; that it is impoſſible but 
chat one of theſe, things muſt, be true, either 
that he went out of the World with 4 Lies in 
tus Mouth (which common Humanity for- 
bids us to believe) or elſe that he knew no- 
thing of a Popiſb Plot. This latter is now 


ſo apparent, and hath been ſo fully and plain- 


uy repreſented. and made manifeſt , to the 
World, by Mr. Arch. Deacon E achard, in 
his Account of this Plot, that there is now 


no 
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no conſiderate and thoughtful Man in the 


Nation, who is not ſenſibly convinc d, that 
the whole Buſineſs, of what is call d the 


Popiſh Plot, was invented, and ſet on foot, 


and carried on, by a noble Peer“, and a /tan- 
datous Doctor of Divinity; who, as well as 
ſome others of that Crew, were arrived to 
ſuch an Heigth of Inbumanity, as could en- 


able them to behold, without Shame or Re- 


morſe, ſo. many Men, \publickly murther'd, 
under: a'Form of Juſtice, for Crimes of which 


they knew them to be perfectly innocent; 
and that themſelves were the ſole Inventors 


and Framers: 


TREsE Speeches of theſe dying fu oppoſed 


Criminals, had ſuch an Effet on Mr. Milles 


as to make him intirely disbelieve, not only 
the Popiſh Plot, but alſo what ſome, Men: fo 


loudly bellowed about the Nation, that there 
was then any particular Deſign or Attempt 


to bring in ed. by any ſort of Forte 
whatſocyer. He was alſo certainly informed 


of the very evil Intentions and Inclinations, 


* 


which ſome Men at this time had entertain d, 
both againſt the Monarchy and the Church; 
and this made him apprebend and ſuſpect; 


that they were going awd to 9 phy the old 
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Cant obet again, and to ſet on foot yin 


void Caiſe à Teeond” time; and tb involve 
the Nation once more, in Fl that Cab 


and Diſorder; flötu Which it was not "long 


ſince it had, in an altn6ſt imnitaculdusg matt 


ner, fecbver'd irſel Theſe Apßtehenſions 


made Mr. Miller, In his Cotivefſatibn, en- 
deavour tö free the Minds öf Men from 
caũſeleſs Fears and Jealouſtes; and in His 
Setmons, tö exhott rhei to ohedlence and 
Loyalty to the King; à Hearty and ſincere 
Conformity to the Church, and tö Charity, 
Friendſhip, and good Neighbourhood'towards 
each other. The Freedom and Zeil he Thew- 
ed in tecommending theſe Duties, could not 
fail of being taken notice of at Mrtbmb; 
Which "Being A great Thorougb. fate; and a 
Place to Which te Nobility and Gentty 
müch relort in their Journies, and! paſſing 
from London intd the Country, and Hom the 
—_— to Louabu, the repolt 6f this Con- 
dect of Mr. Milles was carried further; and 
Käme to the Knowledge of the Party, who 
their et themſelves in à very en — 41 
tion againſt che Court: 
Aso vr the Var 1680, ſeveral cps. 
who in 4 more than ordinary miner had ſig- 
Nalſz d their Zoyatty to the Crown,-and firm 


Agence to the Mabliſb. 4 Church, were 
chougne 


<< fy ©@ „ rn 6 a os. 


ep 
—— — 


” ny WW 


oO w CU Gun UW & Vv w- 


EF 


-” Ot 


* 


reer 


d 8723 


Reverend My. Isa Mitss. 67 


thought fit ro be vexed, harraſſed, and put to 


Charges, by being ſent for up by the Honour- 
able Houſe of Commons. And it was not 
long after ſeveral had ſuffered in this manner, 
that Mr. Miller was kindly advertiſed by a 
Friend of his, who was one of them who 
watched all the Motions, Intrigues, and Ca- 
bals, -of this Party, that his Name had been 
mentioned among ſome of the Clergy who 
were thought moſt averſe to the Deſigns of 
that Party, and ro the complying with any 
Alterations, either in Church or State. This 
Friend added: Thar he did not know what 


the Conſequence might be, but thought 


it might be proper for Mr. Milles to 
come to Town, and ſhew himſelf in all 
„ publick Places; that he might the more 
eaſily, and with leſs Expence to himſelf, 


de forth coming, if he ſhould happen to 


be call'd for, on any Occaſion.” Upon 
this Mr. Milles immediately went to London; 
and, as his Friend adviſed, - appeared every 
Day in Ea | the Court of Re- 
gueſts, &c. when theſe Places were fulleſt of 
Company. After he had been in London 


ſome time, his Friend adviſed him to wait 


upon a certain Gentleman, who was one f 
the principal Men of that Party ; and to re- 
. to him: TR he was very ſorry to 

| F 3 „ hear, 


hear, that ſome Gentlemen of the Honour- 
able Houſe of Commons were offended at 
his Conduct at Wiccomb;” and to aſſure 
him, That there was no real Ground for 
** ſuch Offence, ſince he had never ſaid any 
one thing, but what was intended to ſhew 
his Loyalty to his Prince, and his Aﬀec- 
** tion to his Country.” The Gentleman re- 


ceived Mr. Milles with a great deal of ReſpeQ; 


and in a very mild manner told him: That 
his Name had indeed been mention'd a- 
** mong thoſe of the Clergy, with whoſe 
Conduct the Houſe of Commons was not 
** fatisfied; but that by ſome Gentlemen of 
** Buckinghamſhire they were aſſured of the 
* Goodneſs of his Character; and that he 
need not giye himſelf any manner of Con- 

cern or Uneaſineſs upon that Account.” 
When Mr. Milles had informed his Friend of 
what this Gentleman had ſaid to him, he ad- 
viſed him to ſtay a little longer in Town: 
And a few Days after, meeting him, he told 
him: That he would have him to wait 
upon a certain other Perſon, and make the 
ſame Repreſentation to him, as he had 

* made to the forementioned - Gentleman.” 
When Mr. Milles came to this Perſon, he was 
received by him with abundant Civility and 
Relpect; and the Anſwer he gave him 77 — 
«66 at 
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That ſomething had been ſaid concerning 
him; but that it was not regarded: That 
* they (meaning himſelf and the other 
« Gentlemen of Buckinghamſhire) knew 
his Character; and that he might be aſſu- 
red from him, he would never have any 
Diſturbance given to him.“ Aſter having 
reported this Anſwer to his Friend, he told 
him, if he had no other Buſineſs in Town, 
he might, as ſoon as he pleaſed, return to 
Wiccomb, and be very eaſy there: For 
* that he was now ſure he would never have 
any further Trouble given to him.“ 

Wurrsr Mr. Milles was preparing to go 
home to his Family, he received a Meſſage 
from Sir Edward Atkins, defiring him, to 
come to him. Mr. Milles immediately wai- 


ted on Sir Edward; who receiving him with 


a very chearful Countenance, ſaid: He 
could now aſſure him, with a great deal 
„of Pleaſure, that he might, if he pleaſed, 
remove from his laborious Cure at Wic- 
** comb ; that the Parſonage he had engag'd 
Sir Robert Sawyer to beſtow upon him 
*© was void. He added, that he ſhould hear 


more of it in a very little time, and would 


then acquaint him with ir.” Aſter a Day 
or two, Sir Edward ſending for Mr. Milles 
1 told him: Hie was ſorry to find that 


F 3 it 
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it was Higheleer and not Burgbcleer that 
„ was vacant; but however, he thought that 
« was worth his Acceptance; eſpecially, con- 
« {jdering that the taking this Living,  tho' a 
«*« ſmall one, might be a probable means to 
*« advance him to the other, which was 
* much better, when it ſhould fall. He add- 
ed, that he would have him immediately 
% wait on Sir Robert Szwyer.” Mr. Milles 
immediately following this Direction, and 
waiting on Sir Robert, was told by him: 

That the Rectory of Highcleer was va- 
*« cant by the Death of Mr. Maſſey; and 
that the Preſentation. of him to it, ſhould 
be ſigned as ſoon as he pleaſed.” Here- 
upon Mr. Milies was very expreſſive of his 
Thanks to Sir Robert Sawyer ; who reply d: 

He was glad it lay in his Power to do him 
any Kindneſs; but that he had a very good 
„ fFriend in Sir Edward Atkins,. and that to 
him the greateſt part of his Thanks was 
„ due.” Mr. Miles deſired of Sir Robert 
Sawyer, that ſince he had been ſome time 
from home, and the Proviſion he had made 
for the Service of his Cure was now at an 
End, he would give bim leave to return for 
a few Weeks to Wiccamb, aſter which be 
would wait on him again, to receive, with a 
eat deal of Sanne the Favour of his 
pPreſen- 
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Preſentation to the Parſonage of -Highcleer. 
To this. Prapoſal Sir Robert eaſily e 
and Mr. Milles, after having, with great Ex- 
preſſions af Gratitude, taken leaye of his 
good and ſure Friend, Sir Edward Atkins, 


returned to M iccomb. When he was come 
hither, he pgelolycd to make a Journey to 


Highcleer, to take a View of it, which. aC- 
cordingly he did. On his Return from High- 
cleer, he was in great doubt, whether he 
ſhould leave / iccomb for it. He found this 
Pariſh to be ſituated in a remote and deſolate 
Corner of the World, the Parſonage of ſmall 
Value, by reaſon of a Modus Dec imandi, 
which, by his Predeceſſors, had been ſuffe- 
red to grow upon it into a Cuſtom; the 
Country barren, the People poor, the Parſo- 
nage · houſe old, and out of repair, with very 
few Conveniencies about it. Theſe, and ſome 
other Conſiderations, did much diſcourage him 
from accepting of Higheleer. But again, when 
he conſidered, that if he refuſed this Offer, 
he ſhould undoubtedly diſoblige one, if not 


both his Friends; that thereby he ſhould loſe = 


a great part of his Intereſt, and perhaps be 
pinn'd down for Life, to the. poor and labo- 
rious Cure of M iccomb When be conſi- 


dered further, that by taking this Parſonage, 


he Rows. oblige Sir Edward Atkins, and be 
ved F 4 under 
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under the immediate Protection and Favour 
of Sir Nobert Sawyer, for whom he had a 
very ſincere Reſpect, and whom he had many 
ways ſerved and obliged at Viccomb, he de- 
termined himſelf to accept of Highcleer ; 
and going up ro London again, had a Preſen- 


tation to the Parſonage of Highcleer, given 
ro him by Sir Robert Sawyer. 


Ap now Mr. Milles, when che Spring {WM 


the Year 1681, began to advance, was prepa- 
ring to remove to Higheleer. All his Friends 
and Neighbours at W iccomb, and about it, 
came and took a very ſolemn and affectionate 
Leave of him, with Tears in their Eyes, 
wilhing to him and his Family all manner of 
Happineſs, in the Place to which he was 
going. But with none did Mr. Milles part 
with more Reluctancy, or was parted with, 

with greater Regret, than with Dr. LLuellyn 
and his Family, from whom Mr. Miles had 
found all the Reſpect and Friendſhip he could 
expect. When he had, as it were, diſmant- 
led his Houſe, by raking down the Goods to 
ſend them to Highcteer, ſeveral of his Neigh- 


bours would dine and fup with him, in the 


Vicarage Houſe, at their own Expence ; and 
ſending in Proviſions, would eat them at his 
Table; manifeſting thereby, and frequently 

afirming, rhat * w w_ have been glad to 


have 
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have maintained his Family, and even to have 
lived with him, if they could have kept him 
with them, The Day before he parted from 
Wiccomb, they came in great Numbers to 
take their final Leave of him; and loaded him, 
not only with ſuch things as were neceſſary; 
but alſo with a great deal more than was ne- 
ceſſary, which he took care ſhould be dif- 
Rom of to the Poor. 

AND now, having conducted this good 
and pious Man, Mr. Milles, from Cockfield, 
the Place of his Nativity, to the Free-School 
of St. Edmund s. Bury, from St. Edmund's- 
Bury to the Univerſity of Cambridge, from 
Cambridge to a Curacy at Barley, from Bar- 
ley to the Vicarage of Wiccoms, I am now 
ro introduce him upon the laſt Stage of his 
Pilgrimage here on Earth; which was the 
Rectory of Highcleer, a ſmall Country Vil- 
lage in Hampſhire, ſituate at the Diſtance of 
four little Miles from the Town of Newbury, 
in Berkſhire; for the Pariſh of Higheleer is 
the laſt Pariſh in Hampſhire, being divided 
from the Pariſh of Newbury, which is the 
firſt Pariſh in Berkſhire, by the ſmall 
River Anborne, or Enborne, which here, 
where it divides the two forementioned 


| Pariſhes and Counties, is commonly called 


the Waſh-water. In this Country-Retire- 
ment, 
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ment, Mr. Malles lived with the greateſt | 
Gontentmenc and Happineſs, in the gonſtgut 
Exerciſe of Piety and Devotion, both pub- 
liek- and ptivate, co God, Hoſpitality to the 
_ Ricb, Almstdeeds to the Poor, aud of doing 
good to all, from Friday the 29th Day of 
April 168m, when he, with his Family, ar- 
riyed at Highcleer from M iccoml, to Med. 
ne ſday the 6th Day of Juſy 1720, when it 
pleaſed God to receive him to his Merey; the 
fall Space of thirty · dine Vears, "Mo Months 
W ſeven Days. 

WuxxN Mr. Milles was any ſertled 
at Highclcer, he conſidered that he ſhould 
not be able, on the Income of that Parſo- 
mage, to afford his Children that Education 
abroad, which he was willing and deſirous to 
give them; and fo reſolved to teach them 
himſelf at home thoſe Elements of the Latin, 
Greek, and Hebrew Tongues, which are 
commonly learned in the ordinary Schools, 
and which himſelf had been ſo well grounded 
in by Dr. Stephens at Bury School. By this 
method be concluded he ſhould not only ſave 
jan Expence, namely, that of giving his own 
Children a goad Education; but alſo that he 
ſhould bring in ſome Profit, whereby he 
might be a little aſſiſted to ſubſiſt his Family 
in a creditable way, in a batren and dear 


Country, 
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* 


2 Country, by teaching of others with his own 


Children, who might come to him for that 
Purpoſe. And accordingly, he had not 
taught his. own Children very long, before 
ſome Gentlemen thereabouts, hearing of it, 
apply d to bim, and ſent their Sons co be 
educated by him; and in no long time his 
Houſe was filled with the Sons of Gentle- 
men, who boarded with him. His Intention 
and profels'd Deſign, for a good while, was 
not to take above a certain Number of Scho- 
lars. But after he had taught his own Sons, 
as well as the Sons of ſeveral others, and ſent 
them to the Univerſity of Oxford; and was 
now thinking to leave off the Drudgery of 
teaching a School, he found himſelf ſo far 
engag d, and Gentlemen ſo preſſing to have 
their Sons taught by him, that he determin'd 
to enlarge his Houſe ſo much, as to render it 
more commodious for the Reception of 
Boarders, and the teaching of a larger Num- 
ber of Scholars. Accordingly, about the 
Year 1694, he began to raiſe ſome additional 
Buildings to the old Parſonagehouſe, whereby 
it was render'd more convenient in its Offices, 
and Rooms for the Reception and Accommo. 
dation of Strangers. After this Building was 
finiſhed, that excellent and truly noble Per- 
bon, the Right Honourable the Earl of Pem- 


broke, 
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broke, whom Mr. Milles uſed always to 
mention with the higheſt Honour, which that 
iliuſirious Nobleman doth ſo juſtly merit, from 
all that are acquainted with his uncommon 
Virtues, intruſted Mr. Milles with the Care 
of the Education of his Sons. This was ſuch 
an Obligation upon Mr. Milles, to continue 
the Buſineſs of his Schooh that he deter- 
mined not to intermit it, ſo long as this 
noble Earl would be pleaſed to ſend any of 
his Sons to him to be taugt. 

IN managing the Buſineſs of his School; 
Mr. Milles's great Care was to breed the 
Children, committed to his Care, to Senti- 
ments and Habits of Truth and Virtue, of 
Piety and Devotion, of good Nature and 
Friendlineſs, to one another, and to all Men. 
The teaching and grounding them in the per. 
fect Practice of theſe, and the like Principles 
and Duties, he thought to be of far greater 
moment, than all the Knowledge of Letters, 
with which their Underſtandings and Memo- 
ries" could be furniſhed; and tho' he was far 
from thinking this ought in the leaſt to be 
neglected, yet he always ſeemed more con- 
cerned for the other. He abhorred the 
Thoughts of practiſing the Methods of thoſe 
ſurious Orbilii, who, by the means of their 
n more 2 to the Boys than ever 
0 the 


es rs a Es 


care ro ſuppreſs every thing in them, that 
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the Noman Rods and Axes were to the 
People of Nome, tyrannize over them in a 


moſt terrible manner, and ſeem better fitted 


for the Office of Coachmen, than for that of 
governing a School. Mr. Milles thought no 
Children, leaſt of all the Children of Gentle - 
men, ought to be treated in ſuch a barbaroug 
and ſhameful way. Nor was he deſirous, nor 


did he ſeem ever to endeavour to ſettle any 


great Authority and Awe towards himſelf, in 
the Minds of the Children that were commit -· 
ted to his Government. He would frequent- 
ly, reaſon with them, and repreſent to them 
the Neceſſity of doing ſome things, and the 
Advantage of abſtaining from others; and 
leave it to their own choice, after trial, which 
way they would act: Sometimes he would 
rally and jeſt, them into | a. Performance of 
their Duty, and at other times he would 


teach and explain things to them, in a chear- 


ful, merry, and facetious way; whereby the 
Impreſſion became more lively and pleaſing, 
and laſted; longer with them. He always took 


might have any tendency . to Vice, and to 
point out to them, and lead them, in all the 
Paths of Regularity, Virtue, and Religion. 
He taught them, both by Precept and Ex. 
«pics to be humane, ciuil, and kind to all. 


more 
4 


78 
more eſpecial 
would ſometimes, in a pleaſant and artful 
way, lead the Children to perform Acts of 
Generoficy and Charity. In fine, if he did 
not make his Scholars ſuch exact Critics,” in 


tze Greet and Latin Claſſics; us ſome Boys; 


by a very warm Application of ſamething to 
their hinder Parts ate now and then render d, 
at ſome Schools; yet he inſtill q manly and 


honourable Principles into their Minds, he 


taught them to abhor ſuch Actions, as were 
really baſe and mean; and to like and be 
pleas' d with thoſe, which are truly honour- 
able and praiſe-worthy. In a word, his 
whole Endeavour was to make the Youths, 
both knowing and good at the ſame time. 
 LiBuT-we are not to think, that his Atten- 
dance and Care about his School, did in the 
leaſt intrench upon the Performance of — 
part of the Duty of a Pariſh Miniſter. 
this he was moſt diligent, not only 5 
M and readily acquitting himſelf, of all the 
vecaſional Offices, of Baptizing, Barying, vi- 
firing. the Sick, Gr. which in that Country 
Pariſh-were not many, and were eaſily per- 
formed'; bar alſo in ſaying Prayers once every 
Day at the Church, tho' his Houſe was ſitu- 
ated at the Diſtance of half a Mile from it. 
= ny Prayers and Preaching twice every 


Sunday 


ly to the Poor, to whom he 


Ces e2 N nene a wi m7 me 


ſte 
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Junday throughout the Year; atid Catechij 
in the time of Leut; in viſitisg the bettet 
Sort, ant conferring with them at cheit 


Houſes; and, in fine, in doing all the kind 
and Friendly Offices he could for all. This 


Conduct gaif'd him the Love and Eſteem" of 


all his Neiglibouts in his Pariſb, and of very 


many out of his Pariſh. His very clear and 


pathetie way of Preaching,” and of tecom- 
mending the Doctrines and Duties of the 


Chriſtiati Life, in the moſt affectionatè and 
moving -manner, to the Acceptation and 
Practice of his Hearers, filled his Church ſo 
full, not only of the People of ber - owt 
Pariſh; but alfo df ſuch as came from the 
neighbouring: Pariſhes round about, that it 
was not large enough to contain the Num- 
bers that reſorted thither. This Cuſtom, how- 
ever, of leaving their own Pariſh-· Church and 
Miniſter, und repairing ro other Churches, 
Was What Mr. Milles, indeed, always diſaps- 
proved of, and would frequently reprove aid 
blame, in a friendly way, them, who came 
From” other -Pariſhes-'to hear him. Norwirth- 
ſtanding which they ſtill came, and the Multi- 
trades that flock d to Highelter Church, to 
attend on Mr. Milles's Inſtretions, and the 
want of room'there-for them, was what: firſt 
Ln Sir Robert Sawyer upon the thoughts of 
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building a new Church in that Pariſh. And 
this, as I am inform'd, was one of the Rea- 
ſons which he aſſigned, in the Application, 
or Addreſs, that he made to the Biſhop, of 
Wincheſter, for leave to enlarge the Church, 
thar the Site, or Compaſs of the old Church, 
was not large and capacious enough to con- 
rain the great Numbers of People: that repair- 
ed thither. | Sir Robert Sawyer might have, 
and 'no doubt had, other Reaſons: for his re- 
building this Pariſb- Church; ſuch as the 
Credit and Reputation he ſhould, by ſuch a 
good Work, acquire, not only i in the preſent, 
- but: after Times,” the more convenient and 
ſtately accommodation at Church of himſelf; 
his Family, and immediate Tenants; which 
herhath, indeed, very amply. provided ſor. 
Wi Sir Robert Sawyer had dererinineds to 
build the Pariſh Church of Higheleer, he con- 
falted with Mr. Milles what Proviſion ſhould 
be made ſor the People of the Pariſh, after the 
old Church was pulled down, until a new one 
was erected, and fir for their Reception z and 


it was thought by both, the beſt way to ad- 
viſe the People to go to thoſe Neighbouring 


Pariſh-Churches, which lay neareſt to their 
dwelling Houſes; The old Church at High- 
eleer, as I find by Mr. Mz//es's Journal, be- 

or to be pulled down on Hedneſday in 
Eafter- 


Highcleer, to try whether he could rai & ge. peu 


men and Children, who, out of mere Curio- WH "A 


this Man's Proceedings, thought it would be 


Reverend Mr. Isaac MilIESs. 8 1 
Eaſter Weck, which was the 18 Day of 
April, in the Year 1688. And the People of 
the Pariſ were very well contented to reſort 
to the neighbouring Churches, where Mr. 
Milles preached very often, at one or other 
of them almoſt every Lord's. Day. But the 
Presbyterians at Newbury being always 
watchful to propagate their cn. in Places 
where it is not already planted, when the old 
Church at Highclzer was taken down, ſent 
one of their vile Fraternity of Preachers,ro 
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Congregation there. This Man got into a , /4 „, 999 = 
Barn, belonging to one of the Pariſh, and there Mura l £7 5 
began his Preaching to ſome he brought "As A. 4 
with him from Newbery: And after he had , Z BM 
preached there ſeveral Sundays, his only Au- fr an; Þ 
ditors of Highcleer, were a few poor Wo- 2. Ale o 


ſity, run to hear what was ſaid, and lee whe . 
was done. i 5 
MR. Millec, Weed 1088 informed of. wr, = 
5 = 


the beſt. way to put a Stop to this Schiſma. SP 

tical Attempt, at the Beginning; and for this 

End, conſulting with Sir Robert Sawyer, 

they agreed that Mr, Mz/lzs ſhould officiate 

and preach every Sunday, in the great Hall 

in * — * s Houſe, which, to- 
3 ether 
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gether: with the Parlours near it, were large 
enough to hold a good part of the Pariſhoners. 
1 find by Mr. Milles's Journal, that he be- 
gan to read Prayers and preach in this Hall, 
on Sunday the 224 of July 1688, and con- 
tinued it every Sunday after, till the new 
Church was fit for the Reception of the 
Pariſh... The Presbyterian Teacher, after 
this, ſoon. left coming to Higbeleer, finding 
"29 o Encouragement there; nor was there, at 
any time aſterwards, any Artempr made to 
: gather a ſeparate Congregation in this Place. 
And, indeed, Mr. Milles, for the laſt five and 
thirty of the nine and thirty Vears that he 
Was Miniſter of Highcleer, had not one Diſe 
enter, 28, I have been informed, of any de- 
Bomfnatieh, in his Pariſh ; notwithſtanding 
that this Pariſh borders on the Pariſh of New- 
bury, which abounds. with Diſenters. of all 
Sorts; and the neighbouring Pariſh of 
„ Burghcleer hath alſo a great many Presby- 
_terians in it. In this Hall, however, Mr. 


Milles conſtantiy ſaid the ordinary Service, 


2 2 


214 new Church was opened, which, if I miftake 
not, is to be fixed to the Year 16893 at 
what time of the Year. J am not informed, 


S _— _ 1 ſuppoſe it was about the Beginning of 
22 e, [tru _ SY 
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ON Mr. Miles's arrival at Higheleer, and 


Settlement there, he endeavoured firſt of all 


to be perſonally acquainted, and to cultivate 
a friendly Correſpondence with all the 
People, even the pooreſt of his Patiſn. The 
better Sort he viſited, and was viſited by 


them, and frequently entertain'd them at his 


Table; and the pooreſt of all, he chearfully, 
and, in a moſt humble manner, relieved at his 
Door, commonly with his own Hands, mix- 
ing ſome good Admonition, of Inſtruction, 
with his Alms; and very often, to ſaye them 


the Trouble and loſs of Time from their La- 


bour, in coming to his Houſe, he would 
walk to their poor Cottages, and there leave 
the Money he was intruſted with for them, 
whether i: were Sacrament Money, or Mo- 


ney out of his own Purſe, or Money that 


was given to him to diſtribute among them. 
Bur Mr, Milles's great Care, after che was 


thoroughly fixed at Highcleer, was. to culti- 


vate a. * and intimate Friendſhip with 


his Brethren of the Clergy, who, all of them, 
in no long time, grew into a moſt affectio- 


nate Regard and Reſpect for him. He . 


frequently exchanged Duties with them, he 
officiating for them, and they for him, on 
the Lord s. Day; and when at any time their 
Baden called them from home, and obliged 


G 2 them 
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them to be abſent'any Lord's-Day from their 
their Cures, Mr. Milles was always ready t6 
ſupply for them, and never known to refuſe, 
or' make any Excuſe when he was apply'd to 
for this Purpoſe. And in the Neighbouring 
large Town of Newbury, he not only fre- 
quently ſupply'd the Church there, at the 
Miniſter's defire, in his Abſence, bur alfo 
when the Turns of Preaching came very 
thick upon the younger Men, who were Cu- 
rates there, he never declined eaſing them, by 
an exchange of Duty ; he going to Newbur'y 
and preaching for them, and they coming to 
his little Church of Highcleer and officiating 
for him. 

Ap here I cannot forget a mighty, Deli- 
verance, which Mr. Miles, and a great part 
of the Town of Newbury, once had, upon 
the Occaſion of Mr. Milles's preaching there. 
It ſeemed indeed by this, and ſome other In- 
ſtances of God's wonderful Providence over 
him, that he had a more than ordinary Guard 
and Attendance of the holy Angels about him, 
to keep him, and all that were with him, or 
near him, from all Harm and Miſchief. It 
was on Sunday the ſecond of February 1684, 
that Mr. Milles, by exchange with one Mr. 
Vaughan, Curate of Newbury, went thither 


to officiate ; where, preaching 0 on 2 Cor. vi. 2. 
x" OP © © 
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Far he ſaith, I have heard thee in 4à time 
accepted, and in the Day of Salvation have 
T faccoured thee, behold now is the accepted 
time, behold now is the Day of Salvation. 
And not continuing his Diſcourſe very long, 
becauſe of the Sacrament of the Holy Eucha- 
riſt, which was to be celebrated afterwards, 
whilſt he, and the Congregation that ſtay'd 
ro receive, were in the Chancel, and he was 
adminiſtring the Sacrament, a great part of 


the Roof, over the Body of the Church, 


where the People uſed to aſſemble at Prayers 

and Sermon, on a ſudden fell down, with a 
mighty Noiſe, and to the great Amazement 
and Terror of all that were in the Chancel, 
tho' the Ruins did not come near them; but - 
falling on the Pews, in the middle of the 
Church, with an heavy Weight of Lead, that 


covered that part of the Church, intirely de- 


moliſh'd them, and would, doubtleſs, miſe- 
rably have cruſh'd to death, the People that 
were bur juſt gone of them, if they had been 
there. The Sacrament was hereby interrup- 
ted, the People haſtily running out of the 
Church, and leaving Mr. Milles alone in the 


Chancel, who, after he had on his Knees 


given thanks to God, at the Altar, for this 
great Deliverance, and finding that none of' 
the * would return into the Chance}, 

3 that 
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that ſo RY might have compleated the garviee 
came out of the Church not in the. leaſt 
affrighted, but full of Sentiments and Ex- 
preſſions of Gratitude to Goh, for his gra- 


cious Protection. 
Ix was obſervable, that the Roof of the 


Church fell down no farther than to the 


Pillar, againſt which the Pulpit ſtood, and 
whereunto it was faſtened, and the Pulpit 
itfelf was nor in the leaſt damaged. So that 
if Mr. Mites had continued in the Pulpit 
till the Roof had fallen, how miferable a Car- 
nage ſoever it had made among the People, 


he, in all likelihood, had been fafe from 


Harm. This, however, did not in the leaſt 
diminiſh the Senſe he had of, and the Grati- 
tude he ever retain'd for, this mighty Veli. 
vergnte, Which he never afterwards men- 
tioned himfelf, or heard mentioned by others, 


without Expreſſions of his hearty and un- 


feigned Thanks to God for the fame, . 
ON Circumſtance there was in chis great 
Mercy, which Mr. Milles uſed afterwards to 
mention with the utmoſt Gratitude. It was 
his Cuſtom, on a Lord's-Day in the Mor- 
ning, eſpecially when he officiated at New- 
bury, where, after he had rode four Miles, 


the Labour of ſpeaking was greater than in 


his own Church, to ſmoke a Pipe of Tobac- 


co, 
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co, in order to compoſe his Thoughts, and 
enable him, as he 8 Gre did, the 
better to go thro' the Service which was to 
enſue. And this was known to be fo cuſto- 


mary with him, that this Sunday Morning, 


when he came into the Miniſter of New- 
bury's Houſe, he was asked, and even preſſ- 
ed, to do as he uſed to do, and to take a 
Pipe; bur, as he affirmed afterwards, he felr 
upon his Mind at that time, ſo lively a Senſe 
of the Service of the Holy Euchariſt, which 
was to follow the Sermon, that he broke in 
upon his former Cuſtom, and refuſed to ſmoke. 


Upon the Conſideration of this Citcumſtance, 


how inconſiderable ſoever it may ſeem in it- 
ſelf, this good Man uſed afterwards to offer 
up Praiſe unto God, who in that critical Junc- 
ture, and on fo flight an Incident, did nevet- 
theleſs, ſo work upon his Mind, as to reſtrain 
him from doing at that time, what he was fo 


much accuſtomed to: For, as he uſed to ſay, 
if God had not with-held him from ſmoking 


a Pipe of Tobacco that Morning, how many 


Hundreds of the People of Newbury muſt 


inevitably have loſt their Lives. 


To this I may add, that if another c Clergy- | 
man had preached that Day, who by 15 


down beforehand, all he deſigned to ſay, ha 
ſed himſelf up to ſpeak juſt ſo many Mi, 
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nutes, the People, in all Probability, had not 
eſcaped this terrible Deſtruction. Whereas 
Mr. Milles, who did not uſe to write down 
every Word of his Sermon beforehand, but 
gave himſelf the liberty of ſpeaking a longer 
or a ſhorter time, as he ſaw occaſion, was 
not bound to any Number of Minutes, and 
by ſhortning his Sermon at this time, on ac- 
count of the Sacrament which was to follow, 
was an accidental Cauſe, that the People of 
that Town were ſnatched like a Firebrand out 
of the Fire, from this imminent and molt 
dreadful Calamity. _ 

Ir was alſo obſerved, and 9 remem- 
ber'd by Mr, Miles, as a providential Con- 
cCurrence of another remarkable Circumſtance, 
to ſave the People of Newbury from this 
Danger, that the Leſſons were ſhorter this 
Lord s. Day than upon moſt other Sundays i in 
the Year. 


As this Accident made ; a mighty Noiſe all 


over the. Kingdom, ſo the good People of 
Newbury were fo ſenſible of God's Protection 


and Care over them herein, that it was pro- 


poſed to Mr. Miller, that as long as he 


ſhould live in this Neighbourhood at leaſt, 


the Anniverſary of this Deliverance ſhould be 


kept at Newbury, and Mr. Milles ſhould be 


25 defired AY Year to * e this Occa- 


ſion . 
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ſton. But this, Mr. Milles told them, was a 
Motion he could not agree with, till it were 
enjoyned by a ſuperior Authority, and con- 
ſented to by all Parties concern'd. But how- 
ever, he preached on the ſame Day for ſeve- 
ral Vears afterwards, on the ſame Text he 
had preached on when the Church fell, to the 
great edification and ſatisfaction of the People 
of Newbury. _. 

As to Mr. Millers Acquainrence) ond | 
Friends, whilſt he was Miniſter of Highcleer, 
the. firſt that ought to be mentioned, is te 
Right Honourable Thomas Earl of Pembroke. 
whom, as I have ſaid, Mr, Milles never heard © © © 
mentioned by others, or mentioned himſelf, 

' without that Reſpect and Honour, which all 
that know him are ſenſible is juſtly due to 
his extraordinary Virtues. A Perſon of ſo 
much Humanity and Goodneſs, ſuch condeſ- 

cenſion and nobleneſs of Spirit, to all with 
whom he hath. any. Correſpondence, as ren- 
ders him an- illuſtrious Example, and fit to be 
imitated by the: greateſt and beſt Men in the 
Nation. This noble Gentleman, when he 
uſed to retire into the Country to Highc leer, 
was pleaſed to ſhew more than ordinary Ci- 
vility and Kindneſs to Mr. Milles; in whoſe - 
Converſation, whilſt he was there, he ſeem- 
ed to take ſome Satisfaction. I have been 
| 5 certainly 
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oertainly informed, that he was always moft 
coarteous and condeſcending to him; and had 
ſuch” a regard” for the Integrity and Piety 
which he diſcern'd in Mr. Milles, as not 
only made him have a moſt ſincere Reſpect 
for him, but alſo inclined him to permit his 
eldeſt Son to attend him into Ireland, when 
he went Lord Lieutenant into that Kingdom, 
and cauſed him to recommend him to the 
late Queen, for the vacant See of Water- 
ford and Liſmore, which he now enjoys. 
Tux next Friend of Mr. M3{/es, we ought 
to mention, was his Patron, when he came 
to Highcleer, Sir Robert Sawyer ; who, ar 
the Recommendation of Sir Edward Atkins, 
a9 hath been' alfeady mentioned, beſtowed 
on him the Paiſboaze of Highcleer. This 
Gentleman was born in Berkſhzre, not far 
from N indſor, educated at Cambridge, in 
Magdalen College, where I have heard, he 
was Fellow; ſome time after the Refforarion 
be apply'd himſelf to the diligent Practice of 
the Common Law, and got into a good deal 
of Buſineſs,” eſpecially in his Majeſty's Court 
of Exchequer. He was a Repreſentative in 
Parliament, for the Burrough of M iccomb, 
and for the Univerſity of Cambridge. He 
Was made Attorney General about the Begin- 
ning of the Year 1681, in the room of Sir 
. Creſwel 


Reverend Mf. IsaAc MiLLes. 91 
Crefivel Levin x, who was made one of the 
Judges of the Common Pleas, and continued 
ſeven Vears in that Poſt, till the Vear 1687. 


He bad always a ſincere Reſpect for Mr. 
Milles; and on the other hand, Mr. Mille: 


was not wanting in paying all manner of 


deference to him. And tho Sir Edward 
Atkins was Mr. Milles's chief Friend, as I 


2 have already. mention'd, in procuring for bim 


all the little Preferment he ever enjoy'd, yet 
Sir Robert Sawyer being the Hand that be- 


frow'd HFligbeleer upon him, Mr. Miller al- 
ways ſhewed himſelf ro have the moſt grate- 
ful Senſe of his Favour to him herein. And 


this made him ſomewhat cautious in mention- 
ing how much Sir Edward Atkins was con- 


cerned in his' Promotion, left he fhould 
hereby give any Umbrage to Sir Robert 


Sawyer, and prevent any Kindneſs which he 
might afterwards be inclined to fhew to him, 


or his. And, indeed, Mr. Milles's Reſpect 


tor Sir Robert Sawyer continued to his Death, 
and to his Memory afrer he was dead; nor 
could any thing take it away, or in the leaſt 
diminiſh it. This Gentleman dy'd of a 
Droply at Higbeleer, on the 28 Day of 
| July, in the Year 1692; and Mr. Miller, 
who buried him there, when he entered him 
in the Regiſter Book of the Pariſh, could 
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not forbear to give him the following very 
mt Character, i. e. Thar he was 
put out of the Place of Attorney Gene- 
ral by King James Il, for his Integrity. 
That he was a Gentleman of good Prin- 
3 ciples, and good Practice, and immove- 


able in them. That he was of a ſweet 
and chearful Temper, of a courteous and 
obliging Carriage. In fine, that he was con- 
ſtantly doing much good, and was himſelf 
a Bleſſing and a public Good; and that he 


reaps the Reward of all, in the Society 


. 25 of the Spirits of juſt Men made perfect.“ 
Mm. Milless next Acquaintance and Friend, | 


was the Reverend Dr. George Hooper, whom 


2 5 he found Rector of Eaſft-Woodbay and Ab. 
manſuorth, when he came to Higheleer. 


For this moſt* excellent Perſon, Mr. Milles 


bad, as every one had that ever was acquain- 
ted with his rare Endowments, the greateſt 


Reſpect and Honour. He frequently men- 


tions him in his Journal, in fach a manner, 


as plainly ſhews that he had the higheſt Opi- 
nion of his excellent Accompliſhments and 


| ſhiniog Worth. I have heard him often ſay, 
that of all the Clergymen, he was ever ac- 


quainted with, there was none in whom the 
three Characters, of the perfect Gentleman, 


„ .hocongh Scholar, and the venerable and 
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Reverend Mr. Isxac Mitts. 535 
Skillful Divine, met in ſo high an Exaltatioh 
and great Perfection as in him. He uſed to 
ſay, that he was a public Bleſſing to that 
Country, and to the Clergy thereabouts; and 
by his ſweet and obliging Deportment to all, 
not only gained the Affections and Eftectn 
of all; but alſo ſer the Clergy, in particular, 
ſuch an Example, by the Imitation of which, 
they might greatly have advanced the Intereſt 
of our poor Church. With him Mr. Milleg 
cultivated a very intimate and friendly Cor- 
reſpondence, often viſiting him, and being | 
ſometimes viſited by him, as long as he con- 
. tinued Rector of Eaſſ- Noodhay, which wa 
till he was made Dean of Canterbury ; eh | 
happened about rhe Year 1693. /591, © 
AxoTtarr of Mr. Millers moſt intimate 
Friends and Acquaintance, whilſt he lived ar 
Highcleer, was the Reverend Dr. John Hern, 
Canon of M indſor, who ſucceeded the Reve- 
rend Dr. Hooper, as Dr. Hooper did Biſhop _ 
Ken, in the Parſonage of Eaft-Woodhay and - 
 Aſhmanſworth. This Gentleman was, in all 
reſpects, of ſo ſweet a Temper, ſo perfectly 
regular a Life and Converſation, and ſo dili- 
gent and dextrous in the Buſineſs and Work 
of a Pariſh Miniſter, that nothing could be 
more acceptable to Mr. Miles, than Dr. 
B ; as on the other hand Mr. Milles had 
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a great. Shate. of Dr. Hern's Affection and 
| Eſteem. Mr. Milles uſed to ſay, that Dr. 
| Hooper's leaving this Country, would, as he 
thought, have been the greateſt Loſs that 
Could have happened to it "i ir bad not been 
ſo abundantly made up, and ſo amply recom- 
penſed in the coming of Dr, Hern into it. 
And indeed he was a Man of primitive Man- 
ners, a moſt unblameable Life, and petfect 


fotegrity of Converſation. He being alſo by 


Birth a Norfolk Man, and that County, as 

is known, bordering upon Saffolt, they 
looked upon one another almoſt as Country- 
men, by reaſon of the great Similitude of 
Manners and Dialect, whieh is between thoſe 
two Counties. Their F amilies alſo were not 
unznown to each the other. Beſides, Dr. 
Hern was educated at Cambridge, and, 1 
think, Fellow of Clare-HaK there; which 
made Mr. Mz/les, who uſed ſometimes in a 
chearful manner to ſhew himſelf facetiouſly 
concerned for that Univerſity, take the grea- 
ter Complaiſancy and Satisfaction in a Man 


who was ſo great an Honour to it. Beſides, 


Dr. Herne was a Gentleman extreamly well 
acquainted with the World, as having been 
much at Court, not only whilſt he was Chap. 
lain to the Princeſs of Orange, afterwards 
— Mary, in Holland, but allo after the 


| Revo- 
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Revolution; which enabled him, as his Aﬀec+ 
tion to Mr. Milles inclined him, to give a 
truer and juſter Account, both of Men and 
Things, than Mr. Millet could have from 
moſt of "thoſe with whom he converſed. Dr. 
Hern was alſo heartily concerned for the 
Welfare of Mr, Miller and his F Family ; ; and 
his Children being at this time unprovided 
for, the Doctor was always thinking of Me- 


thods, and contriving Means to ſerve Mr. 


Millet in this reſpect, which render d him 
| highly oblig d, and very much x nit his Aﬀec- 
tions to this good Man, who otherways de- 
ſerved a large Share of Eſteem, from every 

one that knew his great Worth. Sure h am, 
that Mr. Milles was ſo ſiacerely and heartily 
attach'd to him, that no Affliction, during 
the whole Courſe of his Life, next to the 
loſs of his Wife, was ſo grievous to him, as 
the Death of Dr. Herne, who departed this 


Life at oodhay, on the 24 Day of Aprih, 


in the Year 1707, and. was interr'd in the 
Pariſh Church there. Anda Man he was, as 


Mr. Miles uſed. to ſay, of whom the World 


was not worthy... 
ANOTHER of Mr. Milles's Friends of the 
Clergy ,' was Mr. Gillingham,. Miniſter, of 
Ham in Wiltſhire, concerning whom I have 
been able to inform myſelf but very ſlender- 
| "M0 
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in this Vale of Tears, that contributed 15 


e was one in Whole Comp any Mr. 
2 uſed to ſay he ro, great Delight, 


Which makes me think he had a good deal of 
Eaſineſs and Sweetneſs, of Candor and Mo- 
deration in his Converſation, which Quali- 
ties were what Mr. Milles was known to take 


the greateſt Satisfaction in. Ou the ſame Ac- 


count, I ſuppoſe, he greatly admit d the Con- 


verſation of another Clergyman', „ otie Mr. 
Smith, Miniſter of Xympton; who, he uſed 
to ſay, was a Man of ſuch Accompliſhments, 
as fitted him for a much higber Station in the 
Church, than that of a Country Miniſter. 

Tusk were Mr. Milles's chief Friends of 
che Clergy, whilſt be was Miniſter of High- 


clerr, whom he valued ſo much, that when 
Dr. Hern and Mr. Smith of Kympton died, 


he'uſed to fay, there was no one of his Bre- 


thren thereabours, bur Mr. G illingham,” who 


died not long before Mr. Milles, and the Re- 
verend Mr. Joſeph Mood, Vicar of Whitchurch 
in Hampſbire, who is ſtill alive, in whoſe 
Company he could take any manner of Sa- 


tisfaction; and that it was now time for him 
to go out of the World, when moſt of his 


beſt Friends were gone before him. 


Bor there was no Event which befel Mr. | 


Milles, during the Courſe of his Pilgrimage 
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Reverend Mr. Isa Mites. 9 
much to diſengage his Affections from this 
World, and to create in him an Indifference 
for Life, as the Loſs of Mrs. Millec, his dear 
and tender Wife, who had been a conſtant 
and faithful Companion to him; in all the ſe- 
veral Turns and Changes of Fortune he had 
met wich in che World. She had lived with 
bim about eight and thirty Vears, and was 
a moſt frugal, faithful, and diligent Manager 
of all hi Concerns. For Induſtry, and a pru- 
dent Foteſigbt and Cate in the providing for, 
and governing her Family, ſhe, had dew; Es 
quals. Het Children found the Benefit ＋ 
her Conduct, and, as 1 have heard, haye 
aſcrib'd the proſperous Condition, in; which 
they now are, chiefly to her Mapagement, 
She died of a Diſtemper, which ſhe bad bega 
always afraid, of, the Small pox, on the h 
of January, on the Vear 170; and was 
intert d in the Chancel of the Pariſh Church 
of Higbrleer., This afflicting Agcident,, as 
it was a mighty Loſs, ſo was it the Ogęa: 
ſion of great Grief to Mr. Malles; and, with; 
out doubt, gave bing, 35 lively Senſe; af, big 

own' Mortality. 4 „ 1hidw 
Ap, indeed, his n qut of this 
Would, was what Mr. Milles often thought 
and ſpoke of in the latter part of his Days, 
_ whill he continued. in perfect. Health, 
5% H A 
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68 be LIFE \of tibe 
Strength, and Vigour. He: uſed frequently 
to ſay to his Children: That he was now 
grown old, and that he had not long to 


«five; and that he ſhould be reap to obey, + 


«| whenever God pleaſed to call bin, to 


„% whoſe holy Will-he deſired his own Will 


„might in all things be conformable”. And 
at the end of his Better to them, he uſed to 
ſübſctibe himſelf: For the litele time that 
as before him, theit affectionate Father.“ 
And, indeed, during the whole Oourſe of his 
Life, he ſeemed not to have n 
ly attached and fixed to this World; being 
ways very indifferent as to Life, and og 
looſe and diſengaged from all the Enjoymetirs 
of it; except they were ſuch as were com- 
mon, as the Light of the Sun, the Pleaſure 


of the Air, and the Verdure of the Fields, 


Ge. which he ſeemed to have a chearfal and 


Reliſh for. He thought that other- 


ways the World afforded but very little Sa- 
tisfaction; and that the diſpleaſin g and 
troublefome Events of it, did, in the Lives 
of al Men, far exceed and outweigh thoſe 
Which were any way pleaſing and ſatisfactory. 


He lived, indeed, very happily in it, having f 


never met with any Misfortunes or Diſap- 
pointments in paſſing thro” it, except the 
8 of Relations and Friends, bat what 

were 
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were plainly the Effect of the cauſeleſs Villany, 


Iniquity, or Envy, of others to bim, from 
whom be never had deſerved any. fort of 
Evil. And theſe things he uſed to bear, not 
only with Contentment, but Chearfulneſs ; 
ſaying, That God frequently made uſe of 
the Wickedneſs, and irregular Paſſions of 
„ Men, to bring about the Sie Ends of his 
Providence; and that he had found that 
* the Malice of ſome Men towards him, had 
«© been every now and then ſo over · ruled, as 


to turn to his greateſt Good.” And 1 ind | 


in his Diary, that When a certain Perſon, 
out of mere hatred and Envy, had endea- 


voured td leſſen and defame him, in a moſt 


falſe; and injurious manner; to one whoſe 
good Opinion Mr. Milles had obtained and 
highly valued, tho” as be; ſays, the thing 
troubled him; yet he adds theſe Words; Sed 
Deus, fpero, hoc in bonum convertet. 1 
hope God will bring good out of the evil In- 
tent iomt and Actions of this Man. And yet 


fo ſenſible was Mr. Milles of the Malice of 
this Perſon, that he took an Opportunity 


ſome time after, to propole this Matter to him, 
and in a modeſt and private manner to demand 
of him: That he would give him Satisfaction 
for the Injury he had done him, by only 
I e him 1 18105 according to big 
U he 
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he knew to be the Truth, in the Opinion 
that Perſon, to wWRHom he had in ſach a falſe 
and ſpiteſul manner miſrepreſented him. 
And when this Perſon reply d: That whar 
he had ſaid was only ſpoken in jeſt, and fo 


taken: by the Perſon''to' whom he ſpoke ir, 
Mr. Miles was immediately ſatisfied. 80 
eaſy? was this good Man to take the leaſt Re- 
paration, in caſe of any ſort of Injury which 
Was done to him. And in the Iſſue, he did 
not find that this Gentleman did gain the leaſt 
part of his End; which was to prejudice, and 


if poſſible, to ruine Mr. Millers in tie Opi- 


nion of the other, who after this treated Mr. 
| Milles with more Reſpect and Friendſhip 
than he had ever before ſhewnu unto him. 
So prophetic was Mr. Milles in what he writ 


on this Occaſion ed Deas bee hoc in bo- 


num conuertet. 8 381 „aW hay” 


Br Mr. Milles's: being — and 


ſitting looſe from the World, was not the 
Virtue with which alone the Life of this very 
worthy and excellent Man was adorn'd. He 
was alſo a moſt affectionate Friend to, and 
| heartily concern d for” the true [Intereſt of 
his Country in Church and State. He was 
ah hearty Enemy to alb Changes in both, as 
knowing by the beſt way of Information, Ex- 
Perienre, „that any Alteration in either, 

tended 
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Reverend Mz. Isaac Mittes. 101 
tended to, and would itifallibly end in the 
Ruin of his Country; the Welfare and Proſ- 
perity of which, no Man could have more 
at heart than Mr. Milles had. He was al- 
ways utterly averſe to Republican Schemes, 


which he knew would never agree with the 


Situation and Extent of our Dominions, or 
with the Diſpoſition and Humour of the 
People. All the Steps to this ſort of Go- 
vernment, he, in his Station, zealouſly op- 
poſed; and accordingly, uſed much to la- 
ment any Eneroachments that were made, as 
he was ſenſible a great many had been, and 
were daily attempted to be made, on the 
Prerogative of the Crown; either by the 
People or the Parliament. He was equally 
averſe to the Tyranny of an unlimited and 
abſolute Monarchy, trembling at the thoughts 
of a. French Government; which, as he 
imagined, fundamentally deſtroyed. e 
and made all People Slaves. 

As when Mr. Miles was at che Univer: 
ſity of Cambridge, he was zealous for the 
bringing in again of the ancient Government 
in Church and State, before it came to paſs; 
ſo when it was effected, he was not leſs 
hearty and affectionate for the Continuance _ 
and Proſperity, than he had been for the 
Reſtoration of it. He had a very advanta- 
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miniſtration of King Charles II; — tho be 
heartily abhor'd thoſe perſonal Vices, which 
ſtain d this Prince's Character, yet he thought 
no one underſtood better, nor practiſed more 
dexterouſly, the true Art of governing the 


Engliſh People and Nation than he did. He 


was well informed, and abundantly ſenſible 
of the Malignity of a certain noble Peer, 


who was the chief Occaſion of all the 
Troubles in this Prince's Reign; and when 


te lived at MWiccomb, endeavoured to open 
the Eyes of all People, as to this Affair; 
and to convince them that it was not Pope- 
y and Slavery, but Presbytery and Repub- 
lic, that we were in the greateſt Danger of. 
However, he plainly foreſaw that King 
Charles would be too hard for, and quickly 
ſurmount all Oppoſition; which, towards the 
latter end of his Reign he had in a great 
meaſure accompliſhed. In his Journal, I find, 

t hat he mentions the Day of his Death, which 
was Friday the ſixth Day of February 1682, 
** AS a ſad Day, for on this Day our Graci- 
«© ous King Charles Il, of whom this Na- 
tion was not worthy, died of an Apoplexy, 

* about ten a. Clock in the Morning, to the 

„ great Grief * 15 . and "mY? Chriſti- 
2 an * 
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Tu Acceſſion of King James to the 
Crown, with ſo fair 7 and fuch ample 
' Promiſes, was matter of great Comfort to 
Mr. Miller, and render'd him very chearful 
and ſanguine. He always reproved them, 
who would every now and then be ſuggeſting 
Fear and Jealouſies, which were prejudicial to 
the Government and Adminiſtration of this 
Prince; telling them that * might depend 
upon the Word of a King. 
Hz was heartily — 2 ſor the Crown 
and ancient Government of the Church, 
when the Duke of Monmouth invaded the 
Kingdom, and raiſed a formidable Rebellion 
againſt King James. In his public and pri- 
vate Diſcourſes, he manifeſted the utmoſt 
Abhorrence of this Perſon's Proceedings, and 
exborted all People to continue true and 
faithful to King James, as, he ſaid, they 
were moſt indifpenſably bound by their Alle- 


1 
1 | 
\ 
Ll 
* 
7 
AS 
. 
o 
Ll 
7 
1 
py 
7 
{* 
Sq» 
| _ 
* 
© x 
Fl bo 
7 
* 
11. 
Ft? 
8 
2 |: 
* 
þ' + 0 
1 
' 
3 
111 
z © 
i 
$ Pjll 
4 
. N 
. 1 
„„ 
. 2 
bs * . 
y ** 
= 4 
4. 
_ 
1 25 
1 1 
B's. 
\. 9 4 
| N 
. 
. _ 
1 0 
1 
1 
Jo. | 
he] 
WAR! 
"— 
* 
AL | 
= 
Mi 
* 
. 
_ 
«a „* 
7 
19 1 
3 * 
* «2. 
* . 
"3 
1. 
N 
82221 
„0e 
5 7 


giance to do. And when the Duke of Mon- f tl 
mouth took upon him the Title and Style 554 
| of King, he-plainly ſaw that his real and his 9} 
| pretended Deſigns were very widely diſtant; 1 
and that People's joyning with, or any way oh 
favouring him, would be a Means to engage 5 f 
| the Nation in a long and bloody Civil War. 95 
Notwithſtanding which, when bis Army had $134 
been deipered at Sedgemore,. and the Rebel- 8650 
5 lion 1 
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lion has ccruſh'd, he thought a great 
deal of Mercy ought to have been ſnhewn to 
the People engag d in it; and even piry'd 
heartily the Caſe of the Dake himſelf, in 


being brought and made a miſerable Spectacle 


on a Scaffold, after he had been admitted in- 
to the King's Preſence, and in ſo Whmiſfive 
a manner begg'd-his Life of him. 

»1APTER this, King James pulled. of the 
Mask, and plainly diſcovered his Inclinations 
to introduce Popery. And now Mr. Miller 
ſaoy that he had been miſtaken, in depending 
o much on the Word of a King; and that 
this Confidence of his; however well meant, 
Was not ſo well grounded, as. at the Begin- 
ning of King James's Reign he thought i to 
be; which did a little abate the chearfulneſs 


of his Temper and Behaviour. He dreaded 


all Attempts towards the Introduction of 
Popery , as being fully convinced, that as 
Circumſtances then ſtood, this Religion could 
never have been brought in without much 


Bloodſhed, and the ruin of many thouſands of 
Families. He was, indeed, abundantly ſen- 


ſible, even at that time, of the general Diſ- 
poſitions and Inclinations of the Exgliſb; 
and thought as the Court then, and ever 
ſince ſeem to have thought; That: beer 
what # called Ly and Property be 
ſecured 


SKS ss enen eee qo FI. 


Dont Mr. Ike Miles, roy 


ſecured, and the People be allowed to be of 
what Neligion they pleaſe, or of none if 
they pleaſe 5" they would not be much con- 
cerned at what: Religion, or "what Govern- 
ment was uppermoſt. But then when he con- 
ſidered what a mighty Party and Influence the 
Prince of Orange, afterwards King William 
III, and the States of Holland, had among, 
and upon great Numbers in this Nation; he 
plainly faw King Jamer would never be per- 
mitted, either by an Army or Parliament, 
to introduce and ſettle the Roman: Catholic 
Religion here; which otherways he thought 
ir might have been no difficult Matter to have 
effected. He was acquainted, about the 
Michaelmas before the Prince landed, with 
a Deſign of his landing with an Army, in 
torder, as it was repreſented to him, only to 
aſſemble a ee Parliament, and to ſettle the 
Nation upon ſo ſure a Bottom, as that it 
| ſhould be out of any Danger of a return of 
IF. Paper y. But he never imagined, till it was 
f actually brought about, that the Prince of 
©: Orange would have taken the Crown; or 
that the fundamental and eſſential Laws of the 
Nation, concerning the Deſcent of the next 
known, - acknowledg'd and undiſputed. Heir, 
would ever have been alter'd, on any Pre- 
tence whatſoever. He dreamed of nothing 
1 more 
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James; and that his Son would haue been 
educated among us in the Proteſtant Religi- 
on, as eſtabliſhed in the Church of Exgland; 
and have ſucceeded to the Crown on the de- 
miſe of his Father. This he thought the only 
way to keep out Popery, in ſuch a manner 
as to ſecure the Nation upon a found Founda ; 

men laſting Peace and Proſperitʒ. 
An Mr. Milles, full of theſe 8 
was not only very much ſurpriz d, when the 
Prince of Orange accepted the Crown, but 
was, for ſome time, of the Mind of thoſe 
#nhappy Men, who thought it unlawful to 
take the accuſtomed Oaths to the new Go- 
vernment ; and, in the Simplicity and Integ- 
rity of his Heart, had doubtleſs: continued 
among them a Nonzuror, if the Reverend 
Dr. Smoult, his old and conſtant. Friend, Ca- 
uiſtical- Profeſſor of Divinity at Cambridge, 
of whoſe Judgment and Fidelity Mr. Milles 
always had the higheſt Opinion, and to whom 
he freely communicated his Scruples, had not 
in the fulleſt and plaineſt manner ſatisfy d him, 
that it was not only lawful, but his Duty to 
ſubmit and ſwear, to the Government then in 
being. After this Mr. MzHes was a zealous 
and hearty Friend to the Revolution Eſtabliſh- 
ment, and uſed to blame all them, who ſer 
themſelves, 


„ 
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A 


themſelves, by ay OT to diſcredit and 
diſtreſs it. 

Dunixe the: Reign. of the god Queen 
Anne, ag Mr. Milles uſed to ſtyle ber, he 
was a moſt hearty and afſectionate Subject to 
the Crown; and frequently affirmed: That 
** there never was a Prince upon the Exgii 
Throne, next to her Royal Grandfather, 
King Charles I, who, he believed, had a 
more hearty Concern for the true Intereſt 


of this Kingdom, or under whom the Na- 


tion might have been more Happy.” He 
bitterly lamented her Death; and uſed to 
ſeem pleaſed with the Thoughts that he had 
not long to live; and frequently declared his 
Hopes, that he ſhould not be preſent in thoſe 
ny times, which he — n * 


HR frequently y. 0 in he 3 of bis 
Soul, lamented the unexampled Folly of thoſe 
Men, who ſo raſhly engag'd in the Inſurrec- 
tion againſt King George; and thought, both 
by the beginning and carrying on of that 
Rebellion, that they were fitter for the Hoſ- 
pital in More-fields, than for the Priſon of 
Neugate. And when thoſe two unhappy 
Perſons of Quality, Lords Derwentwarer 

and Kenmure, were brought to the Scaffold, 
ee the Interpoſition of the Houſe 
of 
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jez DAB Bf n, 
bf Lords im chein behalf, he Was very ſadly 
affected with the News thereof; but ſaid no 
more, Than that he wiſh'd there might 
e have been me way found Gut to have 
„ ſaved their Lives” 1 77706 2 

Bur Mr. Milles was not a more loyal 
Sabje to his Prince, than he was an obedi- 
ent and dutiſul Son of the Church, whoſe 
trueſt and greateſt Intereſts, in its Doctrine 
and Worſhip,” in its Diſcipline and Reve- 
une, he was ever moſt ready and zealous to 


e. He believed, not in à formal un- 


aſſecting dead manner, the Faith of our 
Churchz: as it is ſet forth in the three Creeds, 
the Apoſtles, that of Nice, and the Athana- 
an Creed, and declared by the forr: firſt 
General Councils, but in the moſt affecting, 
and lively, and ſaving way, as a Ground and 
Principle whereupon he regulated his Con- 


duct and Manners. His Faith did not dwell 


only in his Head, but diffuſed itſelf to his 
Heart, and was ſeen and plainly exemplified 
in his Life and Converſation. He was ſo ſin- 
cere a Friend to the Liturgy of our Church, 
as not only conſtantly and regularly to uſe 
it, in public and in private, as is above men- 
tioned, but alſo to like it, and in his Judg- 
ment to approve of it, and to be affected 
wich * than ordinary Strains and Senti- 


ments 


8 SEN FAST 


Reverend Mr. IsaAd Mit zs. log 


mate ol Devotion in tbe uſe of it Tie 
could net hear to hear any one deprave 6 


peu ſlightingly of it; and thosgbt, that the 


Objzections Which have been'tailed againſt ity 

by the Diſſenters from our Chureh, were al 
together frivolous; and unworthy the regatd 
of any judicious, conſideratepꝛoꝶ ſerious Peri 
ſon. He was, neverrheleſt) bf Opinion,” that! 


it might be alter d for the better, if pious 


and judicious Perſons. were employ'd in this 
Work: But that it was much more likely} 
in the preſent State of che Chatetand Clergy⸗ 
if any Alterations! were attempted, that it 
would rather be made worſe than better; and 
in ſine, that if it were alter d, ſo as to gratify: 
the Diſſenters, it would be quite ſpoiled. He 
was always very obſervant of the Diſcipline 
and Canons of the Church, even to a nicety, 
not only in a perfect Submiſſion to the Epiſs 


copal Juriſdiction, by conſtantly attending 


Viſitations, Sci but alſo in acting and living 
with an exact Regard to all the Rules, which 
he, as a Clergyman, was bound to obſerve- 
As to the Revenues of the Church, he 
was abundantly convinced and fatisfied, that 
beſides the abominable Sacrilege, which was 
committed at the Reformation, in the Reign 
of King Henry VIII, but more eſpecially in 
the Reign of King Edward VI, and Uo 
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e whereby the ee ofthe 
Church was-reduced almoſt; t to nothing, 
Compariſon of what it had been, 2 
of che Clergy themſelves, wich regard 


Advowſons or Patronage of the Church, — 


with regard to the Tythes of it, was infinite 
ly. prejudicial to it. With reference to the 


former, Mr. Miller could nat but obſerve, 


bew frequently the Clergy: were guilty of 
Simony, and ſo of Perjuty, in acquiring the 
Preſentation ot Collation to Eccleſiaſtical Li. 
vings, Promotions, and Dignities. And, in- 


deed, Mr. Mſilles was ſo far in the right in 
dis Judgment herein, that, as I have been in- 
formed, it hath, upon an accurate Computa- 


tion, been found, that of the Preſentations to 
Eecleſiaſtical: Benefices, made by Laymen, 
not one in ten is made without ſome Simoni · 


aral Bargain, Contract, or Performance, of one 


kind or another. Eithet Money, or what is 
worth Money, is actually given upon theſe 
Occaſions 3 or 4) Moman, by the means of 
the ſpiritual Parſonage, is to be provided with 


a very carnal Hu nband, or the Tythe of the 


Patrons Eſtate muſt be let at an under Rate; 
or ſome Aq vantage is demanded and taken 
of the poor Parſon, with reference to his 
Glebe, Church yard, Sc. Now the Frequen- 
N Flagraney of the Inſtances of this kind 


Were 


Reverend My. IAA Mitltrs. 111 
were ſuch, that Mr. Milles had but too many 
Occaſions to condole and lament the miſerable 
Condition of the Church in this reſpect; and 
he oſten uſed to ſay: That the Clergy, by 
getting into Preferments by theſe means, 
not der d themſelves incapable f 
doing aby good in their Cares, but alſa 
«+ made themſelves the moſt vile and con- 
< temptible of Men; and contributed more 

„to leſſen or ruin the Revenues of che 
Church, than they did by any other Me. 
„ thod they could take to advance them 
As to Mr. Milles himſelf, he was ſo far fram 
doing any thing that looked towards, or in 

the leaſt -bordered upon ſuch corrupt and in- 

famous Practices, that, as I have been infor- 
med, he never ſo much as arted for any 

Preferment; and the ſmall Living of which f 

be died poſſeſſed, was, as hath been already We 

remembred, freely given to him, without his | 
ſeeking or applying for ir. 

- It was Mr. Milles's Opinion alſo, thar the 

Church ſuſſered very much in its Revennes; 

by the Careleſſneſs or ſomething worſe of the 

Clergy, in permitting 'Mogyfes to grow to 

ſuch an extravagant Height in the Nation. 

One of theſe Moduſes had obtained at High- 

eleer, and was ſettled beyond Redemption 

ric be came there; and took away 7 
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the-Puriſp, for which a Mudus of only 107) 


per Aunum had been accaſtonied to be paid, 
ani which he was bound to receive in lieu of 


Tythes, that were worth five or ſix times as 


much. He was not, however, of the opi- 
nion, that Clergymen ought to be fo: ſharp 


and rigorous, in demanding and taking their 
legal Tithes and Dues, as to endeavour by all 
ways to make the utmoſt Penny of them. 
Nay, ſo gentle and eaſy was Mr. Milles in 
this reſpect, that it is well known he never 
made the moſt of his little Parſonage, and 
let his Neighbours, eſpecially of the poorer 
ſort, have their Tythes for almoſt any thing 


_ would be willing to give for them. 


Ap no that I am giving an Account of 
Mr. Milless excellent Qualifications, as a 
Pariſh Miniſter, it may not, perhaps, be 


thought improper to make mention of his 


Opinion concerning what is the beſt and moſt 


_ uſeful way and method of Preaching-. This 
is now thought to be the principal Part or 
à Clerg ymans Duty; nay, ſo infatuated are 


the People of this Nation, with reference to 


this Ordinance, that they ſeem to imagine 


that the main, if not the who/e of a Pariſh 


Miniſter's Buſineſs, is to preach once or twice 


e Lords. Day; and that the People have 
little 
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lictle elſe to do at that time . beſides to fir in 
great Eaſe and State, aud to hear and judge 
how well or how ill the Par ſon preaches. 

I have already obſerved, that it was 
Mr. Milles's Cuſtom, for the moſt part, not to 


preach Sermons. evety Word and Point of 


which were beforehand ſet down in Paper ; 
but after he had choſen'his Text, and conſi- 
dered well the true Senſe of it, as it ſtood in 
the original Language, to write down the 
Heads of Doctrine contained in it, together 
with ſome Texts of Scripture, whereby theſe 
Heads might be proved, explained or illu- 
ſtrated. And after he had, as he was walking 
or otherwiſe, duly meditated upon and digeſted 
thefe Heads of his Diſcourſe, he would give 


- himſelf a free Liberty of evinciog, explaining 


or illuſtrating the ſeveral Points he inſiſted 
on, according to what he had before medira- 


red, and as God did enable him; ar the time 


when he was preaching. Not but that he 
ſometimes compoſed and writ down beforehand 
every Word and Point of his Sermon; as when 
he preached at the Aſſizes, or at a Viſitation: 
and he had a great number of Sermons writ 
as fair as if they had been prepared for the 


Preſs. But moſt commonly when he preached 


in his Pariſh Church, or elſewhere, he took 


hs former of theſe Methods. Or Fo; oh 
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Ano this way of Preaching he was moſt plea- 


ſed with, and recommended to all his Friends 
and Acquaintance to exerciſe themſclyes there- 
in. He uſed to ſay, That after he had 
«« ſpoke ſome time, and warmed himſelf upon 
any Subject, better Thoughts and properer, 
«« and more moving Words and Phraſes flowed 


ein upon his Mind, than he could have 


thought of or found out, if he had fat at 
* his Desk, and wrir down what then came 
* into his Mind.” He thought that nothing 
more was requiſite to make a thorough learned 
Man, a good Divine, and one perfectly well 
verſed in the Text of the Holy Scripture, to 
be a good Preacher on any occaſion, than a 
careful obſerving of what Points of Morality 
or Religion were evidently contained in the 
Words of the Text, underſtood in their true 
and genuine Senſe; a perfect and juſt Notion 
concerning theſe Points, and a good and pious 
Heart, inflamed with a juſt Zeal for the pro- 
moting and propagating of Truth and Virtue, 
of Devotion and Holineſs. And ſo immovably 
was Mr. Milles fixed and ſettled in this Per- 
ſuaſion, that nothing diſpleaſed him more, nor 
was more heartily deſpiſed by him, than a 
Sermon, wherein the Preacher endeavoured 
to ſet forth his own. fine Thoughts, his Gifts 
and Talents in the Art of Rhetorick and Ha- 


rangue, 
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rangue, his ſtrong Lines, or his abſtruſe and 
neryous Reaſonings. He found by a long 
Experience, that this way of Preaching was 
ſo far from doing any Service to Religion, 
that the Church had ſuffered, and the Diſſen- 
ters gained more by this ort of 88 
than by all the other Folly of the Clergy on 
the one hand, or by all the Craſt and Subtlety 

of the deluded and deluding Teachers among 
the Sectaries on the other hand. He plainly 
ſaw, that Preaching, by the Practice of theſe 


Gentlemen, who endeavour to preach fine, 


as tis called, was turned quite off from its 
main End and Intendment, and inſtead of be- 
ing a Method of inſtructing the People in the 
Principles and Duties of Morality and Reli- 
gion, and of inducing them to the Practice of 
them, was become a wretched Means of re- 
commending the vain Preacher to the Fa- 


vour and Applauſe of the Congregation ; who 
are ſet up on a Sunday in the Pews and Gal. 


leries of the Churches, much for the ſame 
purpoſe, as they are very often placed the 
Night before in the Pit and Boxes at the Play- 
Houſe ; either to be entertained and diverted 
with what is ſpoken, or to judge of it, and, 
as they ſtand affected to the Preacher's Perſon 
or Intereſt, to approve or condemn it. But 


the facred Ordinance of Preaching was ap- 
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pointed for a quite different Purpoſe, and in- 
tended rather to profit than to plsaſe Men: 
at leaſt it ought in no other degree to pleaſe, 
than in as much as it profiteth. The way 
therefore wherein the fne Preachers now a 
days entertain their Auditors, Mr, Mi#les uſed 
to ſay, was not altogether unlike that of 
** one, who invites his Neighbours to a Feaſt, 


and when they come, they find upon the 


Fable a Set of very fine Diſhes, ranged in 
perfect Order, and finely garniſhed, yer 
Full of nothing but Sauce, which may per- 
** haps pleaſe the Fancy and Taſt of the Com- 
pany, but is of no more uſe to ſupport and 
** nouriſh the natural Life of their Bodies, 
than the way of Preaching now moſt ad- 


** mired is to ſupport and nouriſh the ſpiritual 


* Life of the Soul.” Mr. Mzles therefore 
uſed to adviſe all young Men carefully to com- 
poſe a good number of Sermons, upon moſt 
af the common Heads or Places of Theology, 
and upon all the great Feſtivals of the Church, 
in the moſt plain, inelaborate and unartificial 
manner, and after having conned and perfect- 
ly learned theſe their Notes, to leave them be- 
hind them, and truſt to their Memory and 
Judgment, when they came into the Pulpit; 
always exciting in their Minds and Affections 
before hand, and carrying along with them 

Ber 1 into 
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into that place a hearty Zeal for the Truths 
they were to deliver, and the Duties they were 


to recommend. This Mr. Mz//es thought was 


the only way ro bring Preaching into repute 
again, and to reſcne it from that Contempt 
and d corn, which as it is now managed, is 

moſt deſervedly caſt upon it, by all wiſe and 
good, pious and judicious Men, who do not 
come to Church ſo much to hear fine Thoughts, 
apt Words, and bright Sentences, as to hear 


and fee the 7 Man, out of the good Trea- 


fare of his Heart, bring forth that which is 
good and profitable to their everlaſting Sal- 
vation. 

As Mr. Milles was himſelf moſt diligent in 
the Work of the Miniſtry, and moſt able to 
go thro” with ir ſucceſsfully, ſo he was always 
much pleaſed and greatly rejoiced, when Men 


of the greateſt Abilities, whoſe Piety and 


Learning were moſt certain and conſpicuous, 
were advanced to any Places of Honour and 
Truſt in the Church. He had ſpent the firſt 
Years of his Labours in the Miniſtry under 
the famous and very excellent Dr. Beaumont ; 
who tho he were never very highly advanced 
in the Church, yet was thought by all that 


knew him to be a great Ornament to it. 1 


find by Mr. Milles's Journal, that there paſſed 


great Acts of ſincere Friendſhip and cordial 
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118 The LIFE of the 
Kindneſs between the Doctor and him, whilſt 
he was his Curate. For beſides the conſtant 
and kind Reception Mr. Milles always met 
with at the Doctor's Lodgings, when he went 
to Cambridge, which was very often, the 
Doctor preſented Mr. Milles with the Books 
he publiſned, and ſeemed to be pleaſed with 
the juſt and advantagious Opinion Mr. Millet 
had of his little Book. againſt Dr. Moore's My- 
ſtery of Godlineſs, after he had read it thro'. 
__  NoTHiNG gave Mr. Milles more favou- 
rable and reſpectful Thoughts of the Govern- 
ment and Adminiſtration in the Reign of 
Charles II. than the care that was then taken 
to fill all the great Places in the Church with 
Men of the greateſt Eminence for Parts, Piety 
and Learning. When ſuch valuable Men, as 
were Juxon, Sheldon, and Sancroft, filled the 
See of Canterbury, the Church could hardly 
be in any other than a moſt flouriſhing Condi- 
tion. As to the laſt of theſe excellent Prelates 
however, Mr. Milles hath told me, that he 
had ſomething of an Auſterity and Sowerneſs 
in his Behaviour and Temper, which render'd 
him diſtaſted by very many, even before he 
was advanced to the See of Canterbury. 
Notwithſtanding which, Mr. Milles's Opinion 
of him was very great, not only on account 
of F his certain Worth, and moſt eee Life 
and 
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and Converſation, an undoubted Account of 
which Mr. Millet had received from his 
Friend Mr. Borage, who was well acquainted 
with him, bur alſo on the ſcore of his high E- 
levation in the Church of Chriſt. To theſ- 
may be added Gunning and Turner, ſucceſſive- 
ly Biſhops of Ely, Wilkins and Pearſon, Bi- 
ſhops of Cheſter, and a great many more of 
equal Worth, whom it is not neceſſary here 
to mention, in whoſe Preferment to the Go- 
vernment of the Church. Mr. Miller ory 
rejoiced. 

Bur the Biſhop whom, above all others 
who had any Station in the Church of Chri## 
eſtabliſhed among us, Mr. Milles moſt admi- 
red, was Dr. Ken, Biſhop of Bath and Wells, 
who tho' an Oxford Man, and by face alto- 
gether unknown ro Mr. Milles, was yet ſo 
much eſteemed by him, that he never ſpoke 
of him, without being in Raptures of Venera. 


tion for him. That which gave Mr. Mes 


this opinion of this moſt pious Man, and Apo- 
ſtolical Biſhop, was his Practice of divine Love, 
in his moſt divine Expoſition upon the Church 


. Catechiſm, which he thought was the beſt 
Book, that ever was committed to Writing, 


next to the Holy Scriptures. He was ſo great 


an Admirer of this Commentary on our Ca- 


bechiſim, whereby it is turned into a Method 
| | 11 and 
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| rr of ſyblime Devotion, che he 
taught his Children, his Scholars and bis Ser- 


Vl the Practice of divine Love by this Wri- 


ting of him, who had more of the Spirit and 
Life of it than moſt other Men had. And l have 
been informed that Mr. Milles always obliged 
his Scholars every Morning and every Even- 
ing. and at Noon. day, to lay on their Knees, 
the Prayers of Biſhop Ken, in his Directions 


for Prayer taken qut.af rhe Church Catechiſm 


annex'd to this Expoſition,  _ 

Ir is here to be obſerved, that Mr. Milles 
never. praiſed. and extolled theſe excellent Bi- 
ſhops, or any other great Men in the Church, 
he had a value for, with any oblique Aſpect, 
as is conſtantly. the. Practice of ſome Men, 
with any ſpiteful aim to depreciate or diſpa · 
rage the Merit of any other Church · men. 
When he commended uon, and Sheldon 


and Sancroft, he would at the ſame time af - 


firm, that nothing in this unhappy Nation, 


and moſt corrupted State of the Clergy, hut a 


Tillotſon, a Teuiſon, and a Wake could be 
fit to fill up the Places and anſwer the Cha- 


racters of ſuch excellent Perſons. In like man- 
ner, when he ſpoke concerning the Biſhops 
Gunning and Turner, he would be more pro- 
. fuſe in the Commendation of the excellent Bi- 
e * 59 Aare. Nor did. even 
e | Biſhop 
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Biſhop Ken ſo intirely engroſs his Eſteem, 


but that he did allow a Place there for Bi- 
ſhop Kidder; and always ſpoke of his Friend 
Biſhop, Hooper, with a Regard almoſt equal 


to that with which he uſed to ſpeak of Biſhop 


Ken. 

Soch a faithful Son of the Church was 
Mr. Milles; and I mult affirm, to his great 
Praiſe, that he was thus heartily affected to 
the Church, not out of any ſiniſter Deſign, 
Party reſpect, or accidental Motive, but our 
of a free and deliberate Choice, made upon 
a true and certain Knowledge of the great 
Excellency of our Church Conſtitution. And 
here I am to inform the Reader, that in or- 
der to acquire this Knowledge of the Perfec- 
tion of the Epiſcopal Eſtabliſhment of our 


Church in England, Mr. Milles had acquain- 


ted himſelf very perfectly with the Hiſtory 


Of England, in all Times under the Romans, 


Saxons, Danes, and Normans; and was a 
thorough Maſter both of the Eccleſiaſtical 
and Civil State thereof, under all theſe 
Changes. But that part of our Enugliſb Ec- 


dleſiaſtical Hiſtory, in which Mr. Milles was 


moſt exactly skill'd, was that which con- 
cerns the Church of England, ſince the 
Time of the Reformation; wherein he was 
ſo ee that nothing did or 
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122 pe LIFE of the 
could eſcape him in it; and even the accu- 
rate Repreſentation, and laborious Collecti- 
ons, of the very diligent and faithful Mr. 
Strype, could add but very little to his vaſt 
Knowledge of the Hiſtory of the Engliſh 
Church, in this Period of Time. So that 
Mr. Milless Zeal for our Church Con- 
ſtitution was not only warm, but full of 
Light too; as being the Reſult of a moſt 
mature and ready Knowledge of the Nature 
of it. The laſt Book he read upon this 
Pos indi {hd 2250 Subject, was the Vindication of Diſſenters, 
6; oor by one Pierce, a Teacher at Exeter, of the 
Set. of the Arian-Presbyterians. This 
Book, as I am inform'd, Mr. Milles took 
| , very great Offence ar, as containing nothing 
G hare cl. but wy parcel of the groſſeſt Falſhoods nd 
en %% | Milrepreſentations, which he had ever ſeen 
fro | put together in any Book whatſoever. And, 
a as J am inform'd, he was frequently. heard to 
2 ge, fay, upon his laying down this Book, after 
o W/ having read ſome time in it: This Man hath 


i/ mo Truth in him. 
ho col HAVING repreſented Mr. Milles in his 


under the more reſtrained and limited Conſi- 
deration of his private Conduct, wherein he 
75 45 may be ſet forth to the View of the World. 

1 here the conſtant Serenity, and great 
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ble public Capacity, I muſt now ſpeak of him 
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Chearfulneſs of his Temper and Diſpoſition 
occurs in the firſt Place. He was never in 
the leaſt diſcompos'd, out of humour, or 
melancholy, at any Events which could hap- 

n. He was an entire Stranger to what is 
commonly call'd the Sp/een, and never was 
troubled or much grieved at any of the croſs 
Accidents of Life. When other People were 

full of Anxiety and Care about the public 
Affairs, Mr. Milles was always lively, brisk, 
and chearful, and would ſtill be endeavouring 
to make others ſo too; inſomuch that many 
of his Neighbours, eſpecially the Gentlemen, 
and even Ladies, that lived near him, would 
ſometimes when any thing troubled them, re- 
pair to Mr. Milles, in order to be relieved of 
their Griefs, and to partake of that Chearful- 
neſs, wherewith he always abounded, in his 
Looks, Words, and Actions. And it is, as F 
am inform'd, commonly ſaid in that Coun- 
try, even at this Day: That Mr. Milles 
Was never caſt down at ny thing char 
happened.“ 

Now the Ground and Foundation of al 
this Contentedneſs and Chearfulneſs of Spirit, 
for which Mr. Milles was ſo remarkable, was 
nothing but that intire Dependence he had 
upon the good Providence of God, in all the 
Events of Life. The conſtant Senſe of which, 

was 
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; ior ſtrong and lively upon his Mind, 
that nothing could ſurpriſe or diſcompoſe him. 
He always fled to this, as to his Sheer-Anchor, 
which kept his Soul ſteady and unmo ved, un- 
der all the Accidents and Misfortunes, all the 
Storms and Hurricans of Life. He uſed ro 
ſay, that God's Providence never failed them 
who truly rely'd upon it; and that they, 
who committed he keepmg of their Souls, 
and of every thing elſe, unto God, in well 
doing, as unte a faithful Creator, nevet 
were, nor ever could be forſaken by him. 
When his Sons were unprovided for, after 
they had continued ſome time at the Univer- 
— of Oxford; and ſeemed a little uneaſy at 
it; he ſtill encourag'd them, by poſitively af. 
faring them, that if they continued in a 
Courſe of Mell. doing, God would raiſe up to 
them Friends in a very unexpected manner. 
He told them: That he had always found 
it fo himſelf; and that others of his Ac- 
++ quaintance had alſo conſtantly experienc'd 
the fame; and that they might depend on 
i the ſame Providence, that if they deſerved 
it would fall out accordingly.” And agree- 
ably to this good Man's Prediction ſo it hath 
happened. And indeed, of all the good and 
pious Men I ever was acquainted with, or 
have read of, 1 never met with any one, who 
| had 
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had ſo ſure and comfortable a Dependence 
upon, and Regard to, the over-ruling and 
merciful Providence of God, as Mr. Miles 
had, with what Circumſtances ſoever he was 
encompaſſed, or under what Accidents ſoever 
he might at any time labour. He had as 
many Friends, and as few Enemies, as moſt 
Men of his Circumſtances ever had; and yet 
ſome of the latter kind he had, who out of 
mere Envy at the Contentedneſs and Chear- 
fulnef of his Temper and Behaviour, ſet 
themſelves in a very malicious manner to do 
him Miſchief, or to embarraſs his Affairs. 
Bat they never could move him to regard 
them in the leaſt, or to give himſelf one Mo- 
ment's Diſquiet on their Account. His con- 
ſtant Maxim, on theſe Occaſions, was what 
harh been above · mentioned: Deus hoc in bo- 
aum convertet. God will Pg Good out of 
thu Evil. 

"ANoFHeEx of the more private Virtues of 
Mr. Miller's Converſation, was his conſtant 
Care and Practice, ever to ſpeak Evil of 
any one. He thought well of all Mankind, 
and judging of others by the Meaſures of 
his own Sincerity, was often deceived by 

villanous Men, -to his own worldly Detri- 
. ment; which however, when he diſcovered, 
he valued not, never meditating Retaliation, 
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126 The LIFE of the 
or ſo much as juſt Satisfaction in theſe Caſes; 
nor would he ever, even in theſe Circum- 
ſtances, ſpeak the Evil that he knew of them. 
And I am confident I may boldly appeal to 
all his Friends, Acquaintance, and-Relations, 
and ask them: Whether they ever heard 
«« Mr. Milles ſpeak a reproachful, nay, a diſ- 
*« paraging Word of any Perſon in the World, 
behind his Back, on a private Account.” 
Whatever hard things he ſpoke concerning 


any. one (which ſometimes, when he was 


provoked by the Unreaſonableneſs and Wick- 
edneſs of ſome Men, with whom he had to 
do, he did ſpeak) he always ſpoke what he 
had to ſay to them, to their Faces; but 
when they had turned their Backs, and were 
gone from him, he had done with them. And 
they who knew his Converſation, know very 
well, that the conſtant Subject of Mr. Mille 
Diſcourſe, when he ſpake of others, was their 
Virtues, and what was praifſe-worthy in them, 
which he always, in his common Talk, ad- 


vanced to as high a Pitch as he could; and, 
as I have obſery'd, even to a higher Degree 
than they ſometimes deſerved. He was ſo 


far from imitating that moſt vile and abomi- 
nable Practice, which is ſo very common at 
this time among us, of inventing falſe and 


. Stories of nen, that he always 
carefully 
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carefully and effeQually conceal'd and co- 
ver d the Evil which he knew of them; and 
would never give Encouragement to any de- 
famatory Speeches of any ſort, whether they 
were true or falſe. His way was, on theſe 
Occaſions, to ſeem either not to hear or not 
to underſtand the Perſon who was defaming 
another. If this would not do, he would de- 
clare that he could not believe any thing of 
that kind, concerning the Perſon that was 
ſpoken of; or elſe he would defend or ex- 
cuſe the Crime laid to his Charge. Some- 
times he would gravely, and with ſome 
Warmth and Severity, reprove the Slanderer 
and Backbiter : but if none of theſe Methods 
would ſtop the Slanderer from proceeding, 
he would riſe up and leave the Company. In 
fine, I dare venture boldly to affitm, that 
there never was a Perſon in the World, to 
whoſe good Name and Reputation, Mr. 
Milles ever did any the leaſt Injury or Pre- 
judice, either directly or indirectly, by him- 
ſelf or by any other, by open Calumny, or 
by private and ſecret Inſinuation. 

AND he was as far from doing any injury 
to, or diſtreſſing of other Men in their For- 
tunes, as he was from ſpeaking Evil of them, 
or hurting them in their Reputations. He 
heartily abhorr'd and bewail'd thoſe common 

and 
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and known Inclinations, of Envy, Hatred, 
and Malice, which Engliſhmen, above all o- 
ther People, are obſerved to bear to each o- 
ther. He was very far from endeavouring 
that which is the only Study and Endeavour 
of moſt Men among us, viz. to bring o- 
thers under their Command, to render them 
obnoxious to them, and to reduce them as 
much as poſſible under rheir Diſtreſs. He 
was ſenſible how very much legal Tyranny 
and Oppreſſion abounded in the Nation; and 
that more Men are prejudic'd, and ſometimes 


quite ruin'd and undone, in their private For- 


tunes, by the Management ſome Men have, 
and the ill uſe they make of Law and Juf- 
_ tice, than by any other of the Ways of In- 


jury and Wrong, that are commonly prac- 


tiſed among Men. Mr. Milles therefore ne- 
ver would have recourſe to the Law, and 
choſe rather to undergo any thing, than to take 


a Remedy, which he knew was in all reſpects 


much worſe than the Diſeaſe. He never was 
ſued in his whole Life; and never ſued any 


one above once; and that was in order to 


recover a Sum of Money, which he had en- 
truſted in the Hands of a Man to pay one 
of his Sons at Oxford, which the Man was. 
ſo villanous as not to pay as order'd, but to 
convert to his own Uſe. And ſo far was 

Mr. 
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Mr, Miles from ſecking legal Remedies, which 
ſome axe forward to do, that a certain Juſtice 
of Peace in his Neighborhoods had mere than 

once obſery/d;,, and lad: That of, all the 
0 „ EFrgpmea that lived. i in that Country, he 

moſt wonder d at Mr, r. Milles, who had ne- 
« yer. had recourſe to him for Juſtice, on 
any Account wharſoeyer, for the ſpace of 
above twenty Years, wherein be lived in 


the next Pariſh to bim. This Geatleman's | 


Wonder would ſoon baye ceaſed, if he had 
conſider d that Mr. Miller was ſo well be- 
joy d, for the generality, that he could have 
but little occaſion to have recoutſe to any 
Fuſtice of Peace. But beſides, if he had 
been injur d any way, he would rather have 
ſuffer d Wrong, than have betaken himſelf to 
a Method of Redreſs, which is too often 
more injurious and troubleſome to all Parties, 
than the Inconveniences and Michel for 
which they ſeek a Remedy. 


Bur Mr. Milles was fo far Bom — 8 


vouring to embarraſs, moleſt, or diſtreſs o- 
thers, that he was always ready and forward 


to do all manner of kind Offices to all Men, 
Strangers as well as Acquaintance, to them 


who lived at a Diſtance from him, as well 
as to them who lived near, to Enemies as 


well as to d.Friends, Nay, there was —_ 
K e 
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7 be more delighted i in than in W EP. every 
one eaſy, and in giving as much Content as 
was poſſible, to all with whom he had any 
intercourſe. This i ſeemed to be the chief 
Pleaſure of his Liſe, and the Delight of his 
Soul; and moſt People that came to him, 
went away ſtrangely pleaſed and ſatisfied with 
his Treatment of them, and Behaviour to 
them. He was a greater Maſter of the Art 
of pleaſing in Converſation, than any one I 
ever knew; and never willingly ſpoke a 
Word, or did an Action, Which was rue or 
inurbane, or whereby any one could juſt- 
ly be offended. Theſe Homilitical Virtues 
Which regulate the Conduct of Men in 
their Converſation and Dealings with each 
other; he thought did very much con- 
duce to the Peace and Happineſs of Man- 
Find, in procuring and promoting of which, 
he always took the e ra and 
Delight. „ 
His Hoſpitality was moſk Profe . 
1 by he not only willingly and gladly receiv'd 
: ad 'andentertain'd any of the Gentry and Clergy, 
that did him the Honour to make him a Vi- 
.- _. fit at any time, but alſo made room for any 
of his Pariſhioners or Neighbours that came 
to him upon any Occaſion. He always kept 
; an open Houſe, and all People that came to 
= 9 his N 
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1 bis Houſe about any Buſineſs; either to kin 
or any other there; wete ſtill welcome to 
. eat and drink of the beſt of what the Houſe 
would afford; of which he always took a 

very particular Care they ſhould partake in 


as fall, « or moderate a Meaſure, as they de- 
fired; * And he uſed to be much diſpleaſed, if 
at any time of the Day, any one that came to 
his Houſe went from it, without drinking, as 
he uſed to expreſs it, '4 Cup of his Ale. 

Bur he was glad not only to entertain; 


but alſo to keep his Friends with him ſome 
time, always chearfully inviting and heartilỹß 


preſſing them to ſtay and lodge with him; 
and being ſtill wonderfully pleas'd and de- 
lighted with their Converſation and Diſcourſe; 


whenever they would think fir to do hini 


that Favour. Nay, ſo Harborous was this 
good Man, that even the Scotch Pedlers 
were always welcome to him, who ſtill re- 
ſorted in great Numbers to his Houſe, and 
had their Packs ſafely lodged there; and 


themſelves in his Barn or Out. houſet, where 


he would himſelf ſometimes take cate, that 
they had clean Straw, and enough of it, and 


eat and drank as much as they e with 
his! Servants. 


Bur that Virtue, wherein Mr Miles ex- 
centeld all that ever I knew; was his great 
: K z and 
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boundleſs Charity to the Poor. There was 
nothing wherein he ſeemed: to take more 
Satisfaction and Delight, than in treaſuriug 
up Money to give away to them. He not 

only freely beſtowed all he could fave out of 
his own Subſtance, from his ordinary Expen- 
ces every Vear, to ſupply the Wants of the 
Sick and Needy, but alſo turned a perfect 
Beggar, in order to get from others ſomething 
to ſupply the Wants of the Poor of his own, 
and other Pariſhes ; always adding ſome- 


thing of his own, to whatever he receiv d 


from others; and yet ſtill. acquainting the 
People, that they were relieved from that 
Hand, from which he received the gteater 
part of the Charity he beſtowed upon them, 
ſtill concealing his own Charity to them. The 
known Zeal and Fidelity of Mr. Milles, in 
taking care of the Poor, induced ſeveral 
Gentlemen and others, in the Neighbour- 
hood of Highcleer, and even in femote 
Places, to intruſt him with Sums of Money 
to beſtow. in Charity, which Mr. Miles 
(always adding ſomething of his own) diſ- 
poſed of exactly according to the Directions 
which were given to him, if any were given; 
if not, he diſtributed it according to the beſt 
of his Diſcretion and Knowledge; ſtill men- 
tioning the Name of the charitable Perſon 

NS | to 
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to all whom he relieved, except he was re- 
ſtrained from it by exprels Order. No Beggar, 
or other Perſon in want, came to his Door 
For! Relief, who did not receive there an 
Alms, either of Money, or Vickusls, or 
Clothes, and ſomerimes of all. 
Bur there was alſd another fort of Cheri 
* wherein Mr. Milles conſtantly exerciſed 
bitmſelf, and whereby he did a vaſt deal of 
Good; which was this. He uſed to keep 
by him a Sum of Money, which he would 
lend out to any of his Neighbours, ſpecially 
to the poorer ſort, gratis, for any time they 
thought fit to deſite to keep it. His way was, 
when any one came to borrow any Sum of 
Money, whether more or lefs of him, to 
enter the Day of the Month, the Man's 
Name, and the Sum of Money, in a Book; 
and then asking the Party for how — : 
time he deſired ro borrow the Money, he 
would alfo enter that time in his Book: Aſter 
which he would charge the Party to be ſure to 
be punctual to the Day of Payment; or at 
leaſt if he failed, to come to him and ler him 
know rhe Reaſon. why he' conld not pay at 
the Day appointed. And as to this latter 
part, concerning the repayment of the Mo- 
oy, borrowed, or the coming and deſiring 
Nun time, Mr. Miller was 40 00 to be 
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ſo ſtrict and punctual, that the Perſons o 
whom be lent his Money, never failed to ag · 

pear; at the Day appointed, if they deſigned 
to borrow at any ↄther time any Money of 


him. Now Mr. Milles, by this Method of 
Charity, in doing good, aud lending, and 


boping for nothing again, deſigned to keep 

them to whom he lent, Money, in a way of 

Labour and Induſtry ; and ſo to prevent their 

falling into extreme Poverty, and Afemes 

burthenſome to the Patin. 

IN fine, I might very largely expatiate upon 
r. Milles's Charity, if his Care to, conceal 
it, When he had performed any Act of it, 

55 not make me think, it would haye been 

more agreeable to him, were be no aliye, 

and is at this time ſo to him, if be th. any 

Knowledge of what paſſeth here in this vi- 

ſible World, to have nothing more ſaid of i it. 

For tho” he, in the moſt liceral Senſe, practi- 

ſed the Advice laid down in the Book of Tobit 

v. 7. 4a giving Ams of. his. Subſtance, and 

ever turning | away his. Face from any 

poor Man, that ſo the, Face of the Lord 
might not be, turned away from him Yer 
he was, always very. careful that bis. good 

Peeds ſhould be as little known, as was ook 

ſible, expecting a Reward from him 4 one, 

who ſces not the S Actions of, Men 

0 | only, 
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quly, but alſo the Intention and Deſign lac _—_— 
uch they are performed. 9 
Ma. Milles's great Care of, and Affection to 
his Children, was another ſhining Perfection 
of his private Life. He abridged and depri ;- 
ved himſelf of very many of the Conveni- 
encies and Satisfactions of Life, that he might 
afford them a better Education, and leave 
them a more comfortable Subſiſtence in the 
World. When they were gone from him, he 
retained ſtill a great Concern for them, and 
frequently recommended them to God in his 
private Prayers; and nothing pleaſed him ſa 
much as to hear from them, and to hear of 
their we/l-doing. He recommended to them, 
above all things, to be affectionate and kind 
one to another; and that they ſhould ſtill en- 
deavour by all means, to promote each others 8 
Welfare and Happineſs. It was no mall 
Comfort to bim, in the decline of his Vears, | 
that he bad three of his four Children with 
him till his Death; and that his Daughter was 
his Nurſe to take care of him, when by the 
Feebleneſs and Infirmities of his great Age, 
he was unable to take care of himſel. 
NEVER any Man, I believe, lived more — 
crit and ſenſibly. under the Eye and 
Awe of God, and had a: more lively, and 
aten Senſe of him upon his Mind than 
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Mr. Malles had. I have already mefitioned 
the intire Dependenee he ever had on God's 
Providence, in all Conditions and Turns of 
Life, which he went chro'; and that chis was 
the ſole Foundation of all that Briskneſs and 
Chearfulneſs of Spirit, for which Mr. Milles 
was fo temarkable, that they who knew? him, 
never found any one equal to him in this 
reſpect. But beſides this, he was moſt con- 
ſtant in his Addreſſes and Devotibns to God 
in private and public.- He never failed at 
leaſt, twice every Day to addreſs himſelf to 
God in private. In bis Family he always ſaid 
Prayets, at leaſt, once every Day, and twice 
en Sundays. He read Prayers conſtantly 
| ence a Day at his Church, tho his Parſonage 
Houſe, where he lived, was; as I have ſaid, 
ſituate at the Diſtance of full half a Mile from 
it. Beſides this, he would hear his Scholars 
fay, upon their Knees, three times a Day, the 
Prayers in Biſhop Ken's Directions for Me 
taken out of the Church Catechiſm. 
Ix fine, Mr. Milles's Hamilicy and Modefe 
ty were very great. He uſed to ſay, that he 
could be very well contented to live much 
more p8orly and meanly than he did; and 
that he thought it was more eaſy and ſafe to 
ſerve God in à State of Poverty, than in a 
s of Richies nu. When he uſed 
every 
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every Day in the Week to fend Prayers at 
his Pariſſr Church at Higheleer, he was his 
own Clerk; tolling the Bell himſelf, and do- 
ing every thing elſe, before the few People 
that frequented thoſe Prayers were come to- 
gether; which it was the Buſineſs of the 
Clerk to do. His Modeſty alſo was very 
conſpicuous. And this made his good and 
ſure Friend, Sir Eduard Athins, in one of 
the many Letters he writ to him at Wiccumb: 
to comfort and encourage him 'chearfully- to 
go thro* the Jaborious Cute there, after he had 


told him that he would never forget him; and 


promiſed to do all he could to get him removed 
to better Preferment; and that he had ſome 
Profpedt of it, added theſe Words: Trdetd I 
think your Abilities and Molleſty cannot 15 

be unrequited And this Virtue of Mou 

was in Mr. Milles in ſo bigh a Degree, that 
it ſometimes expoſed him to Inconveniencics 
in making him every now and then ſubmit his 
better Judgment, Learning, and Senſe of 
Things ge, to the bold and confident Ignorance 


of others, ee of ome of his Brethren 


* the Clergy. 

+ AGAINST this mort but very true en. 
nee I have given of Mr. Milles, I am ſen- 
fible there lies an Objection and Prejudice, 
which I think is neceſſary, before I proceed 
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any. ether, to remove; 2 Ni is this.. 
If Mr. Millet was fo very virtuous, learned, 
and pious a Man, how came it to paſs that 
he was no more taken notice of, and no bet- 
ter preſerr d in the Church? He never had 
more, it will be urg d, than a ſmall Country 
Parſonage, worth very little more than 100 7 
per Annum, at the moſt; and ſure this doth. 


1 2 


not look like Preferment Bn for ſuch a 1 


as he hath been repreſented to be. 1 
10 which Objection I ſhall beg leave to | 
anſwer firſt, by telling of a Stary, concerning 
the Truth of which I have been certainly in- 
formed, and 1 think it may very Gy; be de- 
pended upon. | 
i Wren King William um, of Px Me- 
mory, in the Vear 1695, took Oxford in 
his way to 77 indſor or London, and was re- 


ceived, and like to haye been entertained too, 


in the Theatre there, by the Vice-Chancellor, 
Dot? ors, and Proftors, and Heads of Colle- 


ges and Halls, his Majeſty ſtanding with the 


Duke of Leeds and Earl of Portland, and 
other Noblemen near him, and the Vice. Chan- 
cellor, &c. not far from him; ; the Duke of 
Leeds pointing to Dr. Wallis, told the King, 
that he was the Gentleman who was fo fa- 


mous for decyphering Letters writ in Cha- 
| raters, and who had decypher'd a great many 


18 
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for his Majeſty's Service: On which the 


King turning towards him, asked him ſeveral 
Queſtions, which the Doctor anſwered after 
* manner. At laſt the King ſaid-. He 

% hop'd the Gentleman was well preferr'd.” 
Ta which, when the Duke of Leeds had 


anſwered : : That he had no Preferment, 


except the Profeſſorſhip of Geometry in 
the Univerſity of 'Oxford.” The Doctor 
ſomewhat ſurlily, and very ſuddenly added: 
Ant pleaſe your Majeſty that is no- fault of 
mine. This fame Anſwer, with a due Re- 


gard had to the famous Dr. Wallis, and to 


the great difference between his Character 
and Mr. Milless, may be given in behalf of 
Mr. Miles; and it may be juſtly ſaid that it 
was no Fault of Mr, Milless that he was not 
proyided for, more 5 ſoirably” to his great Me- 
rits. 465812 11 
Bur I hall, not. content wyſelk with chis 
cage and profeſſorial Anſwer, but venture 


to offer ſome more and other Conſiderations, 


which may ſerve not only to give an Account 
ho it came to paſs that Mr. Milles was no 
better prefer 'd, but alſo how it happens that 
a great many other very worthy. and. excel- 
lent Clergymen are at this time ene 
e for, in this Chor: 157 
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Ap here ſt is to be conſiderd 15 us firſt 


place that the Patrimony of the Church of 
Eng land is very wuch redued and is not 
How above one fixth (.Onie have computed 
hat it ig nor/aboye | one Eigheh) of what it 
Was in former times. Wher Henry VIII 
ſetzed upon the Monaſteries, and granted: + 
way the Lands wh. h delongec to them; he 
Rated away at the lame time all manner 
of Tubes Siebes, Parſonage-Houſes; and 
even Cburches, which bad been appropriated 
to theſe Moniſteries. ' By” theſe” means the 
Church was not only deprived” of a great 
deal of that, weh had been ſet apart, given 
To God, and conſeerated for the Maintenance 
f Miniſters; but in many Places, the Pari- 
ſhioners were deptived of theit very Temple, 
wherein they uſed to aſſemble to worſhip God, 
and of the very Ground to build another up- 
on; if they had been ſo inclined. In the 
Reign of Eduuru VI, the Duke of Somerſet 
was chief Miniſter, and what à ſort of Man 
he was, I leave to be learned from the Hif- 
torians, WO faithfully repreſent thoſe Times. 
Moſt certain it is that dating. the Reign of 
this hopeful, but very young Prince, the 
Lands and Demeſues of the Church, which 
remain'd unalienated by Henry VIII, were 
er 7 upon which the hungry Vulturs that 
were 
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were theo)abourthe Cone dict cbiefly faſten. 
And it may ęaſily be gueſs d What Havock 
muſt then made of the Eſtate of the 
Church. gut. the Reign in which the Church 
ſuffer d moſt in her Revenues, was that of 
Queen Eligaleth. If I ſhould go about par- 
ticularly to tepreſent but a ſmall part of the 
Plunder and Robbery on the Churches Glebe; 
Tithes, and Lands, which: was then commit» 
ted, I ſhould be obliged to write many Vo- 
lutmes. Let it be enough to remark,” with re- 
gard to a ſmall part of this Princels's Reign; 
that the Wrong and Injuſticc, which that 
Monſter of a Man, the Earl of Leiceſter, 
was guilty of, in reference to the Lives and 
Eſtates of ſeveral private Perſons, was more 
than trebled on the Church, —_— and 
Clergy of England. 

Now when the Church is fo ſtraitened Rey 
reduced in her Patrimony, ſince ſo much 
hath been pared off from her Eſtate and 
Lands, that they are now brought almoſt to 
nothing, in compariſon of what they were 
in former Times, and fince ſhe hath fo 
many Children to provide for, it cannot 
be avoided but ſome muſt be content with 
very ſlender Fortunes. And as it ſome - 
times happens in ſecular Families, that the 
younger Brother, Who is to be content with 


8 a very 
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* ſmal Portion, is a better Gentlemall 
than the elder, who runs away with the 
Bulk of the Eſtate; ſo it is in the Church: 
it doth ſometimes come to paſs, that ſome of 
the Clergy that are in ſmall Preferments, are 
more learned and pious, and in all reſpects, 
Men of greater Abilities, than they who are 
advanced to Canonries and Deanries, or any 
other higher Dignicles and Promotions in the 


Church. | 10 
Bur. — 2 —5 It is al to be conlilie'd, 


; that in order to get into any conſiderable Pre- 
. ferment, if a Man happens to miſs the lucky 
Minute, a good deal of Puſhing and Confi- 

_ dence, of Sollicitation and Impudence, is indiſ- 
penſably requiſite. Now Mr. Milles was a Man 
who was utterly unqualified for this fort of 
Work. He was pleaſed much better in ſtay- 
ing at home, and diligently minding and ap- 
- plying himſelf to the Buſineſs he had upon 
his Hands, He hated a Crowd, and was in- 
 tirely averſe from dancing attendance on, of 
plying the Levees of the Great and the 
Noble, wherewith ſome are ſo delighted, as 
to ſpend their whole time in it. He was 
beſides, a very modeſt Man, and in any little 
matter, a ſhy Look, or neglectful Behaviour 
towards him, would quite diſcourage him 


Tom his pracedtiing 4 in his Courtſhip of Pre: 


ferment; 


certa 
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ferment, and make him leave the mean Toile, 
and vile Drudgery, of acquiring Dignities 


45 fat Benefices to them, whoſe Minds, 
Tempers, and Education, did better fit them 
It is alſo to be conſider d: 

Thirdly, Ix order to aſſoile this formidable 
Objection 
ter here given of Mr. Milles, that of thoſe 


Preferments, which are to be diſtributed a- Ar 0 
mong the Clergy of the Church of England., 
very many are diſpoſed of in the moſt vile 


and ſimoniacal manner, and on the moſt baſe 
and diſhonourable Accounts. It is very con- 
fidently affirmed, but I hope and believe 
falſely, that even thoſe Preferments, which 
are in the Gift and Diſpoſal of the Biſhops 
of the Church of England, are not always 
ſo well and honourably beſtow'd as they 
ſhould be. And I have been informed, con- 


cerning the Secretary of a certain Biſhop, 
who hath more Preferments in his Gift than 


any other Biſhop in England, the firſt Letters 
of whoſe Name I have been told, but have 


now forgot, -who, at this Day, in the moſt 


vile and ſcandalous manner, expoſes to fale 
his Maſter's Preferments, to the great offence 
of his Clergy, diſhonour of God, and grief 
of all good Men. Bur however this be, moſt 
certain it is, that of thoſe Preferments that 

are 
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5e in the Gilt and Diſpoſal of Lay Patrons, 
not above one in ten, is, as hath been com: 
puted, fairly and honeſtly diſpoſed of, | Mo- 
ney is almoſt ahyays given. Either the Lady 
of the Patron, or his or her Kin woman; or 
Nn. BBY. be A genre Servants. muſt be era. 
i if abe Poor. ExpecRant) Soc afford this, 
without certain ruin to his Fortune, then he 
muſt take a Woman for better on for. ui ſe 
with the Par ſonage ; and the Preſentation to 
the Benefice will not be ſigned, till he ob 
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28 gations, | to marry a Kinſwoman or — 
4 © | nion to Madam; or elſe, perhaps, her Mrs. 
Nah; or, it may be, a caſt Miſtreſs of the 
FTͤagqqoires; or perchance, one in whom all 
= ., _ Theſe amiable and glorious Characters unite, 


b "a and; are con: center d. If theſe things were 
8 A not too notorious to be. canceal'd, they 
1 * Liowltd: not be here mentioned by me. 


. Bur now Mr, Milles was a Man of ſuch 
RES. Principles and Integrity, that he would ſooner 
bhbuape ſtarved, or died the moſt cruel Death, 
than have accepted any Preferment on theſe 
wicked Terms, or on any other Terms that 
Were baſe and diſhonourable. He Was abun- 
dantly ſenſible how grievous a Crime Simomy 
D TIO: and that it is much more che 
BE. | this 
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this reaſon, that if the Canons of our Church * 


ate obſeryed, in inſtitution or collation of a 
Clerk, it muſt involve the Perſon who is 
guilty of it, in direct and manifeſt Perjury 
alſo. So that ſince Preferment for 
Years: hath been exceeding difficult to be ob- 
tain d, without ſubmitting to ſuch Conditions 


for the acquiring of it, as all wiſe and good 


Men abhor and deteſt, it is, I think, not 
much. to be wonder d at, that ſeveral excellent 


and moſt worthy Clergymen, live all their 


Lives in very unſuitable Stations, and are but 
meanly provided for; and that this very va- 


luable Perſon Mr. Millos, did never ariſe to 


any higher Preferment in the Church, than 
a ſmall Par ſonage of about 100 J. per Annum, 
which a Friend of his; Sir Edward Atkins, 
whom God Almighty unexpectedly raiſed up 


to him, m his knowledge ne for 


lim. 


Walter Mr. Milles was Curate of Bar- 


ley, the Reverend Dr. Beaumont, as I have 


ſaid, did all he could for his Promotion, He 


endeavoured to. procure ſomething for him in 
the Church of Ei, and had well nigh effec- 


ted his Advancement to a good Parſonage in 
Hunt ingdouſbire, but was diſappointed in 


both his Attempts. Whilſt Mr. Milles was 


Vicar of V iccomb, the Biſhop of Lincoin, 
; 1 Who 
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146 The LIFE of the 
who I think was then Barlou, coming thi- 
ther to viſit in Perſon; and hearing the very 
good Character Mr. Milles bore, from all 
forts of People, did, as I find by his Journal, 
at the recommendation of Dr. LLuellyn, re- 
ceive him to be one of his domeſtic Chap- 
lains. But the neceſfary Buſineſs of his great 
Cure, hinder'd Mr. Milles from paying that 
Attendance on this Prel/ate, which his other 
Chaplains did; and ſo being out of his Lord- 
- ſhip's Sight, he was quickly out of his Mind 
too; and as he never got any thing by this 
Nomination, ſo he neyer did wear that, which 
is the known Badge of a Biſhop's Chaplain. 
When Mr. Milles came to Highcleer, Sir 
Nobert Sawyer did often ſay to him, that a 
good Dignity joyned to it, would make his 
little Parſonage of Higbeleer a good comfor- 
table Subſiſtence for him. But whether this 
Gentleman ever endeavoured to get- Mr. 
Milles advanced to one of theſe Dignities, I 
do not find. Sure I am, that Mr. Milles was 
well contented with what he had; and tho” 
he always was abundantly ſenſible of, and 
full of Acknowledgment for Sir Robert 
Fausyer's kind Concern for him, yet he look'd 
upon what. came from this Gentleman, on 
this Subject, as only Words which were fa- 
miliar to him, and he thought ought of 
| / courle 
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courſe to be ſaid to one in Mr. Milles's Cir- 
cumſtances; and that they were chiefly de- 
ſigned to complement and pleaſe him to whom 
ey were ſpoke. | N 
MR. M/les's Comfort however was, that 
he did not ſtand in much need of more Pre- 
ferment ; but by the help of his School, which 
always flouriſhed, educated his Children in a 
very, handſome and Gentleman-like way. His 
three Sons he entet'd Commoners in the U- 
niverſity of Oxford. His only Daughter he 
marry d very happily in the Year 1698, to a 

Man of great Worth and Integrity, but who 

was yery unſuitably provided for, the Reve- 
rend Mr. Richard Pococle, Sequeſtrator of 

the Church of All Saints in Southampton, 

and Head-Maſter of the Free- School there; 

giving with her a Fortune of near 1000 4. A 

Man he was of great Piety and Learning, 

and who hath left. a Name behind him in 

Southampton, which will not ſoon be forgot. 
He died of the Small-pox, in the Vear 1710, 
leaving Mrs. Pococke a very diſconſolate 

Widow, with two ſmall Children, who re- 
tired ſoon after to her Father at Higheleer, 
where ſhe lived wich him, paying him the 

moſt dutiful and TY Attendance * * 
died. | 


L 2 His 
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' Hrs eldeſt Son, Mr. T homas Milles; was, 
by the late Queen of pious and bleſſed Me- 
mory, in the 1706, appointed her Majeſty's 

_ Profeſſor of the Greek Language at Oxford. ; 
In the Year 1707, he attended the Right 

Honourable the Earl of Pembroke, Lord 

Lieutenant of Ireland, into that Kingdom; 
and in the Vear 1708, was, at the recom- 

mendation of that excellent Perſon, promo- 

ted by the ſame, our late glorious Queen, to 
the See of Waterford and Liſmore. 

' His ſecond Son, Mr. Jeremiab Milles, 
was, in the Year 1696, choſen Fellow of 
Balliol College, where he continued a, very 
eminent Tutor till the Year 1705, when he 
was by that College preſented to the Vicarage 
of Dulce, near Love in Cornwall, on which 
{mall Preferment he lives in great Repute 
and Eſteem, educates handſomely a very nu- 
merous Family, and is a moſt diligent, | pon 
ful, and able Pariſh-Miniſter. | 

H1s youngeſt Son, Mr. [/aac Mille, afrer 
he had continued the uſual time at Baliol 

College in the Univerſity of Oxford, took 
upon him the Cure of the Pariſh of Aſhman/- 
worth, near Hightleer, under the Reverend 
Dr. Herne, lived with his Father, and aſſiſted 
him in the teaching of his School. He was 
in the greateſt Eſteem, and intirely well be- 

loved, 
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loved both by the Pariſh of Aſpmanſworth 
and Dr. Herne, who had a very great Reſpect 
4 for Mr. I/aac Milles; and when he died left 
him one half of his Library of Books. And 
the Pariſh have ſo great a value for him at 
this time, that, as I have been informed, up- 
on his going to preach there occaſionally, 
fince he left that Curacy, the whole Pariſh 
expreſs'd a more than ordinary Joy and Sa- 
tisfaction thereat, and even ſet the Bells * 
ringing on that Account. | 
Tus Gentleman was preferr'd by his Bro- 

ther, the Biſhop of Waterford, in the Year 
1714, to the Treaſureſhip of the Cathedral 


Church of Waterford; and in the Year 1717, 


to the Prebend of Modeligo, in the Church 
of Liſmore. How he hath diſpoſed of him- 
felf and Family, fince the Death of his Fa- 
ther, I am not certainly informed. I have 
heard that upon Unkindneſſes and Diſtreſſes 
he hath met with at Higheleer, from ſome 
from whom he had the beſt Reaſon in the 
World to have e expected Favour, he is re- 
tired to his Eſtate in Zſex, ore he goes 
into Ireland. 

Ap now Mr. Milles having lived to ſee 


all his Children very happily provided for, | 


and ſettled in a very flouriſhing Condition, 
began to be weary of the World, and fre- 
L 3 quently = 
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quently thought and ſpoke of his Mortality 3 


and uſed to ſay: That the time of his de- 
* parture out of this Vale of Tears and Mi- 
e ſery was nigh. at hand.“ He did, how- 
ever, fay : © That he would endeavour to 
live as long as he could; having, as he 


** ſaid, paſſed his time fo, char he was nei- 


„% ther aſhamed that his Life ſhould be 


«« lengthened out, as far as God pleaſed, or 


«© afraid to die whenever he ſhould pleaſe to 
„take him to his Mercy.” He continued 
in the full Strength and Vigour, both of his 
Mind and Body, till he arrived at the 78 
Vear of his Age, feeling little or nothing of 
the Decays of old Age. He had the ſame 
Quickneſs, and Briskneſs, and ſtrength of 
Motion in the Body, the ſame Apprehenſive- 
neſs and Acuteneſs in his Underſtanding, the 
fame wonderful Strength and Tenaciouſneſs of 
his Memory, as he had when he was a young 


Man, only the Sight of his Eyes, and his 


Hearing were a ſmall matter decay'd. But 
now his uſual Strength began to decay, and 


Feebleneſs took hold of him. His Mind, 


however, was not in the leaſt affected, but the 


ſame Serenity and Chearfulneſs continued, 
which he had ever enjoy d in the moſt health- 
ful Days of his Vouth. Accordingly he did 
not even now, intermit any of the Labours 


of 


wx 
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of his Mind. He read as much, or rather 


more than he uſed. He continued to read 
Prayers and Preach twice every Lord's-Day, 
and read Prayers once every Week day in 
his Pariſh· Church. But then he began to 
leſſen his Exerciſe, to ſhorten his Walks, nor 
did he care much to pay, or to receive any 
Viſits, except from his moſt intimate Friends, 
Mr. G:/lingham, or Mr. Joſeph Wood, with the 
Company of the latter of theſe he was moſt 
pleaſed and ſatisfied. Thus he continued in 
good and ſound Health of Body and Mind, 


till after he had compleated the 80 Year of 


1 his Age. But then Labour and Sorrow over- 


took him. For now, about the 25" Day of 


November, 1718, he received a terrible Pa- 
ralytic Stroke, which affected his Head, and 
took away at once his memory of Words, 
which he neither could readily think of him- 
ſelf, whereby to expreſs his own Thoughts, 
or perfectly well underſtand when he heard 
others ſpeak them. He would frequently 


call things by their wrong Names; as when 


he wanted Salt he would ask for Bread; or if 
he would have a Book brought to him, he 
would bid them bring a Pipe, Sc. He would 
alſo ask the ſame Queſtion ſeveral times over. 

However, his Thoughts were perceived at 


this time to be regular, and nor in the leaſt 
L 4 diſturb'd; 
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diſturb'd; and when any thing was writ . 

he eaſily read and apprehended it, and ſeem'd 

- hugely pleaſed therewith. This Seizure of 
Mr. Milles being ſudden, and on a particular 
Occaſion, it was thought by many that this 
Indiſpoſition might have gone off, and he 
might have 0 wann ro Ly bn Rar 
mor y again. n | 
Tur manner of bis Seizure was 8 

: Mr. Mitles had read over with more than 
ordinary Pleaſure, the two laſt Volumes of 
Mr. Archdeacon Echard's Hiſtory of Eng- 
land; and being affected with no ſmall Satiſ- 


faction at the Truth and Juſtneſs of the Nar- . 
ration, he was much ſurpriz d to hear that 


any Objections were made againſt it. Now 
Mr. Calamys Remarks on this Hiſtory, being 
ſent to him one Evening by a Neighbouring 
Gentleman, who uſed to fend to Mr. Milles 
all the new Pamphlets that came out; Mr. 
Millet was ſo eager to ſee what could be ſaid 
againſt Mr. Archdeacon, that he not only fat 
up very late in reading this Pamphlet, but 
when he had laid himſelf down in his Bed, 
continued reading till he came to the End of 
it. This ſo fully waked him, that he had 
little or no Sleep all that Night, and the 
next Morning he was ſeized in the manner 
above mentioned. | 

Mas. 
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Mus. Porocke, his Daughter, ſeeing in- 


to what a weak Condition her aged Father 


was fallen, immediately called in the help of 
Phyſicians, and hoped not without probable 
Grounds, that as this Seizure of Mr. Miller 


had been, as I ſaid, ſudden, fo in time, aud 


by the Application of proper Medicines in a 
fit Method, this Diſorder might be removed, 


and he might recovet his Memory again. And 


indeed he had every now and then ſome 
very lupid Intervals, wherein he did ſome- 


times recover himſelf, by the great natural 


Strength of his Conſtitution, even beyond 
expectation; but then the heavy Weight of 
fourſcore Vears hanging grievouſſy upon him, 
he Rill fell back againft into much the fame 


Condition, wherein he had been after he was 
_ firſt ſeiz'd. 


Mxs. Poococke aivenifed” the Biſhop of | 


Waterford, of the Condition his dear Father 


was in; and that it was likely, if he did not . 


make haſte, he would hardly fee him alive. 
It was May or June, of the Year 1719, after 
Mr. Miltes had been firſt ſeized, before rhe 
Biſhop could come over into England; and 
going from Holy- head, directly to Highcleer, 
he found his Father in a very declining Con- 


dition. He perceived however, that tho' he 


ak in a great meaſure loſt his Memory, yet 


- that 
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that his Underſtanding was not altogether 


impaired, but that he thought and reaſoned. 
regularly enough, but then wanted Words to 


expreſs. his Thoughts, and could not under - 
ſtand the Senſe. of the Words ſpoken by o- 


thers. He was however, in good Health of 
Body, only much weakened and enfeebled by 


his great Age. He had not Strength enough 
to. bear the ſmoaking of Tobacco, which was 
a thing he much delighted in, and practiſed 
all his Life, till he was ſeized with this Para- 
lytic Fit; and even afterwards he had a 
mighty Inclination, every now and then, to 
ſmoke a Pipe of Tobacco; but after two or 
three Whifs, he was forced to let it alone, 
it putting him into à Sweat and Faintneſs, 
and being too ſtrong for his Weakneſs. 

Nor long aſter he was taken with this 
Diſorder and loſs of Memory, he was alſo 
ſeized with the Stone in a very violent man- 


ner; and a great Number of Stones came from 


him, with a great deal of Pain, and ſometimes 
with bloody Urine; and the Anguiſh was ſo 
acute in the paſſing of them, that it quite diſ- 
order'd him, putting him into a Fever, which 
was like to have carried him off. But on re- 
preſenting his Caſe and Circumſtances, to 
that excellent Phyſician Dr. Mead, and fol- 
a. his Preſcriptions „ he was intirely 
34 cured, 


* : 
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cured, and notwithſtanding bis great Age, 
and other Infirmities, altogether freed from 
this tormenting Diſtemper the Stone and Gra- 
vel, and thoſe dangerous Indiſpoſitions and 


Symptoms which attended them; and had 


now nothing but the Tnfirmities of his Age to 
combar with. 
Tusk Infirmities made flow and 2 


but ſure Advances upon him, inſomuch that 
his Decay, tho' gentle, was very viſible. His 


Colour and Complexion, however, continued 
freſh, his Eyes lively, his Stomach good, and 
he ſlept, generally ſpeaking, pretty well. 
HE had now, after having compleated, 
on the 19 Day of September 1719, his 817 


Year, got over the Winter of this Year, and 


thro the Spring, and was advanced a 
way into the Summer of the Vear 1720, 
when, on hit ſon- Monday, being the 6* 
Day of June, he had another Paralytic 
Stroke, which quite took away from him 
the uſe of his left Side. And now poor Mr. 
Milles was altogether difabled, and could 
neither go nor ſtand alone; and tho' his Sto- 
mach ſtill continued good, and he ſlept pretty 
well, yet it plainly appear'd that he wore a- 
way apacel His Son, the Biſhop of Mater. 
Ford, who bad been with him very much, 
from the time he came into England, ſeet 
6 ing 
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ing he could no longer be ſerviceable to him, 
. and not being able to be preſent at his Death, 
towards the latter End of this Month of 
June 17940, took his laſt leave of him and 
retired to the Bath. 

Ap now Mr. Milles made ſtill nearer and 
' nearer Approaches to Death; and tho! his 
Stomach. did not yet fail him, he began 
however to loſe ſomething of his Fleſh, and 
was weakened to that degree, as not to be able 


to afford himſelf any manner of Aſſiſtance, 


notwithſtanding which he continued, by the 
help of God, till Tueſday the 5* Day of 
Zaly, heart-whole, and in pretty 3 Health; 
but on the Night of that Day he reſted very 
ill, and had little or no Sleep; which Uneaſi- 
neſs and want of Sleep continuing in the 
Morning alſo, and his Weakneſs increaſing, 
Mrs. Pococke thought it proper to ſend for 
his Phyſician, who came] to him in the Aſter- 
noon. About four of the Clock this After- 
noon Mr. Milles fell aſleep, and ſeem'd to 
ſleep pretty quietly, and to breathe well for 
two or three Hours; but when, about fix or 
| ſeven a-Clock, his Phyſician looked upon 
him, he found him approaching to the Pe- 
riod of his Days. He expired about Nine, 
in his Sleep, by a gradual ſhortning of his 
Breath, ill he went quite away, withour the 


* 
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leaſt Struggle, Groan, or ſo much as a Sighj 
on Wedneſday the ſixth Day of July, in the 
Year 1720, aged almoſt 121 which Vear of 
his Pilgrimage on Earth he would have fully 
compleated, had his Life been prolonged to 
the 19 Day of September of this Year. 
Ms. Miles, after his firſt Seizure in No- 
vember 1718, was very ſenſible, that the 
time of his departure our of this World could 


not be far off; and would frequently fay : 


* That he was willing and ready to go, 
whenever it pleaſed God to call him; and 
«*« that he deſir'd to be diſſolbd and to be 
Vith Chriſt,” He uſed alſo frequently to 
ſay to his Children, and to others: That 
* he was a gone Man; adding, God's holy 
Will be done.” He frequently profeſſed 
his intire dependence on the Mercy of God 
thro' Chriſt ; in which Mercy he hoped to 
have a large Share. 

Fox ſome few Years before his firſt 


| Seizure, he uſed, juſt before Morning Prayers 
in his Family, to call them all together, and 


to read to them with great Devotion, the 
Hiſtory of our Saviour's Paſſion, as it is ſet 
forth by three of the four Evangeliſts; which 


all his Children, and others who 55 to 


viſit him, interpreted, as an Indication, that 


he — chat the Merits of Chriſt and his 


8 


» 
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FgBrufſſerings, were the beſt Foundation of Com- 
fort, under the proſpect of a dying Hour. 

He endeavoured alſo, for ſome Years before, 

to familiarize, as much as poſſible, his Death 

to himſelf, by going up to his Church, and 
walking to and fro, and meditating near the 
Place where he knew he ſhould be buried. 
Here alſo he would frequently walk on Sun- 
days with his Surplice on, before the Prayers 
began, while he waited for the coming to- 
gether of the Congregation, and of one an 

| the chief Families in the Village. 

j Donis the whole time of his Illneſs 1 

5 Weakneſs, from November 1718, till the 
Day of his Death he was full of the moſt 

tender Sentiments of Devotion and Piety, 
which he expreſs d as well as he could fre- 
quently every Day; more eſpecially by often 
repeating with great fervency: Thy Will be 
done, O Lord, in Earth as it is in Heaven; 

and Lord have Mercy upon me, Chriſt have 
Mercy upon me; Lord have Mercy upon me : 
And by frequently lifting up his Hands and 
Eyes to Heaven. And all this he did, with 


: ſhew'd he was very ſenſible of, and alſo 
0 ſtrongly affected with what he did and what 
5 he ſaid. He would, no doubt, have ex- 


Prels'd the pious Sentiments of his Soul, at 
this 


#* 'C 


ſuch an Air, Tone, and Manner, as plainly 


2 
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this time, after another manner, and in the 


| moſt proper and pathetic Strains, Which he 
was known to be a perfect Maſter of, if the 
loſs of his Memory had not quite diſabled 


him from it. However, every Morning and 


Evening he would repeat upon his Knees, 
the Lord's-Prayer, and ſometimes the Creed, 


as clearly and diſtinctly as ever he was wont 
to do, when he was in perfect Health. He 
had Prayers conſtantly ſaid to him twice 


every Day in his Family, and ſhewed him- 


ſelf always ſtrangely deſirous of them, and 
impatient if they were ever ſo little a time 
delay d, And on the Lord's-Day he was al- 


ways hugely ſolicitous about the Supply of 


his Church. And, indeed, the only Com- 


fort he ſeem'd at this time to take, was in 


pious Meditation and Prayer. Thoſe devout 
and holy Sentiments, which when he was in 


perfect Health, uſed to take up a great ſhare 
of -his Thoughts, and were often the Sub- 


ject of his Diſcourſe, ſeem'd now to be more 
than ordinarily freſh upon his Mind, tho”, to 
his great Grief and Vexation, he had forgot 


the Words whereby they were to be ex- 


preſs d. 
In fine, and that I may now draw to- 
wards the Cloſe of this Narrative, Mr. Milles 


is gone out of this World; and we have all 


manner 
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manner of reaſon to be aſſur d, goth now | 


enjoy the Reward of his Piety and Devo- 
tion, bis Humility and Patience, his Zeal for 


| God's Glory and the good of his Neighbours, 


his 3 Labour of Love and Kindneſs to 
all, and his great and unbounded Charity, 


in a happy, glorious, and endleſs Eternity. 


And I am very apt to believe, that his Pa- 


riſhioner and Neighbours are but too well 


fatisfied, and may be ready enough to ſay, 
that it is not very likely in theſe miſerable 


Times, and this degenerate State of the 


Clergy , who are very much intent upon 
their Gain, each Man from his Quarter, that 


there will ſoon come another Man among 


them, equal to Mr. Milles in Abilities, Incli- 


nation, and Zeal, faithfully to diſcharge the 


Miniſterial Function. 
Ma. Miller was interrd in ke Chantel of 
the Pariſh-Church of Highcleer, under the 


North End of the Communion- Table, very near 
where he uſed often to ſtand and celebrate the 
holy and tremendous Myſteries of our Ro- 


demption. Soon after a black Marble · Stone 
was laid over his Grave, with nk CAE 
Ps pong _ it; 
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deln depoſits nets 
Reliquiz Fenerabiliewirs Iaaci Miles 05 
cienſss A. M. Cantabrigienſis e Coll. Divi 
Joannis, hujuſte ecrleſiæ Rectoris. Qui poſt- 
quam  annos triginta ſeptem in erudiendis 
optime ſpei Auoleſcentibus, & in munere 
paſtorali ſumma ſide defungendo in ſumpſiſſet, 
ſenectute ingraveſcente variſque laboribus 
fratius e n in ä er 
nuit. ow 884-611 5 


ut eo wr Jas "0 = 8 
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b 4 Hlizaberha uxore, : "aj 4 Juarto Ja- 


nuarii ann MDCCVTIH: ex bac vita mi- 
gravit, cujuſque reliquiæ beic quxta ſitæ 
ſunt, ſuſtepit tres Filius, Thomam, primum 
apud Oxonienſes Grace Linguæ Prof ſſorem 
Regium, deinde apud Hibernos Epiſcopum 
Waterfordienſem & Li ſinoren ſem; Hiere- 
miam colleægii Balliolenſi is apud eoſdem Oxo- 
nienſes ſocium, poſtea vicarium de Duloc in 
agro Cornubien ſi; Iſaacum Eccleſia Water- 


fordienſis Theſaurarium, in Eccleſia Liſino- 


renſi Prebendarium de Modeligo, & Filiam 


unicam, Elizabetham, — Pocockio 
LLB. Scholz 1 Archididaſe | 


__ Nee no nuptam. 
M Optimis 
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Optinis parentibus hoc marmor pont vo- 


a Ren Liberi eorum ſupraditt err iter. 


n corum propitietur Deus. 
Reguieſcant in Pace. * 
auen, e det illis a 


Ma 545 Fogliſh bus. Wer 
0 88 this Marble are e the 


a -Reawlas: of that venerable Man, Iſaac 


AMilles, a Native of the County of Suffolk 


M. A. of St. John's College in the Univer- 


ſiey of Cambridge, Rector of this Church. 
Who, after he had there ſpent ſeven and 
*« thirty Years, in inſtructing Youths of the 
«« greateſt Hopes, in good Learning; and in 
performing, with the greateſt Faithfulneſs, 

the Duty of a Paſtot; being mach broke 
by the various Labours of his Life, and 
ſiaking under the Burden of Bo goed Age, 
+ ſweetly fell aſſeep in Chriſt. 

On the ſixth Day of Juby, 1 the Year 
& of our Lord 1720. 1 of vie . che 


\ 'W 81d. & * 


By Elizabeth bis Wife, 5805 departed 


out of this Life on the fourth. Day of Ja- 


© 34479, in the Year MCCVIII, te des 
Remains lie not fut from this Place, he 
had three Sons. Thomas, firſt the Qureu x 
4 Wel of the — at Ow- 


ford, 
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1 ford, after Biſhop of Mater ford and Li/* 
% more in the Kingdom of Ireland; Jere- 
« miah, Fellow of Baliol College in Oxford, 
© and afterwards Vicar of Duloe in Corn- 
* ; Laar, Treaſurer of the Cathedral 
Church of Mater ford, and Prebendary of 
« Modeligo in the Church of Liſmore; and 


one Daughter, Eligaleth, married to 


* Nichard Pococke, Batchelor of Laws, the 
** moſt learned and Skillful Head Maſtet of 
«© Southampton School. 

This Marble is placed here. * de: 
© fireof the above- mentioned ſurviving Chil- 
** dren, to perperuate the Ny of the 
* beſt 'of. Parents. * 

Wy OE God be merciful to their Souls. 

May they reſt in peace. 
ar May God give chem ener Repole. 

tie whe! Re Filer Book of the Pariſh of 
Highcleer, at the Entry of Mr. Milles's Bu- 
rial, the following very juſt, but IK: 


þ radters Den of him. 


« OxN Weaneſday the fxth of _ 5 
% died, and on Saturday the ninth of the 
« fame Month was interr'd, the Reverend 
«. Mr. Iſaac Milles, M. A. who was for 
* 0. nine Yeats, two Months, and ſeven 

M 2 ng Day Sy 
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a Days, the conſtant an ReQor of wad | 


on nn o OE deb ft? me 
H was a Man of orimivites latepricy 
and Piety, a ſhining Example to his Flock, 
of every Virtue of a Man, and every 
Grace of a Chriſtian. He laboured dili- 
4*-gently> to. inſtruct the Souls committed to 


<<: his.” Charge; in what was: neceſſary; to 


make them wiſe unto Salvation. He, for 
t the moſt part of the time he lived in the 


*+« Pariſh, preached tαπνice every Lord's- Day, 


was jalways conſtant and regular in per. 
forming all the ſacred Offices, of the 
Church, eſpecially that of adminiſtring 
«« Comfort and the Holy aalen 80. r 
and udying Perſons. 

HE was ſo charitable 2 the Poor, __ 

«© he gave away, for ſeveral Years before 
his Death, all he could fave from his or- 
% dinary: Expences, to his needy ' Neigh- 
„ bours; and no poor Body came to his 
Door, without receiving Alms of Food or 
Money, and moſt commonly of both. He 
„ made himſelf a Beggar to relieve the Poor 
© of his. own Pariſh, and of the Neighbou- 
"ring Pariſhes, by asking Alms of others to 
en beſtow upon them. He never refuſed any 
of his Neighbours,” that deſired to borrow 
27 . 450 Money of him, n it to them to 
8 take 


1 
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< rake their own time to repay it viv 
ac Vg. | 
00 at laid out tw oak an ve hun- 
dted Pounds on the Parſonage- Houſe and 
<« 'Out-Honſes; and was' ſtill improving of 
*©>he*Glebe.. He was ſo gentle and kind to 
« the! Pariſhioners,” as neyer to exact the 
*%. utmoſt-bf what their Tythes were worth, 
« but contented himſelf moſt commonly to 
take what they were willing to give him. 
„DRIN the greateſt part of the time 
when he was Miniſter of this Pariſh, he 
taught a School, and educated and ſent to 
the Univerſit ity, ſeveral Sons of the No- 


bility and Gentry. After he had in a moſt 


pious, uſeful, and beneficial way, ſerved 
his Generation according to the Will of 
Gad, he fell aſleep in Chrif?, as is above- 
6s mention'd, full of Years and Virtue, in the 
«© eighty-lecond Year of his Age, which he 
had . compleated, if he had liv'd till 
the 19%of 22 7 85 of: this preſent 
1 7 on Q 


To con; Mr. © Mallet O Nltboor and 
. Brethren of the Clergy, who were acquain- 
red with him, will, I'know, not eaſily for- 
get him, and will be apt enough to imitate 
the Example he hath ſet them. And as to 
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the Parſon of Higheleer, the beſt part of 
whoſe Character, it may be, will be this, 
that be was Mr. Milles's Succeſſor; I cannot, 


I think, give him, on this Occaſion, a better 


Leſſon to learn, or Text of Scripture to me- 
ditate upon, than that which our Saviour 


gave to the Lawyer at the Cloſe. of the Pa- 
rable of the good Samaritaue: Go and do 


p 4 ,» 


| Reverend My. Isaac Mrs. he 


231 js 


I A E Right Devidrond! rw Diſhes: of 


am infora's, order d a very handſome Monu- 
ment of white Marble to be erected on the 
North-Wall of the Chancel ef - che'/Pariſh- 
Church of Higbeleer, near a Monument be: 
longing to the Family of the Lacy s, to per- 
petuate the Memory of his ever honbur' d 
Father. On which Monument __— * ſeen) 
the argen inſeripeiob. „ une 


*I memory of the an 
«'Mr. Iſaac Milles, born at Cori feld near 
«© St. Eumund s- Bury in Suffolk, M. A. of 
«« Sr: John's College in Cambridge; whoſe 
Body is depoſited under a black Marble- 
Stone not far ſtom this Place. 
HR was a Man of great Integrity of 
Life and Manners; ber, -juft, holy, tem- 
1 perate, holding fa the faithful Word, 
* as he had been tanght, and able, iy ſbund 
«© Doctrine, both to exhort, aud tu con- 
« vince Gainſagers.\. He was abundantly 
e charitable to the Poor, and liberally: hoſ- 

pitable to the Rich, and kind and beneſi - 
« cent to all. He Was à fairhful Friend, a 
tender Parent, and a good Maſter. He tie- 
Wi ver ſpoke Evil of any one, but endea vou d 

M 4 «6 „by 


| Waterford and Liſmore, hath; as T 
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* uy al means, to promote the Cit: 
both temporal and eternal, of every ohe, 
more eſpecially of thoſe committed to His 
99 Charge. He was always chearful, and de- 
6 ſirous to rendet others ſo too. He order'd 
„his whole Congregation! ſo, as to make it 
4+. plainly appear, that he had a. moſt lively 
Senſe of God, aud his Providense, on his 
% Mind. He was perfectly conſtant and re- 
" gular in his private and public;Devatians. 
He educated many, Sons of the, Nobiliry 
and Gentry, inſtilling into .their Minds, 
together wich good Literature, the beſt 
, Principles of Religion and Morality. He 
„was a conſtant and faithful, a zcalous and 
learned Preacher. He was contindally ro- 
, ſident, and careſully diligent, in the Cure 
of this Pariſh of Highe leer, for thirty- 
nine Vears, two Monchs, and ſeven Days; 
when, after having: contracted a1; great 
Feebleneſs, by the Labours of his Eiſe, 
he ſweetly fell aſſgep in Chriſt, witbour 
Struggle, Groan, or. Sigh, on Medurſuay 
the 6 Dayrof Ju n . „bie Age 
651 — 3084 oc 0: Ins *? 
By Elizabeth Luckin, his dear Wife, he 
© ha three Sons, and one Daugbter His 
eldeſt Son is Biſhap of , arenſbrd and 
6. ad in the: Kipgdopy, mate” 
1 > I His 
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« His ſecond Son is Vicar of Duloe in Corn- 
„% wall; and his third Son is Treaſurer of 
„ the Cathedral Church of Mater ford, and 
Prebendary of Modeligo in the Church of 
« Liſmore. His Daughter was married to 
the Reverend Mr. Richard Pococke, Mi- 
<«« niſter of All Saints Church in Southamp- 
«© ton, and Head-Maſter of the Free-School 
„ there. 

«« The Righteous is ever merciful, and 
e lendeth, and his Seed is bleſſed, Pial. | 
„% XXXVii. V. 26. ; [3 
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r thy and I 115 
Mr. ISAAC MILLES, 


Late Rector of Hiabeleer 
in Hampſhire. 


On Saturday the Ninth Day of July, 
in the Year, 17 20. 
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by F. W. a neighbouring Miniſter 
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Advertiſement. 


1 Author of the following Sermon 


1 was ſo modeſt, as yery peremprorily 
bid his being dignified or diſtinguiſhed 


in any other manner, than as you ſee in 
the Title page. T he Sermon was. brought 
to the Writer of the foreg going Life, after he 


had finiſh'd it; and when i it was very neat tran- 
ſcrib d for the Preſs. It is here printed exact. 


ly as the ie it, pirhant any mate. | 
To Alteration: © 
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12D avid, after be had ſerved" hit 
Ceneraiun, by the Will of God, 128 
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ters, and ae Corraption. 63 -91da34h 


AN being endued with lire 
Powers and Faculties, hath a 
Work aſſigned to him by his 
Creator, during his abode on 
Earth. in Paradiſe he had a ſuitable Em- 
ployment appointed him; and after the Fall 
his Labour and Toil increaſed: Upon that me- 
lancholy Event he was doom'd in the Sweat 
f his Brous to eat his Bread, till he retur- 
ned to the Ground from whence he was 
taken; this alſo being added, that Duſt he 
was, and unto Duſt he ſhould return. 
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8o then two things are now entailed upon 
all Men, an Obligation to Induſtry, and 


of dying. That we malt; necefſa- 
rity: die, is what univerſal Experience'tea 


Mankind. That we. are to be active and la. 1 


borious is a Duty that lies upon all; none, 
no not the greateſt, are exempted from this 
on, ot allowed only to take their 
aſtime in the World, without contributing 
any. Endeayour to their own, -or the good of 
that Community ro which they belong. 
Some, indeed, are ſet above the Neceſſity of 
manual Occupations, and the common Drud- 
geries of Life; but this doth not excuſe them 
from Pains and Care, in a manner that is 
ſuitable to their Influence and Condition. 
DAYVTD in the Text, tho' himſelf a 
King, yet he /erved his Generation, and was 
induſtrious in that high Station. When his 
Condition was alter d, ſo that from the Sheep- 
fold he was prefer d to the Throne,” yet was 
not his Obligation of being uſeful thereby 
canceIl'd : Upon his: Advancement he under - 
took a Province of much greater care; he 


was then to guide a nobler Creature than be- 


fore, but which requir d more Słilt and Induſ· 
try to govern.” Aud he accordingly endea- 
vourd taithfully to anſwer this Obligation, 
f&cding the People of Iſrael like a Flock of 
_ Sheep, 
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Sheep, and ruling them prudently. with a 


his Power. Whether we conſider him there- 
fore in a low Condition, or in the 
Station of Life, we ſhall find him buſy and 
employ d, ſerviceable and induſtrious. - And 
after he had performed his Task, and worthi- 
ly ſupply d the Place aſſigned him, we find 
him alſo obey ing that other Law of Nature 
before · mentioned; I mean, of dying and re- 
turning into Duſt; ſo the Text tells us, Aſter 
he had ſeruęd his Generation, by the Will 


of God, he fell aſleep, mas dad to his Fu. 


thers, and ſaw Corruption. 


Tir waiting: npen which Wood, ane 
me ave at preſent to 22 to n 


-'K Vis a it is to d our iis, 


IL THAT doing ſs wanne n 


Death. 
III. To apply chaſe Conſiderations to this 
Gy | 


' 


2 . 1 is to 8 our Sm 


non: Which is nothing more than to be uſe- 


ful and ſerviceable in our Place and Station ; 
to endeavour the Benefit and Advantage of 
chat Generation, which we live in. We are 
not born for ourſelves alone, but our Coun- 
"Ys our Relations, our Dependants, all oug 
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Generation claim à Share i our Care aud 
Endeavouts. Man is by Nature better fitted 
fop:Sociery than other Creatures, and would 
be:more iniſerable without it; and therefore; 
ſtanding in need of the Aid and Aſſiſtance of 
other Men, he is obliged to be mutually uſe- 
fal unto them. This is What the Law of 
Nature teacheth. And if we conſult the 
Chriſtian Religion, it exceedingly confirms 
and extends this: natural Obligation, engaging 
us to have Bowels of Compaſſion towards 
all our Brethren, and according as we have 
Ability or Opportunity in all things to pro- 
more their Welfare. This ig faithful Say- 


ing, ſays the Apoſtle, aud theſe thing. I 


will that thou affirm conſtantly, that they 
which: haue belirved in God might be care- 
ful to maintain good Works : Theſe things 
are good and profitable unto Men. 

s ven good Works as tend to the good 
and profit of Mankind, the ſocial and the 
relative Duties are carefully to be maintained, 
by all who profeſs Faith in God and in Chriſt 
Jeſus, and as being of a more general In- 


fluence and Concernment, are moſt frequent- 


ly to be inculcated and conſtantly affirm'd. 


But that we may more diſtinctly view what 


is concluded in ſerving our n let 
nn. : 211 


F. rſt, 
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Firſt,” Tnar it implies Piety towards 


God. For the Goodneſs of particular Per- 


ſons has a very great Influence on the Welfare 
of any Generation, of any People or Nation. 
Good Men are under the ſpecial Favour and 
Protection of God Almighty, and for their 
ſakes, and by means of their Interceſſion, 
Calamities are either averted from, or Bleſ- 
ſiogs derived upon a Family, Community, or 
Kingdom. Laban profper'd and was bleſſed 
for Jacob's ſake; and if there had been ten 
righteous Perſons in Sodom, God would have 
ſpared the Place upon their Account. Nay, 
not only the preſent Generation fares the bet- 
ter for the Piety and Devotion of good Men, 
but their Influence is extended to future 
Times, and late Poſterity will reap the Bene- 
ſit thereof. Amongſt the Reaſons why God 
protected the City of Jeruſalem, from the 
powerful Army of the Aſjrians in the 
Reign of Hezek:ah, it is ſaid that he would 
do it for his Servant David's ſake; and when 
the Zews were ripe for Puniſhment, yet God re- 
member d his Covenant with Abraham, I ſaac, 
and Jacob, and for that Reaſon forbore or 
ſpared chem. On the contrary, wicked Men 
do not only hurt their own ſelves and Souls, 
but it goes worſe with a Neighbourbood or 
Comm for their Iniqnigies. The divine 
| | N Judgments 
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ö ng cannot, without a Miracle, diſtin. 
when innocent Men are embark'd in 
257 fame Cauſe and Intereſt, when they fail 
in tlie ſame Ship, fight in the ſame Field, live 
in the ſame City, they often ſuffer the Cala- 
mities inflicted on ſuch Places, for the Wicked: 
ne; of them that ate therein. The Mari- 
ners ſufferd in a mighty Tempeſt for diſo- 
bedient Jonah. Achar's Sin cauſed the 
whole Army of the /#ae/;res to fly before 
their Enemies, and be ſmitten of them. This 
very King ſpoken of in the Text, tho” other- 
wiſe a publick Bleſſing to his Subjects, yet 
when he had ſinned in numbering his People, 
they were viſited" with ſuch a Plague, that 
there dy d thereof Teyenty Thouſand Men. 
No viler Traytors'theti' can there be to their 
Country than wicked Men, who rob it of 
the Protection and Defence of Heaven, and 
expoſe it to an Almighty Enemy. No 
ſuret, nor more foreboding Omens of its ap- 
proaching Deſolation; ro ſignify that the 
Meaſure of its Iniquity is filling , and 
that it is ripe for Vengeance, 

Bur Secondly, Serving our Genetariol, im- 
plies that we do good both to the Souls and 
Bodies of our Brethren, according to our 
Abilities, and the Opportunities we enjoy; 
r ak Uklire the Welfare of our Neighbour, 
270 rejoyce 


4 ) 
_ fJoyce in it, and contribute towards it pt: 
_ tying his Miſcarriages, and endeavouring by all 
prudent and likely Methods to reſtore him; 
inſtructing his Ignorance, rectifying his Mit. 
takes, farisfying his Scruples, comforting his 
Sorrows, and chearfully relieving his Necef- 
ſities; aſſiſting him with our good Offices, 
and thus promoting what in us lies, the Sup- 


port and Comfort of our Brethren, / and the 


Proſperity and Reformation of our Country. 
This is what -a Man's Relation to God and 
to his Country obliges him to endeayour. 

H1s' Relation to God, and Gratitude to 


© his Maker, artec him well to employ the 


Talents committed to his Charge; and if pot- 
ſible, to make ſome return for the divine Fa- 
yours, and to anſwer the Deſign of God Al. 
mighty's Benefits. But what Return can we 
make to an all. perfect Being? A Man can- 
not be profitable to Cod, nor increaſe his 
Happinefs. All that can be done in this Caſe 


is, for the ſake, and by Virtue of his Com- 


mand, to communicate that good to his Crea- 
tures which cannot be imparted to him. This 
he is pleaſed to accept, as done to himſelf; 
inaſmuch as ye have done it to one of the 
teaft of theſe my Brethren, yet have done 11 

unto me. Matth. xxv. 40. 
Ax then a Man's relation to his Country 
N 2 obliges 


i 
4 


( 180 ) 

obliges him to contribute what iu him lies, to 
make a return for the Safety and Convenien- 
ces he enjoys under its Protection and Go- 
vernment. No one is to live like a Drone upon 


the Labours of other Men. He that will not f 


work neither ſhould he eat, faith the Apoſtle. 
He deſerves not any Benefit from the Publick, 
nor can he challenge any Regard from bis 
Fellow. Creatures, Who is no way careful to 
put his helping Hand and Aſſiſtance to che 
common Burthen and Support. 

Ir Men are preferred to any publick Sta- 
tion, as David in the Text was to the King- 
dom of Iſael, then they may ſerve their 


Generation indeed, and be a public Bleſſing 


to that Community over which they preſide, 
or wherein they bear office, by diſcouraging 
and puniſhing of Vice, and rewarding what- 
ever is praiſe· worth and promotes Religion. 
A good King ſtattereth away Mictedneſi 
with his Eyes. His Encouragement and Ex- 
ample is prevailing and authoritative, . and 
may bring Virtue into Faſhion, and make 
Men appear good, if not for Virtues ſake, 
yet to imitate their Prince and gain his Favour. 
Ix his Station be more moderate, how- 
ever his Endeayours for the common Good 
have a greater or leſſer Influence proportion- 
able to his Condition. And indeed, no * 
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is ſo mean, but may contribute his Share, and 


in ſome nieaſure advance the public Welfare; 


he may pray and intercede with God, for 


the Good and Proſperity of his Country; he 


may, and ought, in his Converſation, to be 
a Pattern and Example of Piety and Religion, 
which is no ſmall Advantage to the Common- 


wealth, as having a conſiderable Influence on 


the Minds of other Men, and making chem 
virtuous and holy. 

Bor Thirdly, a Man ſerves his Girl 
tion, by well and wiſely diſcharging his do- 
meſtic Relations of a Father or a Maſter: A 
Man cannot be uſeful to a Nation in a more 
neceſſary Inſtance than carefully © educating 
his Children. The preſent Generation is here: 
in concern'd, and the ſucceeding alſo. Poſ- 
terity will rie up and call him bleſſed, for 
his Diligence'in this Particalar, on which the 
Hopes of the next Age depend. It is not 
probable that in time to come our Children 
ſhould prove ſerviceable and induſtrious Mem- 


bers of the Commonwealth, as the good of 


the whole requires, without the Care and 


good Example of their Parents; except they 


bring them up in the nurture and admonits- 
on of the Lord, and rimely form them to 
good Habits, and beger in them ſuch a love 
of Goodnels, that when they are old they 
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will not depart from it. So alſo he ſerves 
bis. Generation by well governing the reſt of 
bis Family, and taking care of Scryants and 
Dependents, giving them ſufficient Leiſure 


and Opportunity to ſerve God, diſcou- 


raging Vice and Wickedneſs in them, and 
it when it doth, happen. And 
when he thus commands his Children and 
bis Hauſbould after him to keep the way of 
the Lord, and to do Fuſtice and Judgment, 
he faithfully /erverh his Generation, in ma- 
king theſe become uſeful in it, who other- 
wiſe, yyithour his Care, might prove the Bane 
and Peſt of all Society. 
Bor having thus ſeen in what reſpeds u we 
may and ought to ſerve our Generation, let us 
proceed to the next thing propoſed, which 
was to ſhew, that tho' we do this faithfully, 
it will not ſecure us from the common Lot of 
Mankind, we muſt fall aſleep, le laid to our 
Fathers. and ſee Corruption. It ir appoin- 
ted to Man once to die; ſo God Almighty 
has, decreed that ſinful Man ſhould undergo 
this Puniſhment, Death enter'd in by Sin, 
Why ſhould a ſinful; Creature bere abide for 
ever, to incur the Anger of his. God, and to 
confound the Peace and Order of his Fellow- 
Creatures? Man muſt be made in vulnerable 
and impaſlible, if he could always reſiſt the 
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ſecret Treacheries, and open violent Attempts 
of wicked Men. It muſt require a different 
Conſtitution from what we at preſent have, 
without decay to bear the natural Effects of - 
Lewdneſs and Intemperance. And now that 
Sin abounds, what other Remedy for to re- 
ſtrain Sinners from joyning Hand in Hand, 
and Wickedneſs from being univerſal, but 
this appointed Puniſnhment of Death. A ge- 
neral Deluge, for this Reaſon, was found 
neceſſary, and all Mankind were-drown'd at 
once. And as to good Men, they muſt die 
alſo before their Happineſs can be compleated. 
They muſt be ſecured out of the reach of 
evil Men, their Bliſs muſt be aſſured from 
fear of Loſs and Interruption, which cannot 
be without a Separation from the Society of 
Sinners; and they themſelves being alſo Sin- 
ners, muſt have their Defilements cleanſed 
and put away, before they can be qualified 
for perfect Happineſs. For theſe, and the 
like Reaſons, it is decreed that all muſt die; 
the Rich and Poor, the Holy and Profane, 
the Wiſe and Fooliſh, are liable to Death. 
The greateſt Wiſdom and Precaution cannot 
ward off the Blow, the greateſt Strength can- 
not overcome this King of Terrors, the 
greateſt Uſefulneſs cannot atone for this ap- 
in Puniſhment. David, tho valiant, 
N N 4 wile, 
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' wiſe; and good, and ſerviceable, in his Gene- 
ration; yet, by the Will of Almighty God, 
fell afleep, was laid to his Fathers, and ſaw 
Corruption And fo' muſt alſo all good Men, 
after they have done their beſt to lerve God 
and their Country. | 
Ap Thirdly, To: apply what has been 
ſaid. That ſerving our Generation, or being 
uſeful in our Eſtate and Condition, cannot ſe- 
cure us from ſeeing Corruption, we are 
taught by the Inſtance of our deceaſed Bro- 
ther. He ſpent his Life in wor king out his 
own Salvation, and in promoting that of his 
Brethren; and yet aſter all, like others, he 
muſt ſubmit to Death: His Life, indeed, was 
extended beyond what is common; and he 
beſt deſerved the Bleſſing of long Life, who 
improved the ſeveral Periods of it to good 
and uſeful Purpoſes: but at length he alſo 
muſt the laid to his Fathers. Tho he live 
long and: fee not the Grave, he and other 
wiſe Men muft periſh together, ar well as 
the ignorant and fooliſh, «coating to the 
ee Obſervation. | 
Ix this Life he was a publick Bleſſing, 4 
very er in his Generation, in theſe 
bone nal = 
- Firſt, By: his piety towards Cod, ip 
good Example of Holineſs, He was an e- 
. "hc minent 
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minent Inſtance of the Power of Religion, 
teaching others the way that they ſhould 
walk in, if they would be Followers of him, 


and tread in his Steps. He was, indeed, 4 
burning and a ſhining Light. His Words, 


Carriage, and Actions, were all animated with 


a true and genuine Spirit of Piety and Good- 


nels, and diſcover'd an hearty Concern for 


the Glory of God, and Regard to his Ser- 
vice, and an humble chearful Obedience to his 
Commandments; knowing how ſtrictly Holi- 
neſs is requir'd of all Men, particularly of 
Miniſters; and how ill it becomes thoſe, who 
profeſs to be Teachers of others, to be 
wanting themſelves in the Art of living well. 
He carefully obſerved the ſeveral Branches of 
a Chriſtian's Duty, being conſtant in the 
Worſhip of God in private, as well as in 
public, being meek, humble, chaſt, ſober, 
temperate, and of an univerſal Innocence of 
Life. I dare appeal to all that were acquain- 
ted with him, for the truth of what I ſay in 
the Words of the Apoſtle, ye your/etves are 


Witneſſes how holily, how juſiiy, how un- 


blameably he behaved himſelf among you 


that believe. Particularly, he was free from 
offending in Word, in this reſpect anſwering 
St. Zames's Character of a perfect Man, tho 
of a . y pleaſant Converſation, and 
23014 always 
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A alwaysinnocently chearful and agreeable, yer 


never turning into Ridicule the Failings or 
Imperfections of other Men, and thereby 
ſewing that there may be ſome other ſeaſo- 
ning ſor good Humour beſide perſonal Re- 
flections. Indeed he was happily poſſeſſed of 
à free and ingenuous Diſpoſition and even 
Temper, without the leaſt Mixture of Levi- 
ty, without Noiſe or Clamour.s Whilſt in 
- health,” ſeldom or never provoked to Anger 
by any unwelcome Accident or Action; but 
in bis R eproofs, in his Iuſtructions, in all 
his Converſation, herſtill was calm and can- 
did, obſerving what the Apoſtle cautions Mi- 

niſters, 2 Tim ii. 24, 25. The Servant of the 
Lord muſt not ſirive; but be gentle unto 
all Men, apt to teach, patient, in meekneſs 
 ##ſtrutting #hoſe that oppoſe themſelves, if 
God peraduenture will give them Repen- 

tance to the acknowledgment of the Truth. 
Bor to repreſent him only as innocent, 
perhaps, may ſeem too low a Commendation 
for a Miniſter of Jeſs Chriſt, whole” Sta- 
tion requires them to be uſeful to others, as 
well as unblameable in their private Conver- 
ſation. And ſuch was our deceaſed Brother, 
ſerviceable in his Generation, in his Place 
and Calling; diligent in the exerciſe of his 
Wg Watching over that part of Chriſt's 
Flock 
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Flock committed to his Charge, and raking all 
Opportunities of doing them good. As te 
his public Perſuaſions from the Pulpit, ſcarce 
any could be more ſerious in them; he con 


gerd the Capacities and Exigences of his 
Hearets; and his method of teaching was 


uſeful and plain accordingly, obſerving the 
Apoſtles Rule, avoiding fooliſh and untear-+ 


ned Queſtions, knowing they engender Strife: 


and in his reading the publick wholeſome 
Forms of Worſhip none more deyour, or by 
a diſtinct and ſolemn uſe of them, more 
likely to reconcile the prejudic'd and ſerupu- 

lous. Nor did he only thus perform the 
Offices be ought, and which his Place te- 
quir'd, but really on all Occaſions, and as 
Opportunity offered, he endeavoured to do 
good to all, and was an eminent Inſtance of 
that Charity and Beneficence that is requir d 
as the Mark and Character of the Profeſſors 
of our Religion. This he did with that 
Willingneſs and Activity, that Chearſulneſs 
and Conſtancy, as to ſhew that he was ſen - 
ſible that the longeſt Life is but ſhort, for 
that great Buſineſs we have to do; and he 
continued to the very laſt, after the Example 


of his bleſſed Maſter, 10 go about doing god. 


And it was his ſingular good Fortune, not 
_ to be * himſelf, but to have oy 
mu 
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Intentions to be rightly underſtood; 
ad accordingly he acquir'd a general Eſteett! 
not only in his Pariſh, but in all the Neighbour- 
hood.” None, I believe, was fo generally be- 
ved whilſt alive, or /amented now that he 
is dead; inſomuch that I have never heard 
one Man ſpeak ill of him, or make any ob- 
lique Reflections upon him, or interpret his 
Actions in a bad Senſe. This was an Hap- 
pineſs peculiar to our deceaſed Brother, and 
owing unqueſtionably not only to his Piety, 
but to his affable Temper and agreeable Diſ- 


poſition. Indeed, in his Converſation he was 


very courteous, treating thoſe he converſed 
with, with kind Looks, a condeſcending Be- 
haviour, and obliging Language: and being of 

an unaffected Modeſty, and of an Humility 
that might, perhaps, hide ſome of his Ex- 
cellencies from ſuperficial Obſervers; this yer 
made him more eſteem'd by thoſe who could 
diſtinguiſh betwixt Appearance and Reality. 
And then towards all Men he ſhewed a Se- 
renity of Countenance, ſuch as a Senſe of 
God's Favour can only give. 


No Cloud o'er:ſpread his Face, becauſe no 


| inward Grief diſturb'd his Mind. He had no 
| ſuck ſenſe of Guilt as might abate his natu- 
ral chearfulneſs of Temper ; and then, as the 


fat 


we * he might well go his ua, 


C 


V wag, >" 


( 189 * 4 
eat his Bread with Joy, and drink his Win me. 
with a merry Heart, when God had acrep- 
ted his Wark. Nor was he of leſs Benefi- 
cence than Humanity, but always ready to 
perform any good Office to his Brethren, was 
generous and Kind, and of a liberal Mind 


and given to Hoſpitality ; and his Charity 


to the Poor was particularly remarkable, eſ- 
pecially of late Vears, and would have been 
accounted ſo, not only in one bleſſed with a 
Competency, as he was, but even extraordi- 
nary in one of a large Eſtate. It extended. it: 
ſelf not only to this Place, but to all the ad- 
jacent Parts: and in this reſpect to him might 
be well apply'd the Character we find in 
Scripture, that he withheld not Good from 


any one, when it was in the power f hit 


Hands to do it; nor ſaid be to his Neigh- 
bour go, come again and to-morrow I will 
give thee, when he had it by bim. 
'By ſuch good Actions and engaging Qua- 
lies, he gained, as was ſaid, a general Ref. 
pect; and (which deſerves our notice) his 
long continuance in theſe Parts, was ſo far 
from leſſening his Eſteem (as it too often 
happens, that the beſt things, by growing 
common and familiar, are leſs regarded) that 
his Credit was every Day increaſed, and by 
freſh Acts of Piety and 8888 advanced, 
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- and this 8 to the laſt: mb Nature n 
decaying, and Age ſinking under its es; 


yet his Reputation was getting Strength. 


; c:In:fpeaking-of him, I muſt not forget an- 
g other Character he ſuſtained, as well as of a 


; Miniſter of "Chriſt, with an uncommon 


Youth: Eminent in this, as in his other Em- 
ployments, educaring them in found Principles 


of Piety, and in good Literature, by that 


ſingolat Happineſs of his "Temper, reconci- 
lung them to che rugged Path, and tecommen- 
ding the very Foundation of Learning; by 


dis agreeable manner of Iuſtruction: and for 


this puùrpoſe he was choſen, by one of the 


of his numerous 1458 eatly to Religion, and 
inſtruct them in uſeful Learning and in Virtue. 
TRus uſeful your deceaſed Paſtor was, and 
you may never want a fit and like 
ab er & him. It will be difficult, indeed, 
to find one in every reſpect able to ſupply his 


Place and filt his Rooin; ſueh A meafure of 


uſeful Knowledge, an edifying Way of It- 
ſtraction, a Meckneſs and Humility, a gentle 
Behaviour towards all, an unweariec Diligence 
and Patience in his Calling, and in all well doing; 

a Willingneſs and Abi- 
2 lity 


Credit; and that was of an Iaſtructor of 


beſt Judges in this kind, and of the ancienteſt 
Nobility in chis Kingdom, to form the Minds 
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liry to do good, both to the Souls and Bodies 
of Men, are Talents rather ro be wiſhed: for, 

_ than eaſily found united in one Perſon.” ö 
is ſufficient for theſe things? Ver pray to 
God, however, that he would put into the 
Heart of thoſe concerned for to ſend La. 
bourers into this part of his Vineyard, ſor to 

conſider the Importance of the Truſt repoſed 4 
in them; ſo that you may ſtill enjoy one who 1 

will underſtand the Value of thoſe Souls com- 1 

mitted to his Charge, and that Account which 

one Day muſt be given of them. In the * 

mean time ſuffer yourſelves to be put in mind A 

of what Improvement God expects in you, 

from the Labours of your late Miniſter. - Res. 
member him who. ſ0 many Tears has had the 

Rule over. you, who 2 % long ſpoken to 

you the Word of God; whoſe Faith follow, 

conſidering the End of his Converſation. Re. 
member the Opportunities you have had of 
rejoycing in his Light, of having ſo long the 

Light of his Example, and the Light of his 

Inſtruction; and many of you having ſo long 

experimented the Warmth and kindly Influ- 

ence of his Beneficence and Charity, a pro- 
portionable Improvement is expected from 
theſe Advantages, otherwiſe they will riſe in 

Judgment at the laſt Day and condemn you. 

AND as for us, my Brethren of the Clergy, 

let us thank God. for thoſe Graces that ſo e. 

af | * minentiy 


* 44 i. aide. HR ak 5g 


"—"—_ » wr 


9s. 


. nn? | 
. ſhone in of diceaſed. A 


| 0 "Tho! an ungrateful Age is far from giving their 
8 Paſtors that Eſteem theit Character requires, 


and heir Relation unto God demands, yer he 


| er not only that Sincerity of Intention and 


good Purpoſe, which, I hope all of us have; 
* bur:that'pmdent/and good Pepottment alſo, as 
ptterly: diſegureged the evil. minded from ſin- 
= aulrs-with his Character, and gained him 


gent Friends unto Religion, or our Order; 
Ornament, indeed, he as to both. 
UnLex his Example provoke us to a like Di- 
ligence in our Calling, and Watchfulneſs over 
male committed to our Care; and let us pray 
_ thatiour Endeavours may be as well underſtood 
ted with out Flocks and Neighbours 


ſo hall we ſucceſs fully ſerue our 


Stneratiun, and be uſeful in our Place and 
Station as he was. And then, indeed, like 
him, we allo us fall aſlerp, be laid to our 
Hubers, and fee Corruption. Hut after Death, 
Wich lm, we! ſhall obtain: a better and more 
luſting Life, we ſhall be delivered from this 
Bondage of Corruption; into the glarious Li. 
| berry 55 the Four of Gad. We ſhäll be re · 
deemed from the Debaſements and Diſhonours 
o the Grave, anch riſe more freſh and flouriſh- 
ag; Our — will put an Incorrup- 
| TY” * 


te Eſteem of thoſe, who otherwile were no 
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